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I  am  for  peace  ;  but  when  I  speak,  they  are  for  war david. 

Ye  are  forgers  of  lies  ;  ye  are  physicians  of  no  value. — O  that  ye  would 
altog-ether  hold  your  peace,  and  it  should  be  your  wisdom. — Hear  lu  a" 
my  reasoning-,  and  hearken ^.^^^  ^e  pleadings  of  my  lips J<  er 

e  atterii 
^  ast  made  lo      ^    .crur  ^^^ 

to  pursue  this  meth^  i'  as^^i.    •       aWh>.« 

seems  to  be  cop.s-v'J'Hasting  salvai.  Jie  .^ole, 

.  .V.1  weight  of  argum-i'is  be  ever  the.e  trje  '^^^^^  ^^ 

^  respect,  as  it  is  'i'-  -^  Pien,  it  is  ger,  ^^  ^''^"'  ^"^ 

>  which  it  mp'-''versal  me  to  tempo».«-  suggested 

AND  soLj^g  fQj,^,g  ^,  the  wri^^Iiy  the  case,  yoyzn^at   he  will 

A    Boston.     :  insinu-^'  :^d  conquer 

/ely   answered,   ^^ -/  •  ^/sanddiffi- 

ler,  will  claim  I 


NOTICE. 
Ji  


To  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  in  Weymouth. 

DEAR     BRETHREN, 

Constrained  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  with  deep  concern,  as  well 
for  your  present  as  future  welfare,  I  engag-ed  in  penning  the  Address 
contained  in  the  following  pages.  In  the  prosecution  of  it,  a  variety  of 
circumstances  concurred  to  retard  its  completion,  and  to  subject  it, 
probably,  to   imperfections,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  avoided. 

The  design  of  its  publication  is,  to  detect  and  expose  what  I  conceive 
to  be  error  of  the  greatest  magnitude  and  of  the  most  dangerous  tenden- 
cy ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  evil  and  pernicious  conse- 
quences, which  might  follow  from  the  dissemination  of  it. 

To  your  most  serious  and  prayerful  attention  the  address  is  now 
commended.  And  that  it  may  be  happily  instrumental  to  preserve  you 
from  delusion,  to  establish  your  minds  and  your  hearts  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  to  save  your  souls  from  the 
*'  paths  of  the  destroyer,"  is  the  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God,  of  your 
affectionate  and  solicitous  pastor. 


(Ij*  As  the  gentlemen,  whose  publications  are  particularly  noticed  in 
the  following  address,  are  unknown  to  the  author,  they  will  not,  he  pre- 
sumes, attribute  any  thing  vvluch  he  has  written,  to  an  unfavourable  pre- 
possession against,  or  disrespect  of  their  persons. 

Persuaded  that  they  have  imbibed  very  dangerous,  and  even  destruc- 
tive errors,  and  that  the  dissemination  of  them  is  calculated  to  produce 
much  evil,  both  to  civil  and  religious  society,  he  earnestly  entreats,  that 
like  the  noble  Bereans,  they  would  "  search  the  scriptures  daily,"  that 
they  miglit  be  led  into  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  become  its  sin- 
cere and  zealous  advocates. 

With  assurances  of  his  best  wishes,  he  fervently  commends  them,  ^nd 
all  who  are  under  the  influence  of  their  delusions,  to  the  mercy  of  God 
the  Saviour. 


f 


S^emarkd, 


Men  and  Brej'hren^ 

AS  my  connexion  with  you,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  has 
been  that  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  nature,  such,  also, 
have  been  my  obligations  to  you.  These  obligations  have  never 
failed  to  make  a  serious  and  deep  impression  on  my  mind,  and  to 
excite  the  desire  and  design,  faithfully  to  fulfil  them  to  the  praise 
and  glory  of  God,  and  to  the  salvation  of  your  precious  and  im- 
mortal souls. 

For  your  religious  instruction  and  best  improvement,  1  ad- 
dressed you,  several  months  past,  from  the  pulpit,  on  that  interest- 
ing and  important  text  of  scripture,  1  Tim.  ii.  4.  Who  nvill  have  all 
men  to  be  savedy  and  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  In 
discoursing  from  this  passage,  my  object  was  to  convey  cor- 
rect instruction  to  your  minds,  that  you  might  know  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  the  saving  of  your  souls.  By  request,  I  con- 
sented to  its  publication,  not  because  I  considered  it  as  an  elab- 
orate and  masterly  performance,  for  it  v/as  but  a  hasty  produc- 
tion ;  but  because  I  hoped  it  might  excite  a  spirit  of  serious  in- 
quiry, be  instrumental  of  removing  difficulties,  with  which  the 
text  might  be  considered  as  encumbered,  of  confirming  your 
faith  in  scriptural  and  rational  truth,  and  of  securing  your  immor- 
tal interest. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  sermon,  two  replies  to  it  were 
issued  from  the  press.  Whether  it  were  the  dictate  of  duty, 
publicly  to  notice  them,  was  for  some  time  a  question,  which  I 
knew  not  how  to  decide  ;  but  after  serious  deliberation,  I  was  led 
to  believe  that  existing  circumstances  required  that  an  answer 
should  be  attempted.     The  attempt  will  accordingly  be  made. 

The  reply,  which  was  last  made  to  my  sernv'h.  I  shall  first  ^^*^ 
amine.     I  am  induced  to  pursue  this  meth^  '*'  asv.».—  -"-  -       aWh>^. 
tions,  that  this  reply   seems  to  be  consv': Masting  salvd  Jie  .^ole 
possessing  greater  weight  of  argum  "^  is  be  ever  the  .e  trje  '**^"  ^^ 
titled  to  more  respect,  as  it  is  -i^  ^'^  Pien,  it  is  ger,  }^  ^^^^^»  ^"^ 
of  a  society,  in  which  it  mpr ''versal  m-e  to  tempoK'i,"  suggested 
of  talent,  and  the  force  o>  the  wril^I,^  the  case,  yovzn^at   he  will 
versalists    in    Boston.     :^  insinu'>'       '  :»d  conquer 

conclusively   answered,    ^^  Hf  -  r;sanddiffi- 

of  character,  will  claim  I 


The  reply  now  to  be  considered  is  entitled,  A71  Jddress  from 
the  Bereaii  Society  of  Unive realists  in  Boston,  to  the  Congregation 
of  the  first  Church  in  Weymouth,  in  ansiver  to  a  Sermon  delivered 
in  said  Church,  December  18,  1808,  by  their  Pastor,  Rev.  Jacob 
J\''Qrton,  entitled,  The  Will  of  God,  respecting  the  Salvation  of  all 
Men,  illustrated. 

In  remarking-  on  this  reply  it  will  be  my  object  to  exercise 
that  christian  candour,  which  will  guard  against  the  indulgence  of 
low  invective  and  opprobrious  epithets,  and  yet  to  use  great 
plainness  of  speech,  and  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith,  which 
was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints.  Your  awakened  and  serious 
attention,  my  brethren,  is  earnestly  solicited. 

The  Bereans,  it  seems,  considered  it  as  "  their  bounden  duty,'* 
to  address  you   m  their  reply  to   my  sermon,  "  in  preference  to 
your  pastor.^*     Nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  this  their  conviction  of  du- 
ty was  strengthened  and  became  more  imperious,    from   the  con- 
sideration  that   this  mode  of  address  is   best  calculated   to  arrest 
your  attention,  interest  your  feelings,  win  your  affections,  and  to 
gain  your  assent  to  that  soothing  system  of  doctrines,  which  has 
quieted  their  own  minds?   and  from   which   they  derive   so  much 
consolation  and  joy.      It  is  with  no  small   satisfaction,   however, 
that  I  assure  you,  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  your  discernment 
and  sense  of  propriety,  to  believe  that  you  Avill  be  greatly  pleased 
with  such  a  representation  of  your  pastor,  as  terminates  with  re- 
proach and  dishonour  upon  yourselves. 

The  Bereans  in  p.  1  of  their  reply  complain  that  they  are  "  ex- 
hibited to  the  world,'*  in  my  sermon,  "  as  the  objects  of  illiberal 
remarks  and  opprobrious  epithets."  To  what  they  allude  in  this 
charge  is  not  easy  to  ascertain,  as  they  have  not  been  so  obliging 
as  to  specify  the  remarks  and  epithets,  of  which  they  complain. 
But  this  charge,  unfounded  as  it  is,  appears  to  be  principally  di- 
rected against  yourselves,  on  the  ground,  that  my  sermon  was 
printed  through  ijoiir  agency,  or  by  your  request.  Can  it  be  true, 
my  brethren,  that  you  are  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  decorum  and  de- 
cency, as  to  procure  the  publishing  of  a  sermon,  delivered  by 
your  pastor,  which  abounds  with  illiberal  remarks  and  opprobri- 
ous epithets,  and  especially  Avhen  applied  to  men  who  professedly 
make  the  scriptures  their  daily  research  ?  Indignantly  ought 
you  to  frown  at  such  a  charge,  or  even  insinuation. 

"^he   Bereans    ''qrther   observe  in   their  Address  to  you,  p.  1, 

isal  of  my  sermon,  "  we  find  so  many  pal- 
'^-dishonouring  sentiments  therein,  we 
\ot   understand  what  he  has  written, 
irs  are  of  the  head,  not  of  the 
^     -'s  expressed  in  the  conclud- 
;  ccord  to  them,  my  breth- 

d  of  praise  for  their  en- 
nd  so  fair  an  opportunity 
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for  this,  in  the  progress  of  their  Address.  As  to  the  other  part 
of  the  quotation,  in  which  they  lay  to  tlie  charge  of  my  sermon 
many  palpable  contradictions  and  God-dishonouring  sentiments, 
I  would  ask,  where  are  those  contradictions  and  sentiments  to  be 
found  ?  Are  they  distinctly  pointed  out,  or  exhibited  to  view  in 
any  page  of  their  Address  ?  If  so,  they  have  eluded  my  most 
careful  examination.  So  far  from  substantiating  their  charge, 
the  writers  of  the  Address  have  no  where  exhibited  quotations 
from  my  sermon,  in  a  comparative  view,  in  proof  of  the  former 
part  of  the  charge,  nor  adduced  even  a  plausible  argument,  which 
I  have  been  able  to  discover,  in  support  of  the  latter.  Bold 
and  peremptory  assertion,  unaccompanied  with  argument,  you 
need  not  be  reminded,  is  as  widely  different  from  proof,  as  the  un- 
blushing presumption  of  the  courtezan,  differs  from  the  unassum- 
ed  modesty  of  the  unspotted  vestal.  What,  my  brethren,  could 
have  been  the  object  of  the  Bereans  in  advancing  so  grievous  and 
heavy,  but  unsupported  charge,  against  the  sermon  of  your  pas- 
tor ?  Was  it  their  object  to  place  him  in  an  odious  and  detestable 
point  of  view,  that  your  aifections  might  be  alienated  from  him, 
and  that  your  ears  might  be  closed  against  his  instructions  ;  or 
was  it  designed  as  an  indirect  and  artful  reproof  to  yourselves^  for 
procuring  the  publication  of  a  sermon  to  the  world,  which,  for 
its  absurd  and  impious  sentiments,  ought  never  to  have  seen  the 
light  ?  Or  was  it  their  object  to  support  a  feeble  and  tottering 
cause  by  hard  words,  when  haj^d  arguments  could  not  be  employ- 
ed ?  Most  sincerely  do  I  w-ish  you  to  ascribe  their  conduct  to 
neither  of  these  considerations,  if  you  can  reasonably  avoid  it  ; 
but  to  any  other  consideration,  which  may  be  honorary  to  them, 
and  unreproachful  to  yourselves. 

Your  addressors,  pp.  1 ,2,  of  their  Address  observe,  "  Before  we 
commence  our  remarks  on  your  pastor's  explanation  of  the  text, 
(1  Tim.  ii.  4.)  we  will  c[uote  the  six  first  verses  of  this  chapter  ; 
your  pastor,yb?'  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  having  given  only 
a  part  of  the  apostle's  address  to  Timothy,  instructing  him  in  the 
duty  of  a  gospel  minister."  After  citing  the  verses,  they  give 
their  explanation  of  them. 

You  will  readily   perceive,  my   brethren,  that  the   words,  "  for 
reasons  best  known  to  himself,"  in  this   quotation,  contain  an  in- 
sinuation highly  reproachful  to    your   pastor,  with  rtspect  to  the 
integrity  and  uprightness  of  his  intentions,  in  Oie  expl^j-eiee  wnt* 
his  text.     W^hether  this  insinuation  be  well  fc-  as«J^..^*'  ^h^'-  '     uW^hjit 
it  savour  of  that  christian  charity,  whi/ blasting  salvd.  Jie  .^ole 
will  judge  for  yourselves.    And  that  "^'is  be  ever  the.e  tiye  '*«*^*  ^^ 
me  ask  you  to  turn  to  the   pa?>^  '-''^  Pien,  it  is  ger^.*"^  well,  and 
above,  and  then  to  my  sermr'^»versal  m-e  to  tempoiii'i,-  suggested 
By  thus  comparing  them  ^  the  wrif^I,y  the  case,  yovzn^^t   he  will 
■v'erbalhj  quoted  the  thre(  insinii-'       '  '  id  conquer 

have  expressed  my  vie^'*^^*?  nf  -  t''^  ^*^^  diffi- 
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You  will  also  find  that,  in  like  manner,  I  have  noticed  the  two 
verses  immediately  following  the  text.  But  had  it  been  a  fact 
that  I  had  neglected  to  notice  the  whole  of  the  apostle's  address 
to  Timothy  respecting  the  duty  of  a  gospel  minister,  you  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  readily  perceive  that  the  omission  would  not  af- 
fect the  explanation  of  the  text.  What  the  authors  of  the  pas- 
sage above  quoted  intend  by  it,  is  beyond  my  ability  to  decide. 
You,  my  brethren,  will  give  it  a  construction,  I  trust,  as  favoura- 
ble to  its  authors,  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit. 

In  p.  5,  they  observe,  "  Your  pastor,  casting  his  eyes  over  that 
part  of  our  nature,  which  comes  within  his  view,  does  not  bee 
with  his  organs,  that  all  men  are  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  and  united  in  a  visible  church  militant  here  on 
earth  ;  and  concludes,  therefore^  that  this  never  can,  never  will, 
nor  never  was  intended  by  Jehovah  to  be  accomplished  or  fulfill- 
ed universally."  Whether  the  Bereans  cast  tfidr  eyes  over  any 
part  of  my  aermon^  when  they  penned  the  above  passage,  I  know 
not.  This,  however,  is  certain,  that  they  refer  you  to  no  passage 
in  the  sermon  to  substantiate  the  assertions  which  it  contains. 
Their  reason  for  this  neglect,  I  will  not  say  "  was  best  known  to 
themselves,"  but  that  it  is  unknown  to  me. 

In  immediate  connexion  with  the  passage  above  quoted,  p.  5, 
the  Bereans  observe,  "  How  weak  soever  may  be  your  pastor's 
faith  in  the  divine  veracity  of  God,  our  Saviour,  whose  promises 
to  this  effect  are  abundant  in  the  scriptures,  this  same  apostle 
thought  as  Ave  do,  and  like  us  believed  n  to  be  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus."  As  this  passage  is  too  profound,  or  too  unintelligibly 
expressed  for  my  apprehension,  I  must  pass  it  without  particular 
remark.  The  authors  may  understand  the  meaning  of  what  they 
have  written  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  have  the  candour  not 
to  censure  others  for  not  understanding  it,  until  an  intelligible  ex- 
planation be  given. 

Your  attention,  my  brethren,  will  now  be  called  to  several  pas- 
sages of  scripture,  quoted  by  the  gentlemen,  who  addressed  you, 
in  pp.  5,  6,  of  their  Address,  and  with  the  view,  it  is  presumed,  to 
establish  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  in  opposition  to  the 
sentiments  exhibited  by  your  pastor  in  his  sermon.  "  He,"  the 
apostle  Paul,  "  told  the  Hebrews,  in  his  epistle,  ch.  ii.  ver.  8,  But 
now,  we  see  not  yet  all  things  put  under  him,  ver.  9,  but  we  see 
'"^he   BeP*^  tjie,^:)assage  first  quoted  they  observe,  "  Yet  though 

with  his  bodily  eyes,   at  that  precise  time,  he 

^  accomplishing  all  his  gracious  purposes 

s,  and  the  revelation  of  his  Son  in  ev- 

-^ ^  -re  told   in  these   remarks,  that 

'    f  God's  accomplishing  all  his 

.rist  Jesus.     Undoubtedly 

relation   despair  of  this  ? 

iilieve  in  the  accomplish- 


ment  of  whatever  the  God  of  truth  hath  purposed.  But  what  has 
this  to  do  with  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  or  with  the 
passage  of  scripture  above  quoted  ?  And  who,  I  would  also  ask, 
disbelieves  that  Christ  will  be  revealed  in  every  one  of  his  mem- 
bers ?  No  believer  in  revelation,  it  is  presumed,  calls  in  question 
this  truth.  But  what  connexion  has  this  truth  with  the  doctrine 
of  universal  salvation  ?  Because  Christ  will  be  revealed  to,  or  in 
his  members^  as  their  Saviour  and  exceeding  great  reward,  and 
even  to  all  eternity,  does  it  follow  that  this  will  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  those,  who  are  not  the  mystical  members  of  his  body  ? 
But  who  are  the  mystical  members  of  Christ's  body  ?  The  sub- 
jects of  faith 'unfeigned,  or  real  christians.  And  to  such  charac- 
ters only^  or  such  as  sustained  this  character  in  appearance,  is  the 
appellation  of  members,  in  the  sense  now  under  consideration, 
applied  in  the  divine  writings.  Of  the  truth  of  this  remark  you 
will  be  convinced,  it  is  presumed,  by  consulting  1  Cor.  vi.  15.  xii, 
27,  Eph.  V.  30,  v/hich  are  the  only  passages  of  scripture,  I  be- 
lieve, where  men,  or  any  particular  denomination  of  men,  are 
represented  as  members  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Be  it  so,  then, 
that  Christ  will  be  revealed  in  all  these  his  members,  to  their  final 
and  everlasting  salvation.  But  because  this  will  be  the  case,  does 
it  follow  that  "  the  Lord  Jesus  will  not  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God  and  obey  not  the  gosjiel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  " 
or  that  "  they  shall  not  be  fiunished  with  everlasting  destruction 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power  ?" 
I  speak  as  unto  wise  men  ;   judge  ye. 

The  remarks,  by  the  Bereans,  on   the   passage  above  quoted, 
are  evidently  designed  to  convey  the  idea,  that  all  things  are  not 
yet  fiut  under  Christ,  but  that  this,  in  some  future  period,  will  be 
the  case  ;  yet  the  apostle  says  expressly,  and  in  the  same  verse 
from  which   the  above  passage  is   quoted,  "  Thou  (the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ)  hast  put  all  things  in  subjection 
under  his  feet  ;  for,  in   that  he  jiut  all  in  subjection  under  him, 
he  left  nothing  that  is  not  fiut  under   him."     The   natural  and  ob- 
vious meaning   of  the  text  is,  that  all  worlds,  angels,  and  men, 
good  and  bad  ;  that  all  things  and   all  creatures,  whether  in  the 
earth  or  sea,  in  heaven  or  in  hell,  are  under  the  sovereign  domin- 
ion of  Christ ;  that  they  all  He,  as  it  were,  at  his  feet,  and  are  at 
his  sovereign  disposal,  and   that  all  things  are  thus   subjecte^e  when 
him  by  the  ordination  of  his  Father.     But  bef-  asC^».^ll  thi*. '     uiyhp^f 
now  are,  thus  subjected  to  Christ,  does  it  ffiasting  salvd  whe  .;SoIe^ 
all  men  from  hell,  and  make  them  everts  be  ever  the.e  i^rje  '*'*il  ^^ 
or  does  the  fact,  "  that  all  things  are  pien,  it  is  ger,  .^^  w^^^'  ^^^ 
feet,"  convey  the  idea  of  a  universal  m^  to  tempon/ii^  suggested 
tion  to  God  the  Saviour,  as  the  wri^^I,y  ^hg  case,  vovin^^t   he  will 
eration  seem  evidently  to  insinu-^'       '  '         ;id  conquer 

men,  surely  are  not  capable  of  .  c  '*s  and  dil^- 
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happiness.  Besides,  is  the  idea  of  a  moral  change  or  recon- 
cihation  of  heart  to  God  our  Saviour,  naturally  conveyed  by 
the  expression  of  putting  all  things  in  subjection  under  his  feet, 
when  considered  with  relation  even  to  men  ?  Because  ihey  are 
put  in  subjection  under  the  feet  of  Christ,  does  it  follow,  that  they 
are  in  a  holy  or  happy  condition  ?  or  that  this  ever  will  be  the  case  ? 
Because,  my  brethren,  you  subject,  and  tread  a  serpent  or  any 
venomous  animal  under  your  feet,  does  it  follow  that  this  ser- 
pent or  animal  is  friendly  to  ijou^  or  you  to  it  ?  Or,  in  treading 
it  under  your  feet,  do  you  make,  or  design  to  make  it  hajipy  ? 
Or,  in  trampling  any  other  creature,  or,thing,  under  your  feet,  is 
it  your  object  to  express  esteem  or  regard  for  it  ?  However,  by 
these  remarks,  I  would  be  far  from  insinuating  that  all  creatures 
and  things  are  the  objects  of  Christ's  displeasure^  because  they 
are  subjected  under  his  feet,  or  that  they  all  are,  or  will  be 
miserable  ;  yet  I  would  very  seriously  ask,  whether  the  circum- 
stance of  the  wicked  being  in  subjection  under  the  feet  of  Christ, 
do  not  convey  the  idea  of  his  triumfih  over  them,  in  their  com- 
plete disap-fiointment  and  utter  destruction  I  In  support  of  the 
truth  of  this  suggestion,  I  will  refer  you  to  Ps.  ex,  1.  "  The  Lord 
said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine 
enemies  thy  footstool.'''  See  also  1  Cor.  xv.  25.  "  For  he  must 
reign,  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet." 

These  passages,  my  brethren,  in  connexion  with  the  above  re- 
marks, will  convince  you,  that  the  text  above  quoted,  Heb.  ii.  8, 
with  the  observations  made  upon  it,  by  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
dress you,  are  so  far  from  establishing  the  doctrine  of  universal 
salvation,  as  a  Bible  truth,  that  they  have  not  even  a  favoura- 
ble aspect  on  that  doctrine. 

On  the  other  passage  above  quoted,  Heb.  ii.  9,  "  But  we  see 
Jesus,"  the  gentlemen  observe,  "  And  (the  apostle  Paul)  seeing 
him^  as  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  he  had  faith  in  God,  that  he  would 
divinely  fulfil  every  good  word  that  he  had  spoken."  But  do  not 
you.,  my  brethren,  and  does  not  every  one  who  acknowledges  the 
divine  original  of  the  scriptures,  believe  the  same  ?  The  insinu- 
ation is,  that  your  pastor  and  others  in  sentiment  with  him,  do 
not  believe  that  God  will  fulfil  every  good  word,  which  he  has 
spoken.  You  will,  I  trust,  treat  this  insinuation  as  it  deserves. 
But  what  connexion  has  our  belief  in  the  veracity  of  God,  with 
•--j^gect  to  his  promises,  or  the  "  seeing  of  Jesus,"  with  the  sal- 
of  all  me 
e-  o.uoted  by  the  gentlemen  in  support  of  the 

ition,  is   1    Tim.  iv.  9,  10.  "  This   is  a 

.y  of  all  acceptation.     For  therefore  we 

•eproach,  because   we  trust  in  the  living 

^f  all  men,  specially  of  those  that  be- 

'bey  make  no  remarks.     Whether 

estimation,  to  its  peculiar  and 
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strikin£^  pertinency  to  their  purpose,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide. But  that  it  furnishes  no  evidence  in  support  of  their 
scheme  must  be  apparent  tQ  every  one  who  will  impartially  ex- 
amine the  passage.  Tliis  is  a  faithful  say  ng^  k^ft.  To  what,  my 
brethren,  does  this  refer  ?  It  refers  to  the  declaration  in  ver.  8, 
"  that  godliness  is  profitalile  unto  all  thinj^s,  having  promise  of 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  But  because 
godliness,  or  a  godly  life,  profiteth  much  every  way,  both  with  re- 
lation to  the  present  and  the  future  world  ;  or,  because  the  prom- 
ise of  good  things  pertaining  to  this  life,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
life  to  come,  is  made  to  godly  or  righteous  men,  does  it  follow 
that  this  promise  is  made  to  ungodliness,  or  to  ungodly  men  ?  The 
very  reverse  of  this  is  true,  according  to  the  most  express  and 
unequivocal  declaration  of  scripture.  "  The  wrath  of  God  is  re- 
vealed from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness 
of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteousness,"  Rom.  i.  18. 
But,  "  if  the  righteous  be  scarcely  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly 
and  the  sinner  appear  ?"  They  will  appear,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, to  suffer  "  perdition."  Then,  and  there,  will  awfully  take 
place  "the  perdition  of  ungodly  men,"  1  Pet.  iv.  IS.  2  Pet.  iii. 
7.  From  this  view  of  the  9th  verse  in  Timothy,  as  above  quoted, 
you  will  perceive,  that  it  has  not  so  much  as  the  most  remote  al- 
lusion to  the  subject,  for  which  the  Bereans  make  use  of  it. 

For  this  cause  ive  both  labour  and  suffer  refiroach^  life.  ver.  10. 
If  you  will  take  the  trouble   to   consult  this   verse  in  connexion 
with  the  two  preceding  verses,  you  will  find  that  the  apostle  and 
other  christians  endured  labour  and  reproach,  because  they  trust- 
ed in   the   living   God,   that  he  would  fulfil  to   them  his  promise 
Contained  in  the  8th  ver.  respecting  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that 
v,diich   is    to   come.     But  because  St.  Paut^  and  his  felloiv  chris- 
tians^ trusted  in  the  living  God,  that  he  would  make  good  to  them 
what  he  had  promised,  does  it  follow  that  all   men  will  be   saved 
with  an  everlasting   salvation  ?     Surely,   my  brethren,   you  have 
too  much   discernment   to  admit   so   preposterous   a  conclusion. 
But  is  this  conclusion  to  be  admitted,   because  it  is  said,  that  this 
God  "  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  specially  of  those  that  believe  ?" 
Surely  it  ought  not  j  nor  can  it  be  admitted  but  by  a  mind  veiled 
with  darkness,  or  under  the  influence  of  the  most  daring  presump- 
tion.    Who,  my  brethren,  is  this  Saviour  of  all  men  !     The  text 
under  consideration  informs  us,  that  it  is  the  "  living  God  ;"   Gor'^ 
the  Father  ;    for  the  epithet  Ihnngy   when  applied   to  God,   de  when 
nates  the  Father.     But  is  the  title  of  Saviour  ascribed  to ,"     atVlnt 
Father,  with  reference  to  future  and  everlasting  salvatvhe  ,-iSoIe 
doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  whether  this  be  ever  the.e  tiye  -'^'^iJ  ^^ 
God  is  spoken  of  as  the  Saviour  of  men,  it  is  ger,  .*'  well,  and 
universally,   with  immediate   reference  to  tempoKci,  ^  ^"gg^sted 
and  deliverance.     That  this  is  really  the  case,  yoyzn^^t   he  will 

B  '         id  conquer 
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convinced  by  attending  to  what  the  scripture  saith  on  the  subject. 
For  your  satisfaction  I  will  refer  you  to  several  scripture  passages. 
2  Sam.  xxii.  3.    Psalm  cvi.  21.     Isa.  xliii.  3.     Jer.  xiv.  8.      The 
title  of  Saviour  of  all  men,  as  used  in  the  text,   is  also  parallel  to 
that  in  Job  vii.  20,  Preserver  of  men.     Now  because  God    is  the 
Saviour  ov  preserver  of  all  men  by  his  gracious  providence,  and  in 
a  special  or  peculiar  manner  of  ti^ose,   who  cordially  believe  the 
gospel,  or  because  he  has  promised  that  their  godliness  shall  be 
profitable  to   them   in    the    future    world,    have   we,   hence,  any 
shadow  of  reason  for  Ihe  belief,  that  he  will  make  all  men,  without 
:*Jstinctiony  everlastingly  happy  in  his  heavenly   kingdom  ?    that  he 
will  admit  into  this  kingdom  those  whoni  he  declares  he  will  ex- 
cuLdeivom  it,  "dogs, and  sorcerers,  and  whoremongers,  and  murder- 
ers, and  idolaters,  and  whosoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie  ?**   Will 
you,  my  brethren,  will  any  individual  of  you  believe  this  ?  Will  you 
admit,  will  you  embrace  a  sentiment  so   repugnant  to  reason,  and 
so  diametrically  opposite  to  the  truth  of  scripture  I 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Berean  Society,  in  their  address  to  you, 
p.  6,  further  observe,  "  Our  divine  Master,  also,  reminds  the 
Jews,  according  to  the  gospel  by  St.  John,  chapter  6,  verse  45, 
It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  they  shal!  be  all  taught  of  God  : 
What  kind  of  teaching  this  is  to  be,  the  same  apostle  hath  ex- 
plained to  the  Hebrews,  by  a  prophetic  quotation  :  They  shall 
not  teach  every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother, 
saying,  know  the  Lord  ;  for  all  shall  know  me  from  the  least  un- 
to the  greatest  of  them.  How  are  they  to  know  his  teaching 
from  any  other  ?  Mark  well,  brethren,  what  the  apostle  adds  ; 
ivtiereby  the  true  teaching  is  to  be  known.  For  I  will  be  merciful 
to  their  unrighteousness,  and  their  sins  and  their  iniquities  will  I 
remember  no  more."  Heb.  viii.  11,  12.  These  scriptures,  the 
gentlemen  seem  to  consider,  as  much  to  their  purpose.  How 
much  they  are  so  will  appear  from  an  impartial  examination  of 
them. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  passage  in  John,  they  refer   you  to 
the  passages   in  Hebrews  as  above   quoted.     To   these   passages, 
then,  your  careful  attention   is  solicited,   in   connexion   with   the 
lOth  verse.     In  this  veree   you  will  find  the  God   of  Israel   mak- 
ing the  declaration,  that  he  would  make   a  specific  covenant  with 
that  people,  and  that  this  should  be  the  tenor  of  it :   "1  will  put 
^y  laws  into  their  mind,  and  write  them   in  their  hearts  ;  and  1 
'"Yj.be  to  them  a  God,   and  they  shall  be  to  me  a  people."     The 
'  1 2th   verses,   viewed   in   connexion   with   this   passage, 
•  vou  must  view   them   in  order  to   understand  their 
will  readily  perceive  that  the  teaching,  the  knonvU 
,. '?*c/,  and  the   bestowment   q/"  y^ercz/,  as  mentioned   in 
V  efer  to  the  house,  or  twelve   tribes  of  Israel.     But 
•vas  promised  that,  at  some  future  time,  this  people 
ly,   or  universally  know  the  Lord  ;     that    he  will  be 
heir  unrighteousness,  and  remember  their  iniqui- 


ties  no  more,  does  it  follow  that  all  mankind  indiscmninately  will 
ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  be  saved  with  an 
everlasting  salvation  ? 

"  Our  divine  Master,"  continue  the  Bereans,  in  their  address, 
p.  6,  "  declared  unequivocally  on  all  occasions,  that  the  scripture 
must  be  fulfilled.  We  would  inquire,  therefore,  why  your  pastor 
contradicts  his  Master  ;  why  he  denies  the  truth  of  h  r,  and  h-cs 
afiosties^  declarations  ?  Why  he  teaches  men  to  distiaist  Jehovah's 
veracity  •"'  &c.  Permit  me,  my  brethren,  also  to  inquire,  why 
these  modest  gentlemen  ask  the  above  questions  ?  Is  it  with  a 
view  to  insult  your  understanding's,  or  to  give  you  a  specimen  of  __ 
their  own  "  veracity  ?"  What  the  answer  to  this  inquiry  should 
be,  you  will  decide. 

The  '''  gracious  pronuses"  of  God  to  men,  the  gentlemen  sup- 
pose, secure  the  everlasting  salvation  of  the  whole  of  Adam's  race. 
And  this  consideration,  they  observe  in  p.  6,  is  "  eminently  well 
calculated  to  root  out  the  sin  of  ingratitude  from  the  hearts  of  his 
deceived  offspring.'*  They  of  course,  no  doubt,  consider  the  in- 
gratitude of  their  own  hearts  as  exterminated,  or,  at  least,  in  a 
great  measure  expelled,  as  they  are  now  undeceived^  and  inspired 
with  confidence  that  they  shall,  themselves,  in  common  with  all 
their  fellow  men,  be  the  subjects  of  everlasting  salvation.  And 
from  this  confidence,  their  gratitude,  it  should  seem,  principally, 
if  not  entirely,  originates.  But  is  this  their  confidence  founded  in 
scripture  truth  ?  Surely  not.  Must  you  not  conclude  then  that 
all  such  gratitude  to  God,  as  arises  from  the  belief  that  he  will 
everlastingly  save  all  mankind,  is,  at  best,  but  imaginary,  and  of 
course,  that  it  will,  ere  long,  like  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite, 
perish  ?  When  the  foundation  is  destroyed,  the  superstructure, 
however  magnificent  and  splendid,  will  fall  in  ruins  ;  and  great 
indeed  will  be  the  fall. 

In  the  same  page  the  authors  of  the  Address  under  review  ask, 
"  What  can  we  conclude  from  your  pastor's   presumptions,   but 
this  ?    That  he  is  self  willed  ;    so  puffed  up  with  vain  conceit,  his 
fleshly   mind   is  exalted   so  much  above  measure,  that  he   hath 
dared  to  fix  "  the  due  time,"  when  the  truth  of  the  apostle's  testi- 
mony, "  ought  to  be  testified.'^'     My  brethren,  can  you  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  passage  ?  They  but  just  now 
charge  your  pastor  with  the  crime  oi  denying  the  truth  of  the  apos- 
tle's declarations  ;  and  here  insinuate,  that  he  believes  them  to  be 
true,  and  not  only  this,  but  that  he  "dares  iojix  the  due  time  when 
the  truth  of  the  apostle's  testimony  ought  to  be  testi^ed."     uWh^.f 
has  your  pastor  said,  in  his  sermon,  with  respect  to  the  .^ole. 
the  accomplishment  of  this  "  due  time  ?"  Of  the  trje  -'^'^iJ  tv, 
hood  of  the  charge,  you,  miy  brethren,  will  judge.  .^"^  well,  and 
proachful  epithets  which  they  have  heaped  upon-*  ^  suggested 
will   only  say,   that   he   is  persuaded  you  have'n^^t   he  will 
Christ,  or  the  religion  of  Christ  from  his  instruct  ^^  conquer 
yourselves  to  render  railing  for  railing.  t''s  and  diffi- 
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The  pjentlemen  observe,  pp.  6,  7,  of  their  Address,  that  "  mod- 
ern divines  would  bring  even  the  design  of  infinite  love,  to  square 
with  their  dogmas,  creeds,  and  platforms  of  faith  ;  no  wonder, 
then,  that  Universalists  become  the  objects  of  their  envenomed 
hatred  and  unqualified  abuse,  when  we  declare  such  unscriptural 
tenets  to  be  wholly  incompatible  with  the  character  of  Jehovah." 
That  this  heavy  charge  against  modern  divines  is  but  too  well 
founded,  melancholy  as  the  consideration  is,  will  not  be  contro- 
verted. Its  truth  is  much  to  be  regretted,  but  is  too  apparent  to 
be  denied.  To  these  same  modern  divines,  it  is  in  a  great  meas- 
ure owing,  that  licentiousness  as  well  in  morals  as  in  sentiment, 
has,  within  a  few  years  past,  become  so  alarmingly  prevalent,  that 
old-fashioned  seriousness,  and  the  most  solemn  truths  of  the  Bi- 
ble have,  in  so  many  instances,  become  the  subject  of  profane 
mirth,  ridicule,  and  contempt.  Had  these  modern  luminaries, 
with  their  eccentric  satellites,  never  shed  their  dark  beams  and 
baleful  influence  on  society,  we  should  not,  as  we  now  do,  see 
such  overflowings  of  ungodliness  ;  we  should  not  see  the  moral 
distinction,  which  is  every  where  made  in  the  Bible,  between  the 
characters  of  "  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,"  turned  into  a  jest ; 
we  should  not  see  the  joyful  truth,  that  some  of  the  human  race 
"  are  in  a  pardoned  state^^  the  subject  of  profane  scoffing  ;  we 
should  not  see  the  tremendous  subject  of  "  hell"  treated  in  a 
sportive  and  ludicrous  manner  ;  nor  should  we  find  it  openly  and 
vinblushingly  asserted,  in  direct  opposition  to  scripture  declara- 
tion, that  the  impenitent  wicked,  so  dying,  shall  be  the  subjects  of 
everlasting  happiness  in  the  heavenly  world.  Were  it  not  ior 
such  divines  and  such  men,  we  should  find  no  attempt  to  bring 
the  "  design  of  infinite  love  to  square  with  human  dogmas,  creeds, 
and  platforms  of  faith,"  or  to  "  jostle  Christianity  out  of  the 
^vorld."  But  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  when  a  blow  is  struck  at 
the  root  of  these  dangerous  and  pernicious  dogmas,  &c.  the  Uni- 
iiersalists  should  consider  themselves  as  "  the  objects  of  enven- 
omed hatred  and  unqualified  abuse  ?"  Their  noisy  and  vehement 
complaint  of  fiersecution  reminds  me  of  a  very  striking  and  just 
observation  of  the  late  excellent  and  acute  President  Edwards, 
which  is  to  this  effect ;  that  men,  who  are  strangers  to  the  meek 
and  humble  spirit  of  the  eospel,  make  a  most  dolorous  outcry, 
when  they  consider  themselves  as  the  subjects  of  persecution,  like 
that  of  a  ctYi2im  grovelling  animal  when  taken  by  the  ears;  while 
the  subjects  of  genuine  Christianity,  although  really  persecuted,  re- 
••("v^'  '^;  the  meek  and  submissive  lamb  when  led  to  the  slaughter, 
remark,  conscience  will  make   the  most  suitable  appli- 

/?^en  who  address  you  further  observe,  p.  T,  "  That 
\^  ificent  Being  hath  declared  himself  to  be  "  a  just 
•vviour  ;"  that,  "  besides  himself^  there  is  no  Sa- 
l  e,  then,  is  the  propriety  of  teaching  men  that 
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"  damnable  heresy,"  "  to  deyiy  the  Lord  that  bought  them  .^"  which 
is  evidently  done,  when  mankind  are  taught  from  the  pulpit,  and 
from  the  press,  that  they  must  do  something  themselves^  and  per- 
form certain  covditions^  to  make  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Je- 
sus effectual.  Is  the  c:ift  of  God  so  lame  ?  so  deficient?  so  in- 
complete  ?  that  finite,  frail  creatures,  (who  even  in  their  best  es- 
tate are  altogether  vanity)  must  necessarily  give  the  finishmg 
stroke  of  perfection  to  his  purposes,  which  he  purposed  in  him- 
self (the  Spirit  of  Truth  assures  us)  before  the  world  began,  or 
the  designs  of  Jehovah  must  otherv,^ise  be  frustrated,  eternally 
frustrated  ?  Your  pastor  may  teach  this  for  doctrine  ;  but  no 
man,  "  who  hath  learned  of  the  Father,"  will  follow  such  a  shep- 
herd :  *'  The  good  Shepherd  careth  for  his  sheep  ;"  when  they  go 
astray,  he  seeks  for  them,  and  brings  them  back  ;  yea,  "  the  good 
Shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep."  But  the  Spirit  of  Truth 
never  told  any  man,  that  it  was  part  of  a  shepherd's  duty  to  terri- 
fy the  sheep,  or  scare  them  away,  or  resign  his  charge  to  an  ene- 
my :  but  rather  that,  like  the  true  David,  he  should  fight,  and 
conquer  for  them  ;  atchieve  their  deliverance,  when  in  dangers 
or  difficulties  ;  bring  them  back  to  his  fold,  and  there  preserve 
them  in  peace  ;   feed  them,  and  watch  over  them,  for  good." 

You  will  here  particularly  observe,  my  brethren,  that  because 
God  is  styled   "  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour,"  and   that  "  besides 
himself^  there  is  no  Saviour,"  the  Bereans  infer,  that  it  is  a  "  dam- 
nable heresy,"  and  "  to  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them,"*  to  teach 
men,  "  that  they  must  do  something  themselves^  and  perform  cer- 
tain cojiditions,  to  make  the   grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  effec- 
tual to  salvation."     Let   it   for  a  moment  be  admitted,  that  the 
above  observations   are  just  ;   yet  the   damnable  heresy   of  which 
the  gentlemen  speak,  cannot,  ufion  their  scheme,  be  very  formida- 
ble, or  attended  with  much  evil.     Why,  then,  do   they  discover 
for  you  so  much    solicitude  and  benevolent  zeal,  as  to  attempt  to 
"  scare  you  away"  from  that   heretical  faith,  which  they  believe 
will  terminate  in  the  everlasting  salvation  of  your  souls  ?  But  is  it 
true,  that  mankind  have  nothing  to  do  themselves  ;  that  they  have 
no  co7iditions  to  perform,  in  order  to  salvation  ?  Is  the  "  grace  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus"  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  ensure  their  salvation,  with- 
out the  exercise  of  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  without  the  exercise  of  holy  affections,  taking  up  the 
cross  and  following  the  Lamb  ;  without  striving  to  enter  in  at  the 
strait  gate,  and  wrestling  against  principalities  and  powers ;  without 
doing  the  commandments  of  God,  and  opposing  really  ^'  damnable^ 
heresies  ?"  Is  it  not   necessary  that  these  things  should  be  -'^'^i^  ^^ 
on  the  part  of  men,  or  that  these   conditions   should  b_  *••  well,  and 
performed,  that  they  might  be  forgiven,  become  the  -  suggested 
pies  of  Christ,  and  finally  enter  in  through  the  gates  in^^^   he  will 
of  the  living  God  ?  Are  not  these  things  inculcated  as  ^^  conquer 
truths  every  where  in  the  holy  scriptures  ?  Are  they  not  -'^  ^"^  ^^^" 
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capitals,  thill  even  they  who  run  might  read  them  ?  Is  it  not  a  truth, 
revealed  and  written  in  those  scriptures  as  with  sun  beams,  that 
Christ  has  "  become  the  Author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  them 
that  obey  him,'*  and  unto  them  only  ?  Who,  then,  my  brethren, 
are  chargeable  with  "  damnable  heresy,  and  with  denying  the 
Lord  that  bought  them  ?"  they^  who  advocate  and  mculcate  these 
truths,  or  they^  who  deny  and  contemn  them  ?  You  will  judge 
for  yourselves,  whether  'Hhe  gift  of  God  is  lame,  deficient,  and  in- 
complete," and  that  "  the  designs  of  Jehovah  must  be  frustrated, 
tternally  frustrated,"  on  the  supposition  that  "  men  must  do 
something  themselves^  and  perform  certain  conditions^*'  to  obtain, 
through  grace,  the  favour  of  God  here,  and  the  everlasting  en- 
joyment of  him  hereafter  !  Although  you  will  put  in  no  claim  to 
these  inestimable  blessings  on  the  footing  of  merit  or  denert^  you 
must  be  convinced  that  they  can  never  be  obtained,  upon  the  plan 
of  gospel  grace,  but  by  doing  somethmg  yourselves,  or  by  per- 
forming the  conditions  as  above  stated.  You  will  also  readily 
perceive  that  all  who  neglect  these  conditions,  and  turn  them  in- 
to ridicule,  must  be  ranked  with  those  who  "  receive  the  grace 
of  God  in  vain  ;"  who  turn  this  grace  "into  lasciviousness,  and  in 
effect  deny  the  only  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Yo\xv  friendly  and  benevolent  monitors  tell  you  in  the  above  quo- 
tation from  their   Address,  "  that  no  man  who  hath  learned  of 
the  Father"  will  follow  a  shepherd  who  teaches  that  men  "  must 
do  something  themselves,^  and  perform  certain  conditions  to  make 
the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  effectual"  to  their  salvation.     In 
reply  to  the  anxious  concern  which  they  discover  to  prevent  your 
placing  any  confidence  in  your  shepherd,  and  to  render  him  odi- 
ous in  your  view,   I  beg  leave  to  offer  to   your  consideration  the 
follov/ing  apposite  fable  :  "  A  certain  shepherd,  to  whose  custody 
was  committed  a  flock  of  sheep,  with  the  charge  carefully  to  feed 
and  protect  them,  and  provide   for  all  their  exigencies,   faithfully 
fulfilled   his   trust.     Caring  for  the  sheep,  and  desirous  to   pro- 
mote, in  the  best  possible  manner,  the  interest  of  his  employer, 
he  led  them  into  green,   and  large,   and  fat  pastures  ;  to  refresh- 
in  p-  rills  and  fountains  of  water,  and  into  cooling  shades  to  defend 
them   from  the  oppressive  heat  of  noon.     He  carefully   sought 
such  as  straggled  from  the  flock  ;  nor  did  he,  at  any  time,  "  ter- 
rify or  scare  them  away,  or  resign  them  to  an  enemy."     Under 
his  faithful  and  solicitous  care,  they  increased,  and  multiplied,  and 
became  fat  and  flourishing.    They  knew  their  keeper's  voice,  un- 
derstood his  language,  placed  confidence  in  his  attachment  and 
'"ty,  and  followed  the  direction  of  his  steps.    Happy  shepherd  ! 
,^k  !     But  in  an  evil  time,  an  insidious  and  cruel  enemy, 
this  happy  connexion,  and  bent  on  mischief,  secretly, 
•  a  disguised  and  im^iosing  name,   gained  access  to  the 
lo  sooner  did  they  observe  the  stranger's  approach,  than 
s  were  alarmed,  and  they  were  ready  to  flee  from  him  ; 
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but  assuming  the  guise  of  friendship,  he  poured  into  their  listen- 
ing ears  many  smooth  words  and  flattering  speeches.     I  am  come 
among  you,  said  he,  with  a  smihng  countenance,  and  with  words 
smoother  than  oil,  not  to  frighten  and  scare  you,  but  to  undeceive 
you  and  to  seek  your  repose  and  best  interest.     Your  shepherd 
has  deceived  you,   and  imposes  upon  you  a  burden  grievous  to  be 
borne.     He  prescribes  for  you  very  narrow  and  unreasonable  lim- 
its, beyond  which  he  does  not  allow  you  to  rove.     He  frightens 
you  with  the  ideas  of  danger   and  of  death,   if  you  do   not  keep 
within  those  contracted   and  irksome  bounds.     Besides,   he  tells 
you  that  you  must  "  do  something  yourselves^*^  that  you  must  eat 
and  drink,  as  a  condition  on  which  your  well  being  and  happiness 
depend,  and  that  you  must  suffer  and  die,  if  you  neglect  this  labo- 
rious service  and  iiainful   drudgery.     And  in  addition  to  this,   he 
would  persuade  you  to  believe,  that  his  master  has  a  right  to  all 
your  fleeces,  and  even  your  bodies  and  lives,  to  dispose  of  them 
as  shall  seem  good  in  his  sight.     Thus,  O  deluded  and  miserable 
sheep,  does  your  shepherd  impose  upon  and  tyrannise  over  you. 
If  you  had  but  one  spark  of  discernment ;  if  you  were  but  desir- 
ous of  liberty  and  happiness,   never  more  would  you  follow  him. 
If  you  will  but  hearken  to  my  voice,  and  follow  me,  I  will  conduct 
you  into  a  wide  and  unbounded  field  ;  for  "  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  are  mine,"  where  you  shall  know  neither  limitation  nor  re- 
straint ;  and  where  your  appetites  shall  be  fully  gratified  without 
the  painful  toil  of  eating  and  drinking,  and  where  the  performance 
of  no  conditions  wdl  be  required  on  your  part,   in  order  to  perfect 
and  perpetual  happiness.     Follow  me,   and  you  need  fear  neither 
death  nor  danger,  in  breaking  over  the  narrow  bounds  prescribed 
for  you.     "  Ye  shall  not  surely  die,"  but  "your  eyes  shall  be  open- 
ed, and  ye  shall  be  as  gods."    Here  ended  the  arch  deceiver,  when, 
obsequiously   bowing,  he  beckoned  to  the  flock  to  follow  him. 
But  the  wiser  and  better  sort,  knowing  that  they  had  heard  the 
voice  of  a  stranger,  and  seeing  through  his  flimsy  disguise,  im- 
mediately fled  from   him  as   from  the  face  of  a  destroyer  ;  but 
those  of  the  flock  who  had  previously  been  disposed  to  straggle 
from  the  rest,  setting  up  a  confused  and  windy  bleat,  thoughtless- 
ly followed  their  self-created  shepherd,  who  led  them  into  a  dreary 
wilderness  of  barren  and  scorching  sand  ;  where,  finding  neither 
herbage  for  their  hunger,  nor  water  for  their  thirst,  nor  shade  for 
protection  from  the  scorching  sun,  they  soon  perished,  wretched- 
ly, miserably  perished." 

Should  you  consider  this  fable,  my  brethren,  as  not  applying, 
in  all  its  parts,  to  the  case  above  stated,  yet  you  will  not  fail  to 
discover  its  moral.  You  will  look  upon  it,  consider  it  well,  and 
receive  instruction.  And  as  your  ^itvt^^\  friends  have  suggested 
that  "  the  good  shepherd  careth  for  his  sheep  ;"  that  he  will 
**  not  resign  his  charge  to  an  enemy  ;"  but  "  fight  and  conquer 
for  them  j  atchieve  their  deliverance,  when  in  dangers  and  difii- 
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TAilties,  and  feed  them  and  watch  over  them  for  good" — As  the 
gentlemen  have  made  this  pertinent  suggestion,  your  shepherd 
"will  avail  himself  of  it,  most  seriously  and  solemnly  to  warn  you, 
in  the  name  of  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls,  to  shut 
your  ears  against  the  fair  speeches  and  delusive  addresses  of  all 
self-created  shepherds,  who  would  seduce  you  from  the  green 
pastures  of  spiritual  nourishment,  and  the  still  waters  of  gospel 
consolation,  into  a  barren  wilderness,  where  no  water  is,  and  who 
would  persuade  you  to  believe,  that  you  have  nothing  to  do  your- 
selves ;  no  conditions  to  perform  to  obtain  eternal  life  ;  but  that 
this  life  will  assuredly  be  your  portion,  although  like  the  slug- 
gard you  should  waste  your  lives  in  sloth  ;  commit  all  manner 
of  abominations  with  greediness,  and  even  blaspheme  against  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Many  such  shepiierds,  my  brethren,  have,  within 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  gone  forth  into  the  world,  either  open- 
ly, or  in  disguise,  as  the  emissaries  of  him,  who  audaciously  told 
the  original  pair  of  our  race,  that  the  truth  of  God,  in  threatening- 
death  to  their  disobedience,  was  a  lie.  All  such  shepherds  are 
strangers  ;  strangers  to  truth  ;  strangers  to  the  great  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  souls.  Let  them,  therefore,  be  strangers  to  your- 
selves. Flee  from  them  ;  neither  ask  them  into  your  houses, 
nor  bid  them  God  speed,  as  you  woiild  avoid  being  partakers  in 
their  sins,  and  sharing  in  their  plagues. 

The  gentlemen  thus  proceed  in  their  Address,  pp.  7,  8,  "  We, 
brethren,  blessed  be  God,  can  set  to  our  seal  that  he  is  true  and 
faitnful  ;"  that  "  he  hath  wrought  salvation  with  his  own  right 
hand,  and  with  his  holy  arm  for  eveiy  panicle  of  human  nature  ; 
and,  in  so  doing,  he  hath  most  gloriously  performed  the  mercy 
which  he  promised  to  our  father  Abraham,  and  remembered  his 
holy  covenant,"  See. 

\ou  will  here  particularly  observe,  that  the  Bereans  infer,  that 
Gou  hath  wrought  salvation  for  evej-ij  fmrticle  of  human  nature, 
from  tiie  consideration  that  he  hath  iierformed  the  mercy,  nuhicli 
he  promised  to  our  father  Abraham,  &c.  This  quotation,  which 
they  have  made  from  Luke  i.  72,  73,  is  far  from  being  verbally 
correct  ;  nor  will  you  be  likely  to  understand  its  true  import 
without  viewing  it  in  connexion  with  the  context,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  mercy  promised  to  the  fathers  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
and  particularly  to  Abraham.  On  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist, 
we  find  that  his  father  Zacharias  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  prophesied,  saying,  Luke  i.  68 — 15,  "  Blessed  be  4:he  Lord 
God  of  Israel  ;  for  he  hath  visited  and  redeemed  his  people,  and 
hath  raised  up  an  horn  of  salvation  for  us  in  the  house  of  his  ser- 
vant David  ;  as  he  spake  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets, 
which  have  been  since  the  world  began  ;  that  we  should 
be  saved  from  our  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate 
us  ;  to  perform  the  mercy  promised  to  our  fathers,  and  to  re- 
member his  holy   covenant,  the  oath  which   he  sware  to  our  fa- 
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ther  Abraham,  that  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that  Ave,  being  deliv- 
ered out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  might  serve  him  without 
fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  before  iiim  all  the  days  of  our 
life." 

You  will  observe,  my  brethren,  that  this  exalted  strain  of  sa- 
cred rapture  and  prophecy  was  uttered  by  Zacharias  before  the' 
birth  of  Christ,  and  in  the  near  view  of  that  great  and  glorious 
event,  which  he  represents  as  already  accomplished,  under  the 
metaphor  of  "  an  horn  of  salvation"  by  which  God's  people, 
Israel^  were  "  visited  and  redeemed'*  according  to  the  prediction 
of  the  ancient  prophets.  This  "  horn  of  salvation,  or  the  mighty 
Saviour,"  was  provided  for  the  salvation  of  God's  people  Israel, 
and  that  his  promise  to  their  fathers,  and  his  oath  in  particular 
to  Abraham,  might  be  performed,  in  delivering  their  posterity 
out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  to  the  intent  that  they  might 
be  a  truly  religious  and  holy  people.  The  mercy  promised  to 
the  fathers,  respects  the  divine  intimations  made  to  the  pious  pa- 
triarchs and  prophets,  respecting  the  advent  and  mediatorial  char- 
acter and  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  oath  which  he  sv/are  to 
Abraham  is  recorded,  Gen.  xxii.  16,  17,  18.  "  By  myself  have! 
sv.orn,  saith  the  Lord  ;  for  because  thou  hast  done  this  things 
and  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son  ;  that  in  blessing  I 
will  bless  thee,  and  in  multiplying  I  will  multiply  thy  seed  as  the 
stars  of  the  heaven,  and  as  the  sand  which  is  upon  the  sea-shore  ; 
and  thy  seed  shall  possess  the  gate  of  his  enemies  ;  And  in  thy 
seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed  ;  because  thou 
hast  obeyed  my  voice." 

From  this  view  of  the  mercy  promised  to  the  fathers,  and  the 
oath  which  God  sware  to  Abraham,  are  you  necessarily  led  to 
conclude,  that  God  hath  wrought  salvation  for  every  particle  of 
human  nature  ?  In  what  sense,  or  to  what  extent,  does  it  appear 
from  the  above  extracts,  that  God  has  performed  his  mercy,  and 
made  good  his  oath  ?  He  has  indeed  blessed  Abraham,  multipli- 
ed his  seed,  and  caused  them,  in  many  instances,  to  possess  the 
gates  of  their  enemies  ;  and,  in  some  respects^  has  made  them  a 
blessing  to  other  nations.  He  has  also  raised  up  for  them  a  horn 
of  salvation,  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  ;  and  not  for  them  only,  but 
for  the  world  of  mankind.  But  has  this  Prince  and  Saviour  de- 
livered the  Jewish  nation  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies^  either 
temporal  or  spiritual  ?  Has  he  so  interposed  in  their  behalf,  as  to 
bring  them  to  "  serve  God  without  fear,  in  holiness  and  right- 
eousness ;"  or  are  all  nations,  as  yet,  blessed  in  him,  or  in  them  ? 
You  certainly  cannot  be  so  unacquainted  with  the  history  of  re- 
demption by  Christ,  or  Avith  the  history  of  the  Jewish  and  other 
nations,  as  to  believe  that  these  events  have  taken  place.  But 
that  in  "due  time,"  in  God's  "  own  due  time,"  they  will  be  ac- 
complished, is  not  doubted.     The  mercy  promised  to  the  fathers, 
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and  the  oath  made  to  Abraham,  will  undoubtedly  be  performed^ 
in  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  at  some  future  period,  to  the 
christian  f^uth,  when  they  will  serve  God  in  rij^hteousness  and 
holiness  ;  when  they  will  become  a  great  and  flourishing  people, 
"  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the  sea- 
shore," when,  through,  or  by  them,  "  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
will  be  blessed.'*  These  blessed  and  glonous  events,  we  believe, 
will  asuredly  take  place  in  their  season,  and  it  becomes  us,  in  the 
view  of  them,  greatly  to  rejoice  and  to  give  glory  to  God,  the 
Saviour.  But  what  connexion  do  you  find,  my  brethren,  between 
these  great  and  important  truths,  and  the  salvation  o^  every  parti' 
cle  of  human  nature  I  If  by  salvation  the  Bereans  mean  ternjioral 
drliverance  or  preservation  from  evil,  with  reference  to  every 
particle  of  human  nature,  it  must  be  needless  to  attempt  a  refu- 
tation of  the  sentiment.  But  if  they  mean  preservation  or  deliv- 
erance./"row  /if/z^rf  evily  or  sufferings  we  ask,  what  is  the  evidence, 
which  t.iey  have  produced,  to  substantiate  the  assertion  ?  If  they 
mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  c-uenj  particle  of  matter  which  be- 
longs to  human  bodies,  and  ever  did  belong  to  them,  will  be  rais- 
ed at  the  resurrection,  the  idea  is  too  extravagant  for  rational  be- 
lief. What  reasonable  man  can  believe,  that,  since  the  whole  bulk 
of  the  human  body  is  wasted  by  perspiration  and  by  other  means 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  every  particle  which  ever  belong- 
ed to  the  body  of  Metliuselah  will  be  raised  and  made  suscep- 
tible of  everlasting  happiness  ;  and  that  this  also  will  be  the 
case  with  every  particle  of  matter  which  ever  belonged  to  every 
other  human  body  ?  Will  you,  my  brethren,  believe  this,  or  will 
any  reasonable  man  believe  it?  Such  infatuation,  I  trust,  will 
never  seize   your  minds. 

In  the  view  of  the  passage  in  Luke  as  above  quoted,  or  "  seeing 
it  with  faith,"  the  Bereans  express  confidence  that  in  "  due  time 
shall  be  divinely  fulfilled  that  happy  event,  which  Jehovah  hath 
sworn  shall  take  place,  and  which  Isaiah,  taught  by  his  Spirit,  pro- 
phetically recorded  in  his  45th  chap.  22,  23,  24th  verses.  "  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  for  I  am  God, 
and  none  else.  I  have  sworn  by  myself,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my 
mouth  in  righteousness,  and  shall  not  return,  that  unto  me  every 
knee  siiall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear.  Surely  shall  say, 
in  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and  strength  :  to  him  shall 
come  ;    and  all  that  are  incensed  against  him  shall  be  ashamed." 

What,  my  brethren,  are  we  to  understand  by  this  passage  ? 
The  22d  verse  can,  upon  no  correct  ground  of  interpretation,  be 
considered  otherwise  than  as  a  co?n?nand  or  exhortation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth,  generally,  to  cast  away  their  idols  of  what- 
ever kind  they  might  be,  and  to  turn  unto  the  only  living  and 
true  God,  as  the  only  means  by  which  their  salvation  could  be 
olAained.  But  does  it  follow,  that  because  they  were  thus  com- 
manded or  exhorted,  they  have  yielded  obedience  to  the  saving 
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of  their  souls  r  Such  a  conclusion,  you  must  be  sensible,  is  equal- 
ly remote  from  just  reasoning,  and  from  truth.  This  connnand 
was  given  more  than  two  thousand  years  past,  and  yet  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth,  generally,  have  not  regarded  it.  They  still  re- 
main in  a  state  of  idolatry  and  alienation  from  God.  Nor  can  the 
command,  with  respect  to  past  generations  of  men,  be  obeyed^  for 
they  have  now  neither  graven  nor  molten  image,  nor  any  other 
image  for  idolatrous  worship,  to  abandon  or  cast  away  ;  and  al- 
though the  command  under  consideration  still  remains  in  force, 
yet  it  is  not  obeyed,  nor  have  you  any  evidence  either  frorti  rea- 
son or  scripture  to  believe  that  it  ever  will  he  obeyed  by  every  in- 
drvidual  oi' the  future  generations  of  men.  How  preposterous, 
then,  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Bereans,  that  every  individual  of 
the  human  race,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time,  will  be 
saved  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  because  they  are  required  to 
do  such  things,  which,  if  done,  would  ensure  their  salvation  ;  but 
which,  it  is  manifest,  they  in  general  neglect  to  do  I  The  conclu- 
sion is  equally  as  absurd,  as  if  you  were  to  say,  that  those  gentle- 
men and  others,  who  agree  with  them  in  sentiment,  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  everlasting  punishment  of  wicked  men,  because 
God  requires  them  to  believe  it. 

It  was  just  now  observed,  that  the  verse  under  consideration  is 
to  be  considered  only  as  a  command  or  exhortation  ;  perhaps, 
however,  it  may  also  be  understood  as  a  firediction  of  the  general 
spread  of  the  gospel,  and  the  general  prevalency  of  the  true  wor- 
ship of  God,  at  a  future  period.  Should  this  idea  be  urged,  no 
objection  will  be  made  to  it. 

The  declaration  in  ver.  23,  "  that  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  ev- 
ery tongue  shall  swear  to  God,''  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  it  be- 
comes us  greatly  to  rejoice  in  the  view  of  this  glorious  truth. 
But  what,  my  brethren,  is  implied  in  it  ?  The  bowing  of  the  knee 
and  swearing  to  God,  as  used  in  this  place,  are,  it  will  not  be  de- 
nied, acts  expressive  of  subjection  and  allegiance  to  the  God  of 
heaven.  But  with  relation  to  whom  are  these  acts  to  be  consid- 
ered ?  With  relation  to  all  fuist  ages  and  generations  of  men  ? 
This  is  not  to  be  admitted  ;  for  they^  in  general,  have  never  thus 
bowed  the  knee.  Sec.  nor  does  the  text  intimate  that  this  ever  will 
be  the  case  with  respect  to  them.  Nor  are  these  acts  of  submis- 
sion and  obedience  to  be  found  in  the  present  age,  only  with  rela- 
tion to  a  comparatively  small  number  of  mankind.  But  that  the 
desirable  event  of  bowing  the  knee  and  swearing  to  God,  in  the 
sense  of  the  text,  will  take  place  at  a  future  period,  according  to 
prediction,  is  not  to  be  questioned  ;  yet  it  may  well  be  question- 
ed, whether  every  individual  of  the  human  race  will  thus  bov/ 
the  knee,  Sec.  in  any  period  of  future  time.  Indeed,  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  they  will  not ;  for  while  many  shall,  hereafter, 
come  to  him  who  is  the  Lord  their  righteousness,  as  stated  in 
verse  24,  '•'-  All  that  are  incensed  against  him  shall  be  ashamed  ;" 
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shall  be  brought  to  sliame  and  punishment.  In  verse  25,  which 
the  Bereans  nei^lectecl  to  quote,  it  is  said,  that  "In  the  Lord  shall 
all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified,  and  shall  glory."  Whoevei^ 
may  be  intended  by  the  seed  of  Israel^  it  seems  very  evident  that 
they  do  not  intend  the  whole  of  mankind.  It  seems  also  equally 
evident,  that  their  justification  stands  opposed  to  the  shame  of 
their  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  Cln^ist. 

From  this  view  of  the  passar^e  quoted  from  Isaiah,  you  must  be 
convinced,  it  is  so  far  from  proving  that  every  individual  of  the 
human  race  will  be  saved  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  it  does 
not  furnish  so  much  as  a  plausible  argument  in  favour  of  it. 
What,  then,  must  be  your  estimation  of  the  discernment  of  those, 
who  can  discover  in  the  passage,  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva- 
tion clearly  developed  ! 

Among  other  passages  of  scripture  contained  in  my  sermon 
in  proof  that  the  word  w///,  in  relation  to  God,  sometimes  intends 
his  eternal  counsel  or  decree,  I  quoted  John  vi.  40.  "This  is  tiie 
will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seeth  the  son  and 
beiieveth  on  him  may  have  everlasting  life."  This  quotation  the 
"Bereans  are  pleased  to  call,  p.  9,  "  a  mutilated,  partial  extract,  be- 
cause those  words  in  the  last  clause  of  the  verse  were  oDiitted  in 
the  quotation,  "  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  They 
then  direct  your  attention  to  what  they  call  "  the  whole  of  our 
Lord's  testimony  to  the  Jews,  in  the  o7^  38,  39,  and  40th  verses 
of  this  chapter,  concerning  himself."  "  All  that  the  Father 
giveth  me  shall  come  to  me  :  and  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will 
in  no  wise  cast  out.  For  I  came  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do 
mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me.  And  this  is  the 
Father's  vv^ill  which  hath  sent  me,  that  of  all  which  he  hath  given 
me,  I  should  lose  nothing ;  but  should  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last 
day.  And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one 
which  seeth  the  Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting 
life  :   and  I  will  raise  him.  up  at  the  last  day." 

What,  my  brethren,  could  have  been  the  design  of  the  gentle- 
men in  introducing  the  above  passage  to  your  consideration  ? 
Was  it  to  prove  that  loill  of  God  never  means  determination  ?  I 
should  be  constrained  to  believe  that  this  was  really  their  design, 
had  they  not  previously  given  such  abundant  evidence  that  they 
are  strangers  to  the  rules  of  correct  reasoning  and  criticism.  This 
circumstance  in  connexion  with  some  subsequent  remarks,  in 
their  Address,  renders  it  highly  probable  that  their  object  in  citing 
the  passage  was  to  prove  that  all  mankind  without  exception  will 
be  saved.  But  can  you  discover  in  it  any  thing  which  proves  the 
truth  of  this  doctrine,  or  has  even  a  favourable  aspect  upon  it  r 
Because  all  those  of  the  human  race,  whom  God  the  Father  gives 
to  the  Son,  will  assuredly  come  to  him,  and  never  be  cast  out,  does 
it  follow  that  the  rest  of  mankind,  who  are  not  given  to  Christ, 
will  come  to  him  to  the  saving  of  their  souls  ?  Does  it  follow,  from 
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ihe  eonsideratioii  that  Christ  will  lose  nothing*,  or  none  of  all  those 
\vhoin  God  has  given  him,  that  the  remainder  of  mankind,  who  are 
not  given  to  him,  will  not  be  lost  ?  Or  does  it  follow  that  they  who 
do  not  see  and  believe  on  the  Son  shall  have  everlasting  life,  be- 
cause this  life  is  secured  by  promise  to  those  who  do  see  and  be- 
lieve on  the  Son  ?  Said  our  Saviour  to  the  multitude  whom  he 
addressed,  ver.  36,  "  Ye  have  seen  me  and  believe  not  ;"  but  the 
promise  of  eternal  life  is  made  only  to  believers.  Does  not  the 
passage,  then,  instead  of  favouring  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva- 
tion, directly  militate  against  it  ? 

In  quoting  the  40th  ver.  of  the  above  cited  passage,  in  my 
sermon,  to  prove  that  vjill  of  God  sometimes  intends  his  eternal 
counsel  or  decree,  the  last  clause  was  omitted,  viz.  "  And  I  w^ill 
raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  This  clause,  the  Bereans  observe, 
p.  9,  might  perhaps  prove  too  much  for  your  pastor,  and  therefore 
he  judged  it  prudent  to  let  it  alone.  Pie  dared  not  deny  a 
universal  resurrection.  As  the  verse  under  consideration  was 
quoted  by  your  pastor  merclij  for  the  purpose  to  iijustrate  the 
position  that  ivili  of  God  sometimes  intends  his  eternal  coun- 
sel or  decree,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  comprehend  the  meaning 
bf  the  gentlemen,  when  they  say,  that  the  latter  clause  of  the 
verse  would  prove  too  wuch  for  your  pastor,  Sec.  What,  my 
brethren,  can  they  intend  by  the  insinuation,  that  your  pastor 
wished  to  keep  the  doctrine  of  the  universal  resurrection  out  of 
sight,  since,  instead  of  attempting  to  conceal  this  glorious  doc- 
trine, he  has,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  brought  it  into 
view  no  less  than  three  times  within  the  narrow  compass  of  four 
lines  in  p.  7  of  his  sermon  ? 

After  making  "  much  ado  about  nothing,"  with  respect  to  the 
omission  of  the  last  clause  of  the  40th  ver.  of  the  6th  ch.  of  John, 
the  gentlemen  proceed  to  observe,  "  It  is  obvious  by  this  clause, 
that  all  whom  the  Saviour  raises  at  the  last  day  shall  be  the  sub- 
jects of  his  grace.  Sec.  Look  to  this,  brethren,  our  fellow  heirs  of 
the  great  salvation.'*  That  you  may  have  immediately  in  your 
view  the  ground  of  the  faith,  or  rather  presumption  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, permit  me  again,  my  brethren,  to  present  to  your  view 
the  verse  above  referred  to,  "And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that 
sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seeth  the  Son  and  believeth  on  him, 
may  have  everlasting  life  ;  and  I  nvill  ra^se  him  uji  at  the  last  day." 
Because  Christ  has  promised,  in  this  passage,  that  he  will  raise  up 
every  one  at  the  last  day  who  believeth  on  him,  the  gentlemen  in- 
fer that  all  unbelievers  will,  at  the  resurrection,  "  be  the  subjects 
of  his  grace  !'*  tliat  all  w  ho  shall  be  raised  "  to  shame  and  ever- 
lasting contempt,"  will  be  the  subjects  of  this  grace  ;  that  all 
who,  at  that  tremendous  period,  will  be  doomed  "  to  depart,  as 
cursedy  into  everlasting  fire,"  will  be  the  subjects  of  this  same 
grace,  and  that  not  "  one  particle  of  our  nature  can  be  lost  !" 
Can  reasonable  creatures  be  so  blinded,  so  infatuated,  as  to  reason 
thus  I 
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After  observing  in  p.  10  of  their  Address,  what  their  views  are 
concerning  faith,  which  "  could  not  communicate  everlasting  life  ;'* 
they  proceed  to  state,  "  that  if  we  believe  him  [Christ]  to  be  as 
his  name  imports,  Our  Saviour  "  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom, 
and  righteousness,  and  sanctifieation  and  redemption  ;"  because  he 
is  the  great  and  only  fulRller  of  the  divine  law,  *'  the  only  holy^* 
and  "  the  just  O/ze-,"  "the  Lord  our  righteousness,"  "the  salvation 
of  God  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,"  &c.  this  *'  makes  him  our  Sa- 
viour, as  believers,  in  a  special  sense."*  The  last  of  the  above  sen- 
tences which  the  Bereans  quote  as  scripture  is  not  the  language 
of  scripture  ;  we  have  therefore  nothing  to  do  with  it  as  a  testi- 
mony in  their  favour.  But  with  respect  to  the  faith,  on  which 
they  rest  their  confidence  for  eternal  life,  it  may  with  much  pro- 
priety be  said,  miserable  comforter  !  If  their  definition  of  it  were 
correct,  then  the  most  abandoned  and  profligate  of  the  human 
race,  who  have  iht  presum/itwn  to  believe  that  Christ  is  the/r  Sa- 
viour ;  is  made  to  t/iem  wisdom,  righteousness.  Sec.  and  who  be- 
lieve that  he  is  the  only  holy  and  just  Ojie^  are  s/iecial  beliex^ers ;  that 
is,  as  I  understand  them,  very  sound  believers,  believers  of  the  best 
^ort.  That  such  characters  have  faith  "  in  a  special  sense^"*  you  will, 
my  brethren,  no  doubt  readily  admit  ;  but  does  not  this  special 
faith  consist  in  believing  a  lie  ?  what  softer  name  can  be  given  to 
the  faith  of  the  unholy  and  profane,  who  believe  that  Christ  is 
their  Saviour  by  being  made  to  them  wisdom,  righteousness,  and 
sanctifieation  ?  Such  characters  are  very  apt  to  embrace  this 
faith  ;  and  such  believers  very  greatly  aboimd  in  our  day.  But 
their  faith  is  founded  in  delusion,  and,  unless  abandoned,  will  as- 
suredly lead  them  to  destruction.  Should  you  ask,  whether  such 
characters  may  not  with  propriety  believe  that  Christ  is  "  the 
only  holy  and  the  just  One  .?"  the  answer  is,  that  they  may  do  this 
with  propriety,  with  the  same  propriety  that  devils  believe  it. 
They  believe  this  truth  and  tremble  :  And  it  becomes  wicked 
men,  in  believing  it,  to  tremble  also.  This  their  belief  is  of  the 
same  nature  with  the  faith  of  devils  ;  nor  is  it  any  better  than 
theirs.  As  the  faith  of  these  gentlemen,  according  to  their  own 
definition,  does  not  include  love  or  holy  affection  to  its  object,  it 
profiteth  nothing.  It  has  no  more  substance  than  the  sounding 
of  brass,  and  the  tinkling  of  a  cymbol.  If  others  choose  to  build 
their  faith  upon  a  tinkling  aiid  empty  sounds  I  pray  God  that  you, 
my  brethren,  may  have  the  wisdom  to  make  a  better  choice,  and 
build  your  faith  upon  substance^  even  the  sure  foundation. 

The  gentlemen  have  quoted  a  passage  from  my  sermon  in  p. 
10  of  their  Address,  in  which  it  is  observed,  that  "  will  oi  God  in 
the  passage  of  my  text  (1  Tim.  ii.  4.)  is  to  be  understood  as  a 
command  or  direction,  and  not  a  determination  of  God,  if  by  ail 
men  be  meant  the  7y/io/e  of  the  human  race,  and  this  is  evident 
from  the  consideration  that  all  men,  in  this  unlimited  sense,  have 
not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."     On  this  passage  they 
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•bserve,  "  We  confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  judge,  what  motive 
your  pastor  could  have  had  by  this  distinction,  Sec.  For  if  you^ 
command  your  servants  to  fetch  your  cows  from  your  pasture,  &c. 
you  certainly  have  some  design^  or  determination^  in  giving  such 
command  or  direction.^*  Here  you  perceive  the  gentlemen  insin- 
uate, that  your  pastor  conveys  the  idea,  in  his  sermon,  that  God, 
in  giving  command  to  his  creatures,  has  no  design  or  determina- 
tion. As  they  could  find  no  ground  for  this  insinuation,  in  my 
sermon,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine  what  could  have  been 
their  motive  for  making  it.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  determine 
why  they  should  be  at  a  loss  to  judge  what  motive  induced  your 
pastor  to  make  the  distinction,  between  the  command  and  deter- 
mination of  God,  with  respect  to  his  argument,  as  the  reason  and 
propriety  of  ti.e  distinction  is  too  obvious,  it  should  seem,, to  leave 
tlieir  minds  in  the  smallest  degree  of  suspense  ;  and  especially  as 
the  distinction  was  particularly  marked,  and  maintained  through 
the  whole  of  his  discourse. 

"  If  you  feel,"  continue  the  Bereans,  "  conscious  that  you  have 
sufficient  power  and  authority  to  enforce  your  command  or  direc- 
tion^no  doubt  your  design  or  determination  is,  to  have  your  com- 
mandov  direction  obeyed,  otherwise  your  will  would  not  be  per- 
formed, &c.  And  as  rational  beings  we  ask,  who  will  dare  deny 
that  Jehovah  hath  both  t/ieivill  and  the  power  to  enforce  his  com- 
mands or  directions  as  well  as  his  designs  and  determinations^^  ■^,  i  1. 

Here  the  gentlemen  insinuate,  that  since,  v/hen  you  command 
your  servants  or  children  to  perform  a  certain  service,  your  de- 
sign or  determination  is,  that  your  command  should  be  obeyed, 
God  determines  that  all  his  commands  should  be  obeyed  ;  and 
then  ask,  "  who  will  deny  that  Jehovah  hath  the  7y///,"  or  determi" 
nation  "  to  enforce  his  commands,  or  directions  ?"  To  this  we 
answer,  the  Spirit  of  inspiration,  the  Spirit  of  truth  has  denied 
this,  and  therefore  all  who  are  under  the  enlightening  influence- 
and  guidance  of  that  Spirit  will  not  merely  dare  but  feel  constrain- 
ed to  deny  it.  It  is  the  command  of  God,  "  thou  shalt  do  no  mur- 
der ;"  but  the  Lord  of  glory  was,  nevertheless,  murdered,  confor- 
mably to  the  determination  of  God.  "  Of  a  truth  against  thy  ho- 
ly child  Jesus,  whom  thou  hast  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius 
Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered 
together,  for  to  do  whatsoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counsel  determin- 
ed before  to  be  done.'*  God  commands  all  his  rational  creatures 
to  hate  and  to  avoid  every  evil  and  false  way,  and  to  be  perfect 
even  as  He  is  perfect  ;  but  has  it  ever  been  his  determination, 
that  these  his  commands  should  be  carried  into  effect  in  the  pres- 
ent world  ?  Surely  you  cannot  suppose  this  without  reflectine: 
the  highest  dishonour  and  reproach  upon  God,  "  whose  counsel 
shall  stand,  and  who  will  do  all  his  pleasure,"  accomplish  all  his 
determinations.  To  say,  my  brethren,  that  God  designs  and  de- 
termines to  enforce  all  \{\%  commands^  or  to  carry  them  into  effect, 


is  virtually,  and  by  just  construction,  to  say,  that  he  is  an  imper- 
fect beini^.  But  what  can  be  more  horribly  sinful  and  blasphe- 
mous !  If  the  Bereans  dare  to  say  this,  as  they  seem  to  do,  I  pray 
God  that  you  m:\y  be  preserved  from  becoming  partakers  in  their 
sin. 

The  gentlemen  farther  observe,  p.  1 1,  "  Because  your  pastor 
cannot  discover  with  his  bodily  organs,  at  this  precise  time,  that 
ali  men  have  universally  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  he 
dares  assert  positively,  that  this  never  can  be  the  determination  of 
God."  Here,  my  brethren,  I  would  ask,  has  your  pastor  any 
where  intimated  that  lie  could,  or  could,  not  see  with  ''  his  bodily 
organs'*  all  men  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ?  Surely  not. 
What  then  do  the  gentlemen  mean  by  the  above  remark  ?  Let 
me  farther  ask,  where  does  your  pastor  positively  assert,  that  it 
cannot  be  the  determination  of  God  that  all  men,  universally, 
shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  because  he  cannot  now 
see  this  event^  with  his  bodily  organs,  or  any  other  organs  of  virion  ? 
You  will,  indeed,  find  him  attempting  to  prove  that  all  men 
indiscriminately  Vvill  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  so 
as  to  insure  their  salvation,  from  "  the  following  considerations^** 
among  which  he  mentions,  p.  6,  '*  the  concurrent  testimony 
both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament."  He  does  not  say  that  all 
men  never  will  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  merely  from 
the  consideration  that  all  men  have  not  heretofore,  and  do  not  at 
the  present  time,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it.  And  this  the 
gentlemen  must  have  known.  What  was  their  motive  in  making 
the  above  declaration,  they  best  can  tell. 

From  the  close  of  the  last  quotation  made  from  the  gentle- 
men's Address,  to  nearly  the  bottom  of  p.  12,  nothing  occurs,  to 
require  particular  attention,  for  which  reason  ojily  the  passages 
ytiW  be  passed  unnoticed. 

At  nearly  the  close  of  p.  12,  the  Bereans,  in  a  mutilated  and 
incorrect  quotation  from  my  sermon,  represent  your  pastor  as 
saying,  that  because  "  a  part  only  of  mankind  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  at  any  particular  period  of  time,  it  cannot 
be  the  determination  of  God  that  all  should  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  at  least,  in  the  present  world  ;  and  that  they  will 
not  in  the  world  to  come,  he  will  make  to  appear  in  the  progress 
of  his  discourse." 

Incorrect  as  a  part  of  the  above  quotation  is,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  its  being  considered  as  perfectly  correct.  Admitting  it  to 
be  so,  what  can  the  gentlemen  make  of  it,  more  or  less  than  this, 
that  God  never  determined  that  all  mankind  should  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  in  the  firesent  tvorld? 
But  will  they  deny,  or  even  question  the  truth  of  this  position, 
since  so  great  a  portion  of  the  human  race  have  in  all  past  ages 
lived  without  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Christ  in  the  world  ? 
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The  attemfit  which  the  gentlemen  make  at  tuit,  when  they  ob- 
serve, p.  13,  "  we  are  not  surprised  that  your  lamp,  gives  so  little 
light,"  justly  entitles  them  to  praise  ;  "  for  in  great  attemjits 
'tis  glorious  e'en  to  fall. '^  But  whether  they  meant  to  be  witty 
when  they  add,  that  according  to  your  pastor's  account,  "  even  the 
gospel  lamfi  is  very  much  like  a  useless  utensil,  which  might  be 
as  well  put  under  a  bushel,  as  set  on  a  candlestick,"  is  not  so  easy 
to  determine  ;  but  you  will  readily  perceive  the  impertinence,  if 
not  the  impiety  of  the  observation,  when  you  consider  that  it  is 
founded  on  the  following  remarks  in  your  pastor's  sermon,  p.  5. 
"  But  should  it  be  admitted  that  the  lamp,  of  the  gospel  has  some- 
limes  shone  over  the  greater  part  of  the  habitable  globe  ;  yet  it  will 
not  be  pretended,  that  every  individual,  of  any  generation  of  men, 
has  come  to  this  light."  Had  not  the  lamp  of  the  Bereans  been  ex- 
tremely dark,  it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  they  would  have  stum- 
bled upon  so  out  of  the  way  observation. 

In  p.  13,  of  their  Address,  the  gentlemen  quote  the  following 
passage  from  my  sermon.  "  If  that  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  is  '  life  eternal,'  be  implied  in  '  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,* 
as  will  be  made  to  appear  in  its  proper  place,  it  is  evident,  that 
ivill  in  the  passage  of  the  text  (1  Tim.  ii.  4.)  cannot  mean  deter- 
mination, from  this  circumstance,  that  the  world  in  general, 
'  lieth  in  wickedness."  On  this  quotation  they  thus  remark, 
"  Whether  your  pastor  really  intended  to  contradict  the  testimony 
of  John  the  Evangelist,  we  know  not.  But  that  apostle  certainly 
declares  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  his  epistle,  '  We  know  that  we  are 
of  God,  and  that  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickedness."  You  per- 
ceive, my  brethren,  that  the  above  quotation  from  your  pastor's 
sermon,  perfectly  harmonizes  with  this  passage  from  the  apostle 
John.  In  that  quotation  you  read  that  the  world  in  general  lieth 
in  wickedness,  and  in  this  passage  that  the  whole  world  lieth  in 
wickedness,  excepting  those,  whom  the  apostle  styles  we^  mean- 
ing himself  and  other  christians.  What  then  could  be  the  motive 
of  the  gentlemen  in  making  the  undisguised  insinuation,  that 
your  pastor  contradicts  the  testimony  of  this  apostle  ? 

The  gentlemen  proceed.  "  Now,  according  to  your  pastor's 
teaching,  the  apostle  might  have  concluded,  nay,  with  propriety 
he  ought  to  have  concluded,  so  they  (the  whole  world)  must  forev- 
er remain  (in  wickedness.)  At  least,  the  apostle  had  just  as  much 
reason  to  conclude  so  universally')  and  that  the  world  universally 
would  be  damned,  as  your  pastor  has  to  conclude  from  appear- 
ances, that  the  world  will  be  partially  damned."  You  will  bear 
it  in  mind,  my  brethren,  that  your  pastor  has  never  concluded 
from  "  appearances"  that  the  world  will  be  partially  damned, 
any  farther  than  appearances  stand  connected  with,  or  arise  from 
scripture  authority.  He,  however,  does  conclude  that  a  part  of 
mankind  will  be  damned,  or  made  everlastingly  miserable  in  the 
future  world  j  and  this  conclusion  he  founds  on  the  sure  word  of 
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prophecy.  But  the  Bereans  tell  you  that  the  apostle  has  just  as 
much  reason  to  conclude  that  the  world  will  universally  be  damn- 
ed, from  the  passage  just  now  quoted,  1  John  v.  19,  "  And  we 
know  that  wr^  are  of  God,  and  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wicked- 
ness." From  what  premises  could  the  apostle  have  any  ground 
to  conclude  that  the  world  universally  would  be  damned,  when  he 
kneio  that  himself  and  many  others  were  of  God  ;  had  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  and  were  not  under  condemnation  ;  and  when  he 
knew  also  that  the  salvation  of  all  such  characters  was  made  sure 
by  the  immutable  promise  of  the  God  of  truth  ?  Surely  they 
could  not  believe  that  the  characters  designated  by  the  word  nve^ 
were  included  in  the  expression,  whole  world.  Besides,  the  word 
wf,  in  its  several  variations,  when  used  as  m  the  above  passage 
to  denote  saints,  or  christians,  they  often  apply  in  their  Address  to 
mankind  universally.  Why  then  do  they  not  say  that  the  apostle 
has  as  much  reason  to  conclude  from  the  text  under  considera- 
tion, that  the  world  universally  will  be  saved,  as  your  pastor  has 
that  the  world  will  be  partially  damned  !  How  fondly  do  vain  men 
desire  to  be  thought  wise  I  How  desirous  to  be  thought  sagacious 
and  acute  reasoners  !  But  were  they  altogether  to  hold  their 
peace  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  their  wisdom. 

The  Bereans  in  the  same  page  of  their  Address  quote  from  my 
sermon  the  following  passage.  "As  in  all  past  ages,  so  in  the 
present,  but  few  comparatively  live  the  life,  or  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,"  &c.  On  this  they  remark,  "  When  the  scriptures 
assert,  in  the  most  positive  terras,  that  'all  men  have  sinned,* 
that  '  all  men  are  liars,*  Sec.  we  are  really  at  a  loss  to  find  '  the 
few  righteous'  your  pastor  alludes  to.  We  are  sensible,  and  do 
not  deny,  that  the  scriptures  speak  in  many  places  of  righteous 
men,  and  holy  men  ;  but  this  cannot  be  applicable  to  them  as 
men.,  mere  men.,  being  a  manifest  contradiction,  by  their  own  tes- 
timony, as  well  as  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  &c.  Here 
you  perceive  that  the  gentlemen  are  at  a  loss  to  find  the  few  righ- 
teous your  pastor  alludes  to,  although  they  allow  that  the  scrip- 
tures speak,  in  many  places,  of  righteous  men,  and  holy  men  I 
Do  they  mean  by  this,  that  the  scriptures,  "  desiring  to  be  teach- 
ers, understand  neither  what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm  V* 
and,  therefore,  are  not  worthy  of  credit !  for  they  add,  that  what 
the  scriptures  say  of  them,  as  righteous,  cannot  be  applicable  to 
them,  as  men.,  mere  men.  But  why  are  they  not  righteous,  as 
men  ?  Because,  say  the  Bereans,  if  this  were  so,  "  it  would  be 
a  mmifest  contradiction,  by  their  own  testimony,  as  well  as  the 
testimony  of  the  Holy  Spirit,'*  &c.  But,  my  brethren,  is  this 
true  ?  You  must  be  too  well  acquainted  with  your  Bibles  to  be 
Ignorant,  that  righteous  men,  in  the  volume  of  that  book,  speak 
of  themselves  and  of  each  other  as  righteous  men,  or  as  the  sub- 
jects and  agents  of  righteousness  ;  and  that  they  are  very  fre- 
quently thus  spoken  of  by  the  Holy  Spirit.     A  multitude  of  ex- 
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amples  might  be  adduced  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  this  posi- 
tion ;  but  it  must  be  needless.  Why  then  do  the  gentlemen  say, 
that  this  "  is  a  manifest  contradiction  ?"  Do  they  say  this  to 
Iwing  the  testimony  of  righteous  men  into  contempt,  and  lo  re- 
proach the  holy  Spirit  of  God  ?  We  would  charitably  hope  other- 
wise. Do  they  say  this,  because  righteous  men  acknowledge  and 
lament  their  imperfections  ?  Miserable  reason  !  Or  do  they  say 
this,  because  the  scriptures  declare  that  "  all  have  sinned,"  &c.  But 
because  all  men  have  sinned,  or  because  by  na f ur e  thert  is  none 
righteous,  does  it  follow,  that  none  becojne  righteous  or  holy  ?  In 
the  view  of  these  things,  let  the  Bereans  put  their  hands  upon 
their  mouth,  and  be  excited  "to  search  the  scriptures  daily^  wheth- 
er these  things  be  so." 

In  this  connexion  I  would  farther  ask,  if  righteous  men  are  not 
righteous  as  tnen^  are  they  righteous   as  angels^  or  as   beasts^  and 
birds^  and  creefiing  things  ?  For  this  query,   the  Bere&ns  have  an 
answer.     "  As  the  prophetic  office,  and  the  priest's  office  were 
denominated  holy^  as  originating  from  Jehovah,   the  institutor  of 
those  divine  offices,  those  characters,   and  also  the  attendants  and 
ministers  at  the  altar,  were  called  holy  in  virtue  of  their  offices." 
What  the  gentlemen  mean  by  these  remarks  is  not  easy  to   di- 
vine, unless  it  be,  that  God's  ancient  prophets,  priests  and  minis- 
ters possessed  no  other  holiness,   than   that  of  a  ceremonial^  rela- 
tive or  nominal  nature  ;   and,   by   parity  of  reason,  that   no  other 
man  possesses  any  hoUness  specifically  different.     But  have  you, 
my  brethren,  so  read,  and  do  you  ^o  understand  the  Bible,  that 
you  can  discern  no  other   holiness  than  this,  in   such   characters, 
as,  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  called  righteous, 
holy,  just,  and  perfect ;  who  are  spoken  of  as  saints,  as  born  of 
God,    and  conformed  to  the  image  of  Christ  ;  as  having  put  off 
the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  and  put  on  the  new  man  ;  as  being 
more  excellent  than   their   neighbour,  as   the  excellent  in   the 
earth,  in  whom  God  delighteth  ?  &c.     Can  you  be  so  ignorant,  so 
blind  with  respect  to  the  mind,  or  instruction  of  the    Spirit,  who 
convinceth  of  righteousness,  as  to  admit,  for  truth,  what  the  Be- 
reans would   persuade    you   to  believe,  that   righteous    men   are 
righteous  only  in  a  ceremonial,  relative  or  nominal   view!  You 
can  never  admit  this  extravagant  and  antiscriptural  sentiment  for 
truth,  unless  you  have  read  your  Bibles  in  vain,  and  "  I  have  be- 
stowed labour  upon  you  in  vain."  Whether  these  gentlemen  la- 
bour to  destroy  all  moral  distinction  among  men,  and  explode  the 
doctrine  of  moral  righteousness  or   holiness,   from  a    conviction 
that  they  have  no  experimental  acquaintance    with   this  doctrine, 
and  that  it  is  a  barrier,  which  must  be  broken  down,   in  order  to 
their  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  they  best  can  tell.     We 
pretend  not  to  decide. 

In  p.  15,  the   gentlemen  ask,  "  If  the  grace  of  God,  and  the. 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  have  such  good  effects,  such  blessed  ef- 
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lects,  as  your  pastor  describes,  why  does  he  try  to  limit  its  opera- 
tion, by  feeding  the  sheep  of  Jehovah  with  this  antichristian  tenet, 
that  men  must  be  moral  and  righteous  before  they  can  be  the 
subjects  or  recipients  of  God's  grace  or  salvation  ?  which,  by  his 
own  confession,  is  substituting  the  effect  for  the  cause.**  To  what 
this  very  extraordinary  passage  alludes,  I  should  be  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  were  it  not  that  the  authors,  in  immediate  con- 
nexion with  it,  make  the  following  incorrect  quotation  from  my 
sermon,  "  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as 
it  is  in  Jesus,  never  fails  to  reform  the  morals  of  men.'*  The 
passage  to  which  they  refer  in  my  sermon  is  expressed  thus  ; 
"  This  knowledge  of  the  truth,"  (i.  e.  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
which  implies  life  eternal)  ''  never  fails  to  reform  the  morals  of 
men."  &c.  p.  5.  But  what  is  there,  my  brethren,  in  this  senti- 
ment or  position,  of  an  "antichristian"  nature  or  tendency?  or 
"what  is  there  implied  in  it,  which  "  substitutes  the  effect  for  the 
cause  ?"  Surely  the  gentlemen  must  view  objects  through  a  very 
imposing  medium,  to  make  the  discovery.  Or  rather  must  they 
not  see  with  closed  eyes  ?  If  they  would  make  your  pastor  say, 
that  men  must  be  "  moral  and  righteous,"  in  order  to  salvation  ; 
or,  that  they  cannot  be  saved  without  being  the  subjects  of  gospel 
morality  and  righteousness,  they  do  him  no  injustice.  He  avows 
this  sentiment.  And  who  that  believes  that  "  doctrine,  which  is 
according  to  godliness,"  denies  it  ••*  However  the  Bereans  may 
deny  the  truth  of  it,  I  am  persuaded  that  they,  v/ho  diligently 
search  the  scriptures,  will  "  not  come  into  their  secret,"  nor  suf- 
fer their  "  honour  to  be  united  unto  their  assembly."  But  if  they 
would  make  your  pastor  say,  "  that  men  must  be  moral  and  right- 
eous before  they  can  be  the  subjects  or  recipients  of  God's  grace," 
or  before  they  can  be  inoral  or  righteous^  you  have  too  much  dis- 
cernment to  be  imposed  upon  by  so  ludicrous  and  foolish  insinua- 
tion ;  as  you  must  be  convinced,  that  he  has  given  them  no 
ground  for  it,  in  any  part  of  his  sermon.  What,  then,  do- the 
gentlemen  mean,  but  to  explode  the  doctrine,  that  true  morality 
or  righteousness  is  a  necessary  pre-requisite  to  salvation  or  eter- 
nal life  !  When  will  these  men  "cease  to  pervert  the  right  ways 
of  the  Lord  !" 

The  Bereans  further  observe,  p.  15,  "  We  are  accustomed  to 
believe  that  Jehovah  '  exalted  Jesus  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, 
to  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins."  The  knowledge  of 
this  truth,  and  the  belief  of  it,  is  the  revelation  or  manifestation 
of  his  salvation  in  us,  wlien  with  our  mouths,  as  faithful  witnesses 
for  God,  we  publish  and  make  confession  unto  the  salvation  of 
God."  This  passage,  as  are  many  others  in  the  Address,  is  ac- 
companied with  no  little  obscurity.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that 
the  authors  will  not  have  justice  done  them  in  the  remarks  I  shall 
make  upon  it,  I  shall  not,  however,  designedly  give  them  any 
just  ground  of  complaint.     The  scripture  passage  to  which  they 
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rcTer  is  Acts  v.  31.  "  Him,"  (i.  e.  Christ)  "  hath  God  exalted 
vniU  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  re- 
pentance to  Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins.'*  The  belief  of  this 
truth,  when  they  make  confession  of  it,  is,  say  the  Bereans,  if  I 
can  understand  them,  the  revelation  or  manifestation  of  the  sal- 
vation of  God  in  their  souls  ;  that  is,  the  grace  of  God,-^vhich  is 
the  pledge  of  their  future  and  everlasting  salvation.  But  is  this, 
my  brethren,  a  faith  which  accompanies  salvation  ?  Is  it  not  a  faith 
of  which  devils  are  the  subjects  ?  May  it  not  exist  among  men, 
who  have  no  love  to  the  object  of  it  ?  But  the  Bereans  will  proba- 
bly say,  that  the  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  spoken  of  m  the 
passage  under  consideration  is  to  be  bestowed  upon  a/l  men. 
And  this  they  seem  to  insinuate,  by  the  mutilation,  which  they 
have  made  of  the  text.  Be  it  so,  then,  that  the  salvation,  of  which 
they  are  the  subjects,  consists  in  their  believing  that  Christ  will 
give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  to  a/l  7ncn,  what  can  be  the 
nature  of  this  salvation  ?  for  it  results  from,  or  consists  in  th.e  be- 
lief of  a  lie^  as  Christ  never  was  exalted  to  be  a  prince  and  Saviour 
to  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  to  all  men  indiscriminately , 
as  the  scriptures  abundantly,  and  in  the  most  unequivocal  man- 
ner testify. 

Several  sentences,  in  the  Address,  immediately  following  the 
last  quotation,  are  too  obscurely  expressed,  when  collectively  con- 
sidered, to  convey  any  clear  and  distinct  ideas.  But  so  far  as  I 
can  understand  their  meaning,  they  contain  little  or  nothing, 
which  has  not  already  been  noticed.  No  particular  attention 
will,  therefore,  be  paid  to  them.  But  in  p.  16,  they  quote  a  pas- 
sage of  scripture,  to  which  I  will  direct  your  attention.  "  We 
believe,"  say  the  Bereans,"  with  the  apostle  Paul,  that  *  he  (God) 
verily  gave  us  grace  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began.' 
And  therefore,  as  the  subjects  of  this  grace,  which  he  purposed 
and  designed  before  we  existed,  we  are,  in  consequence,  exhort- 
ed," Sec.  The  scripture  passage  above  quoted  is  2  Tim.  i.  9. 
It  was  addressed  by  St.  Paul  to  Timothy  as  his  dearly  beloved 
son,  and  as  one  who  with  himself  is  represented  as  saved  and 
called,  Vv'ith  an  holy  calling  ;  not,  says  the  apostle,  according  to 
our  works,  but  according  to  God's  own  purpose  and  grace 
"  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began." 
The  gift  of  this  grace  the  apostle  seems  evidently,  in  this  passage, 
to  limit  to  himself  and  Timothy  ;  although  in  other  places,  he 
extends  it  to  the  whole  Israel,  or  elect  of  God.  Now  because 
the  apostle  speaks  of  himself  and  Timothy  as  the  subjects  of  dis- 
criminating grace  ;  by  what  authority  do  the  Bereans  apply  the 
words  of  the  inspired  penman  to  themselves  ;  to  all  who  are  like 
minded  with  themselves,  and  indeed  to  a//  mankind?  If  they  do 
not  intend  thus  to  apply  the  passage,  1  am  under  a  great  mistake 
with  respect  to  their  meaning.  But  is  not  this  a  manifest  misap- 
plication of  scripture  !  Because  Paul  observes  that  himself  and 
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Timothy  were  the  subjects  of  the  special  grace  of  God  in  Christ, 
the  gentlemen  tell  you,  that  they  also  are  the  subjects  of  the  same 
grace  !  With  the  same  propriety  they  might  say,  that,  because  to 
JVcivton  and  Locke  were  given  intellectual  faculties  of  a  peculiarly 
sublime  and  discriminating  nature,  they  also  possess  the  samejac- 
ulties  I 

The  gentlemen  in  the  same  page  very  ivhely  remark,  "  We 
are  not  called  upon  to  create  a  truth  in  the  divine  character  by 
believing  ;  for  if  it  were  not  an  eternal  truth,  as  it  respects  his 
relation  to  us,  before  we  believed,  it  would  follow,  that  the  crea- 
ture could  create  a  truth  in  the  character  of  the  Creator,  which 
did  not  pre-exist."  You  are  told,  my  brethren,  in  this  passage, 
that  you  do  not  possess  a  creative  power,  and  that  you  cannot  do 
a  thing,  which  it  is  impossible  for  any  being  to  do.  In  other  words, 
they  tell  you,  that  if  you  bdieve  that  this  earth  is  a  globe,  your 
belief  does  not  make  it  a  globe,  and  that  if  you  believe  the  sun  is 
a  fountain  of  heat,  and  of  light,  your  belief  does  not  create  those 
qualities  in  the  sun  1  As  they  have,  from  the  plenitude  of  their 
knowledge,  more  thaif  once  communicated  this  important  and 
sage  iniormation,  you  will,  it  is  hoped,  have  a  due  sense  of  your 
obligation  to  them,  and  suitably  improve  the  wonderful  discovery, 
which  they  have  made,  and  had  the  goodness  gratuitously  to 
communicate. 

In  this  connexion  we  ask  the  gentlemen,  that,  since  believing 
in  a  pre-existent  truth  does  not  create  that  truth,  whether  the  be- 
lief of  an  zmtruth,  is  capable  of  converting  it  into  ^.truth  !  If  not, 
then  believing  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  to  be  true, 
which  the  Bible,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  assures  us,  is 
an  2^ntruth,  will  never,  assuredly,  make  that  untruth  a  truth. 

In  p.  16,  the  gentlemen  make  the  following  extract  from  my 
sermon,  "  That  God  does  not  wzY/,  or  determne  the  salvation  of 
all  men,  without  exception,  is  evident  from  the  concurrent  tes- 
timony both  of  the  old  and  new  testament.  From  this  testimony 
we  learn,  that  there  is  an  essential  difterence  in  the  moral  charac- 
ter of  men  who  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  righteous  and 
wicked  ;  and  that  he  exercises  different  feelings  towards  them  ; 
that  while  the  righteous  are  in  a  pardoned  state,  the  wicked 
are  under  sentence  of  condemnation,'*   Sec. 

On  this  passage  they. observe,  "  Mankind,  compared  with  one 
another,  do  certainly  exhibit  different  aspects  of  moral  character, 
and  yet  it  is  as  certainly  true,  that  every  man  has  his  faults,  &c. 
Many  men  do  not  appear  deficient  in  the  observance  of  all  the 
externals  of  piety,  religion  and  morality  ^  while  others  to  appear- 
ance, have  no  concern,  nor  take  any  heed  how  they  act  or  de- 
mean themselves.  And  yet,  like  the  pharisees  of  old,  the  former 
may  be  hypocrites,  while  the  latter  appear  undisguisedly  what  they 
are,  Jiublicans,  harlots^  and  sinners.  But  we  hope  that  even  your 
pastor  will  believe  our  divine  Master  decided  justly,  when  he  said, 


31 

*  the  publicans  and  harlots  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before 
you  :'  Not  that  they  shall  be  forever  excluded,  but  because  they 
are  in  the  character  of  deceivers  and  hypocrites  ;  they  are  put 
back  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  conduct,  and,  as  a  punishment  of 
their  pride,  go  in  the  last.** 

These  remarks,  if  they  have  any  pertinency  to  the  passage  they 
quoted,  as  above,  from  my  sermon,  are  designed  to  do  away  or 
destroy  all  "  essential  difference  in  the  moral  character  of  men, 
who  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  righteous  and  wicked." 
But  because  "  every  man  has  his  faults,"  does  it  follow  that  there 
is  no  essential  difference  in  their  moral  character  !  Do  not  the 
scriptures,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  teach,  that  some  of  man- 
kmd  are  the  servants  of  God^  and  that  others  are  the  servants  of 
sin  ;  that  it  is  the  character  of  some  of  them  to  love  God  ;  while 
others  are  haters  of  God  ;  that  some  are  loith  Christy  and  that  oth- 
ers are  against  him  ?  &c.  To  attempt  a  formal  proof  that  there  is 
this  wide  distinction,  this  essent  at  difference  in  the  moral  char- 
acters of  men,  must  be  deemed  needless,  by  all  who  believe  the 
truth  ot  revelation,  for  no  doctrine  is  more  unequivocally  taught, 
more  clearly  illustrated,  or  more  frequently  brought  into  view  in 
the  book  of  God. 

You  will  particularly  note  that  the  gentlemen  in  the  above  quo- 
tation of  their  Address,  very  clearly  insinuate,  although  they 
do  not  expressly  make  the  declaration,  that  men  who  observe  all 
the  externals  of  piety,  religion  and  morality,  without  any  a/ipar- 
ent  deficiency^  are  hypocrites  ;  that  they  do  not  sustain  characters 
so  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  publicans  and  harlots,  and 
that  they  will  not  gain  admission  into  heaven,  m  so  fair  and  hon- 
ourable a  manner,  as  these  profligate  and  abandoned  characters. 
This  insinuation  you  must  view,  as  a  most  palpable  violation  of 
every  rule  prescribed  by  christian  candour,  and  as  a  contemptu- 
ous sneer  at  whatever  has  the  appearance  of  godly  sincerity,  pure 
and  undefiled  religion,  and  true  morality.  But  what  is  the 
ground  of  this  their  extraordinary,  and,  I  am  constrained  to  add, 
impious  insinuation  ?  They  tell  you,  page  17,  "  That  if  men 
undertake  to  judge  their  brethren,  they  can  only  judge  according 
to  appearances.  And  our  Lord  cautions  his  disciples  against 
such  judgment,  though  he  admonishes  them  to  judge  righteous 
judgment.  But  how  can  we  judge  righteously,  when  the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked,"  Sec.  p.  18. 
"  Thus  we  readily  pass  sentence,  like  David,  when  we  judge  ac- 
cording to  appearances,  and  say,  the  man  that  hath  done  this  thing 
shall  surely  die,  though  even  in  this  very  act,  we  sign  our  own 
death  warrant." 

Here  you  perceive,  my  brethren,  that  the  Bereans  do  not  allow 
themselves  to  judge  according  to  appearances.  Hence  it  should 
seem  that  when  "  men  do  not  appear  deficient  in  the  observance 
Q.i  all  the  externals  of  piety,  religion  and  morality,"  they  Judge  or 
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veiy  strongly  susfiect  that  they  are  hypocrites  and  very  bad  men, 
and  that  when  tiiey  "  aji/iear  luidisguisedly  as  fiubllcans^  harlots  and 
sinners,"  they  are  better  than  those  of  the  other  description,  and 
will  get  into  heaven  in  a  more  easy  and  desirable  manner.  In 
other  words,  since  tiiey  do  not  allow  themselves  to  judge  accord- 
ing to  appearances,  they  conclude,  it  seems,  that  they  must  judge 
contrary  to  appearances  ;  that  when  an  object  a/ipears  very  white, 
they  must  conclude  that  it  is  very  black ;  that  when  an  object 
afi/iears  extremely  fair  and  alluring,  they  must  conclude  that  \tis 
very  deformed  and  repulsive  ;  and  that  when  an  object  ajifiears 
very  large,  they  must  conclude  it  is  very  small.  In  this  connexion 
you  will  particularly  observe,  that  since  the  afijiearance  from 
scripture,  is,  that  there  is  an  essential  difference  in  the  moral 
characters  of  men,  who  are  denominated  righteous  and  wicked, 
they  conclude  that  no  such  difference  exists  ;  and  that  as  the  afi' 
jiearancc  from  scripture  is,  that  a  portion  of  the  human  race  will 
be  made  everlastingly  miserable  in  the  future  world,  they  are  led 
to  judge  that  all  men,  without  exception,  will  be  everlastingly 
happy  !  This  mode  of  judging,  it  should  seem,  is  the  most  effec- 
tual expedient  which  their  ingenuity  can  devise  and  pursue,  to 
avoid  "  signing  their  own  death  warrant  I"  But  in  thus  seeking 
to  save  life,  do  they  not  expose  it,  to  say  the  least,  to  the  most 
imminent  hazard?  You  are  not  ignorant,  my  brethren,  who  hath 
said,  "  whosoever  will  save  his  life,'*  i.  e.  by  improper  and  un- 
justifiable expedients,  "  shall  lose  it."  Nor  will  you  question 
that  his  words  are  faithful  and  true.  But  notwitlistanding  the 
wary  gentlemen  would  avoid  signing  their  death  warrant,  by  not 
judging  "  according  to  appearances  ;"  and  notwithstanding  they 
quote,  with  seeming  approbation,  the  following  words  of  the 
apostle,  "  Therefore  thou  art  inexcusable,  O  man,  whosoever 
thou  art  that  judgest  ;  for  wherein  thou  judgest  another,  thou 
condemnest  thyself  ;  for  thou  tliat  judgest  doest  the  same 
things  ;"  yet  you  find  these  same  gentlemen  assuming  the  office 
of  judges,  and  giving  judgment  without  mercy,  with  respect  both 
to  the  heart  and  head  of  your  pastor.  Mark  their  decision,  p.  6, 
'^  He  is  self-willed  ;  so  puffed  up  with  vain  conceit ;  his  fleshly 
inind  is  exalted  above  measure,"  Sec.  Although  it  is  a  very  small 
thing  to  be  judged  of  man's  judgment,  yet  it  is  a  question  of  no 
smLdl  curiosity,  what  can  be  the  ^'roz^??^/ of  these  gentlemen's  judg- 
ing ?  They  do  not  allow  themselves  to  judge  according  to  ap- 
pearances ;  nor  will  they  pretend,  it  is  presumed,  to  an  intuitive 
knonvledge  of  the  hearts  of  others.  Must  they  not  judge  then 
iviihout  appearances  ? 

The  Bereans,  in  p.  18,  "  Briefly  notice  your  pastor's  singular 
observation,  '  that  while  the  righteous  are  in  a  pardoned  state,  the 
wicked  are  under  sentence  of  condemnation  ;'  and  we  are  per- 
suaded, that  on  reflection  he  will  grant,  that  pardon  is  never  giv- 
en, until  sentence  of  condemnation  has  been  pronounced.     And 
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JUS  sentence  of  condemnation  could  never  be  pronounced  by  a 
righteous  judge  on  righteous  characters^  we  presume  you  will  not 
wonder  why  we  declared  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  find  the  *  few 
righteous'  characters,  your  pastor  alluded  to.  By  his  own  ac- 
count, they  are  only  superficially  or  hypocritically  righteous  ;  in 
plain  terms,  genuine  Pharisees." 

Here  you  perceive,  that,  to  these  gentlemen  it  is  a  singular  ob- 
servation, that  righteous  men  are  in  a  fiardoned  state.  But  it  is 
presumed  that  there  can  be  nothing  smgular,  or  extraordinary, 
or  unintelligible  in  the  observation  but  to  men  who  are  wise  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  wise  above  what  is  written.  Who  that  be- 
lieves that  all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  wor- 
thy of  all  acceptation,  but  readily  perceives,  that  in  this  scripture 
some  of  the  human  race  are  denominated  righteous,  and  repre- 
sented as  possessing  moral  characters  essentially  different  from 
those  which  belong  to  others  of  the  human  race,  who  are  denom- 
inated wicked  ?  and  who  that  possesses  the  slightest  acquaintance 
with  the  scripture,  but  perceives  that  these  same  righteous  persons, 
according  to  scripture  representation,  had  been  sinners,  im/ienitenf 
sinners,  and  were  of  course  in  an  unpardoned  state  ;  but  that  on 
becoming  righteous,  or  true  penitents,  their  sins  are  forgiven,  or 
they  are  pardoned  ?  Does  it  require  much  acuteness  of  mind,  or 
any  considerable  stock  of  intellect  to  discover  these  truths,  which 
are  written  as  in  capitals  on  the  pages  of  the  Bible  ?  But  what 
has  your  pastor  suggested  more  or  less,  in  his  sermon,  respect- 
ing the  subject,  which  to  the  Bereans  is  so  singular  and  surpris- 
ing ?  You  who  have  read  that  discourse,  with  any  degree  of  at- 
tention, must  be  sensible  that  it  contains  no  other  statement,  for 
substance,  than  what  has  now  been  made.  And  had  these  gentle- 
men read  the  discourse  as  they  should  have  done,  they  would  not 
have  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  making  the  singular  re- 
marks in  the  above  quotation  of  their  Address  ;  some  of  which, 
and  particularly  the  last  remark,  are  as  perfectly  unintelligible,  as 
impertinent.  As  to  this  remark,  I  am  indeed  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  conjecture,  what  can  be  its  meaning  or  design. 

In  pp.  18,  19,  of  their  Address,  the  Bereans  have  made  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  my  sermon,  "  Not  only  does  the  scripture 
represent  death  as  attended  with  different  circumstances  with 
reference  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  but  it  explicitly  de- 
clares, that  while  the  righteous  shall  be  happy  in  the  future 
world,  the  wicked  shall  be  miserable.  As  this  declaration,  with 
reference  to  the  righteous,  will  by  none  be  questioned,  I  shall  at- 
tend to  the  declaration  with  reference  only  to  the  wicked.  With 
reference  to  these,  it  is,  '  that  they  shall  be  turned  into  hell  ;* 
that  they  shall  be  doomed  to  the  place  '  where  there  shall  be 
weeping,  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ;'  that  they  '  are  reserv- 
ed unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punished.'  These  are  but  a 
specimen  of  the  numerous  passages  of  scripture,  in  which  we 
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lincl  the  declaration,  that  some  of  mankind,  the  wicked,  will  be 
miserable  after  death." 

In  immediate  connexion  with  this  passage  the  gentlemen  ob- 
serve, ''  We  do  not  conceive  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  or  New 
Testament  warrant  such  conclusions  as  your  pastor  takes  for 
granted'*  What  conclusions,  my  brethren,  does  your  pastor  take 
for  granted  ?  Can  you  discover  any  conclusions  to  which  the 
gentlemen  allude,  but  those  which  are  contained  in  the  above 
cited  scrififure  passages  ?  These  seem  obviously  the  conclusions 
to  which  they  allude.  Nor  will  you  be  surprised  to  find  them  in 
a  state  of  hostility  with  such  conclusions,  when  you  consider,  that 
the  principal  efforts  which  they  make  in  their  Address  are  directed 
against  some  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  truths  of 
revelation. 

At  the  close  of  the  paragraph,  from  which  the  last  quotation 
was  made,  they  observe,  "  Salvation,  we  conclude,  is  not  given  as 
a  reward  to  men,  according  to  their  ivorks,  for  then  every  human 
being  would  come  short  of  it  ;  but  it  is  a  free  gift  to  sinners,  con- 
demned sinners,  and  could  not  be  an  act  of  free  grace  upon  any 
other  principle."  Vv  hat  are  the  ideas,  which  the  gentlemen  would 
be  understood  to  convey  by  this  passage,  is  not  easy  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  that  in  ivords  they  directly  pontradict  the  declara- 
tion of  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  you  Avill  be  convinced  by 
turning  to  Matt.  xvi.  27,  and  other  passages,  which  it  is  needless 
to  recite.  "  For  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  with  his  angels,  and  then  he  shall  reward  every  man  aC' 
cording  to  his  works.'*  But  on  this  ground,  yoti  will  not,  my 
brethren,  conclude  with  the  Bereans,  that  "  every  human  being 
would  come  short  of  salvation.**  You  cannot  have  read  the  Bible 
with  any  degree  of  attention,  without  having  noticed  that  God 
has  promised  to  reward  the  righteous,  or  those  wlio  do  his  com- 
mandments, according  to  their  m  orks  or  the  deeds  they  have  done  in 
the  body  ;  that  they  shall  not  lose  their  reward,  if  they  give  but  a 
cup  of  cold  water  to  any  one  who  belongs  to  Christ  in  the  name 
of  a  disciple.  Although  you  will  explode  the  doctrine  of  merit 
on  the  part  of  men,  however  eminent  they  may  be  for  works  of 
righteousness,  and  ascribe  their  salvation  wholly  to  grace,  yet  you 
will  not  renounce  the  doctrine  o^  gracious  reward  to  the  righteous. 
Nor  can  you,  with  any  propriety,  believe  with  the  Bereans,  that 
salvation  is  a  gift  bestowed  on  "  condemned  sinners,"  but  upon 
such  sinners  only  as  through  the  mercy  of  God  are  freed  from 
condemnation,  or  real  saints  ;  for  "  there  is  no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrisr  Jesus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
after  the  Spirit.'*  Nor  can  you  have  any  consistent  ideas  of  "  free 
grace  upon  any  other  principle."  While  the  Berean  doctrine  of 
Jree  grace  goes  apparently  to  destroy  all  distinction  in  the  moral 
characters  of  men,  and  to  introduce  into  the  heavenly  world, 
"  dogs  and  sorcerers,  whoremongers,  publicans  and  harlots,"  with 
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greater  facility  than  those,  who  "  do  not  appear  deficient  in  the 
observance  of  all  the  extemals  of  piety,  religion  and  morality  ;'* 
it  is  devoutly  hoped  that  none  of  you  will  ever  be  suffered  thus  to 
turn  the  grace  of  God  into  licentiousness. 

In  p.  19,  the  Bereans  say,  "■  Your  pastor  in  his  reference  to  the 
wicked,  and  selection  fron^i  the  scriptures,  has  produced  three 
mutilated  texts,  which  he  calls  proofs  of  his  assertions.'*  As  the 
gentlemen  have  repeatedly  charged  me  with  mutilating  passages 
of  scripture,  which  I  have  quoted  in  my  sermon,  and,  apparently, 
witli  the  view  to  impress  your  minds  with  the  belief,  thcit  I  have 
so  mangled  them,  as  to  destroy,  or  at  least  to  put  a  false  gloss  up- 
on them,  and  for  disingenuous  and  base  purposes,  I  would  say 
in  relation  to  it,  that  in  quoting  scripture  passages,  I  took  no  little 
pains  to  quote  them  correctly,  neither  adding  any  thing,  knowing- 
ly, for  scripture,  which  was  not  so,  nor  keeping  any  thing  back, 
which  appeared  pertinent  to  the  subject  in  question.  It  was  my 
sincere  aim  to  do  nothing  by  partiality.  If,  however,  I  have  com- 
mitted the  sin  laid  to  my  charge,  it  was  the  sin  of  ignorance.  But 
had  these  gentlemen  possessed  any  considerable  share,  either  of 
circumspection  or  modesty,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  they 
would  so  unblushingly  have  charged  your  pastor  with  the  crime 
under  consideration,  when  a  large,  if  not  the  largeiit  portion  of 
scripture  passages  which  they  have  introduced  into  their  Address 
are  very  partially  and  incorrectly  quoted.  Luke  i.  72,  they  quote 
thus,  "  He  hath  most  gloriously  '  performed  the  mercy  which  he 
promised  to  our  father  Abraham."  ver.  68,  they  thus  quote,  "The 
Visitor  and  Redeemer  of  his  people."  ver.  69,  "  He  hath  '  raised 
up  a  mighty  horn  of  salvation  for  us."  Is.  xlv.  22,  is  thus  quoted, 
"  The  Saviour  of  the  ends  of  the  earth."  And  thus  have  they 
quoted  Acts  v.  31,  "  Jehovah  has  *  exalted  Jesus  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remissions."  If,  my 
brethren,  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  turning  to  the  passages 
above  referred  to,  and  of  comparing  them  with  the  quotations, 
you  will  find,  not  only  a  verbal  difference  between  them,  but  in 
some  of  them,  at  least,  a  very  considerable  difference  in  meaning. 
Whence  it  is  that  the  gentlemen  should  be  so  flagrantly  guilty  of 
a  conduct  themselves,  which  they  consider  in  others  as  so  heinous 
a  crime,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  decide.  Your  decision  in  this 
case,  my  brethren,  will  be  as  favourable,  it  is  hoped,  in  behalf  of 
your  Berean  friends,  as  christian  charity  will  admit. 

After  quoting  the  following  passage  of  scripture,  Ps.  ix.  IT, 
"  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that 
forget  God,"  and  which  they  charge  me  with  mutilating,  because 
the  latter  part  of  it  was  not  introduced  into  my  sermon,  the  Be- 
reans, p.  20,  "  add  a  few  verses  taken  from  Ps.  xxii.  27,  28,  and 
29.  *'  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  un- 
to the  Lord  :  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  be- 
fore thee.      For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's  ;    and  he  the  govern- 


or  among  the  nations.  All  fat  upon  earth  shall  cat  and  wor- 
ship :  all  they  that  go  down  to  the  dust  shall  bow  before  him  : 
and  none  can  keep  alive  his  own  soul." 

Here  the  gentlemen  would  "  rationally  inquire,  whether  Da- 
vid's testimony  above  mentioned,  that  the  wicked  shall  be  turned 
into  hell,  Sec  shall  be  literally  fulfilled,  and  the  wicked  remain  in 
hell  to  all  eternity,"  and  whether  "  the  above  recited  testimony 
of  the  same  prophet,  in  his  22d  Psalm,  never  be  fulfilled  ?  Or 
whether  doth  shall  be  fulfilled  ?  We  believe,"  they  add,  "  both 
nvill  be  divinely  fulJiUed*^  Here,  again,  they  insinuate  that  your 
pastor  and  all  who  are  in  sentiment  with  him,  do  not  believe  this. 
But  who  are  real  believers  in  the  truth  of  all  the  passages  above 
cited,  will  perhaps  appear  before  the  subject  is  dismissed. 

"  If,"   continue    the  Bereans,  "  the  denunciation  in  the  ninth 
Psalm  implies  that  the  wicked  shall  forever  remain  in  hell,  or  to 
all  eternity,  it  is  evident  that  the  promise  of  restoration  contained 
in  the  22d  Psalm  can  never  take  place,  and  consequently  David's 
testimony,  being  contradictory,  cannot  be  true,"  See.     Here,   you 
are  requested  to  stop,  and  again  read   the  passages  above  quoted 
from  the  9th  and  22d  Psalms.     You  perceive  that  the  passage  in 
the  9th  Psalm,  unequivocally  declares,  that  the  wicked,  and  even 
all  who  forget  God,  shall  be  turned  into  hell.     The  passage  from 
the  22d  Psalm  you  must  be  convinced  represents  the  Gentiles  or 
heathen,  at  some  future  period^  as  turning  to   the  Lord,   and  in  a 
happy  condition  ;    that  this  will  be  the  case  with  the  "  fat,'*  or 
great  and  powerful  men,  as  well  as  with  those  who  are  in  circum- 
stances of  depression  and  are  ready  to  perish  ;  and  that  this  glo- 
rious event  is  certain,  from  the  consideration,  that  the  kingdom  is 
the  Lord's,  Sec.     Now  this  happy  event,  say  the  gentlemen,  can 
never  take  place,  if  "  the  wicked   shall  forever   remain  in  hell." 
Their  reasoning   in  brief  is   this  ;  that    since  "  all  the  ends  of 
the  world,  and  all  the   kindreds   of  the   nations,   shall,  at  some 
future  period,   worship   before   God,"   the   wicked,  who  in  for- 
mer p.eriods  had  been  turned  into  hell,  will  not  forever   remain 
there  ;   for  if  they  should  remain  in  hell  forever,  "  David's  testi- 
mony  cannot  be  true."     "  We  give   this,  (say  the  gentlemen)  as 
one  of  our  reasons  for  disbelieving  the  doctrine  of  endless  mis- 
ery," Sec.  I     Because  there  will,  before  the  end  of  the  nvorld,  be  a 
great  and  general  turning  to  the  Lord  of  all  kindreds  and  nations, 
the  doctrine  of  endless  misery  cannot  be  true  according  to  the 
reasoning  of  modern  Bereans  I     How  conclusive,  how  irresisti- 
ble is  reasoning  like  this  ! 

Another  reason  for  their  disbelief  of  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery,  they  derive  from  John  iii.  17.  "  For  God  sent  not  his 
Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved."  By  reading  this  passage  in  con- 
nexion with  the  context,  you  will  find,  that  notwithstanding  Jesus 
Christ  was  not  sent  into  the  v/orld  to  condemn  the  world,  yet  that 
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co?ide7nnation  ;  that  eternal  life  is  promised  to  none  but  such  as 
*'  should  believe  in  him,"  while  the  rest  were  to  "  perish."  "  The 
world  through  him,  vught  be  saved,"  by  believing  in  him  ;  nor 
is  there  any  intimation  in  the  text  under  consideration,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  chapter  from  which  it  is  taken,  that  any  part  of  the 
world  would  be  saved,  but  by  believing.  But  the  world  in  gene- 
ral believed  not^  and  were  of  course  in  a  state  of  condeinnation. 
Now  because  the  world  might  be  saved  by  believing  in  Christ,  the 
Bereans  conclude  that  none  of  mankmd  will  eternally  perish,  but 
that  all  will  have  everlasting  life  ;  although  they  neglect  the  con- 
dition by  which  it  is  to  be  obtained  I  their  argument  in  brief, 
seems  to  be  this  :  since  believers  in  Christ  nvill  be  everlastingly 
saved,  unbelievers  nvill  not  everlastingly  fierish  I  How  pertinent 
and  forcible  is  this  reasoning  ! 

In  pp.  21,  22,  the  Bereans  produce  another  argument,  or  what 
they  call  "  a  case  in  point."  It  is  taken  from  Ps.  78  ;  but  very 
partially  quoted.  The  verses  they  refer  to  are  34,  35,  36,  37, 
38.  "  When  he  slew  them,  then  they  sought  him  :  and  they  re- 
turned and  inquired  early  after  God.  And  they  remembered 
that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  high  God  their  Redeemer. 
Nevertheless,  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied 
unto  him  with  their  tongues.  For  their  heart  was  not  right  with 
him,  neither  were  they  stedfast  in  his  covenant.  But  he,  being 
full  of  compassion,  forgave  their  iniquity,  and  destroyed  them 
not :  yea,  many  a  time  turned  he  his  anger  away,  and  did  not  stir 
up  all  his  wrath."  This  passage  is  produced  as  "  a  case  in  point," 
if  I  mistake  not  their  object,  to  prove,  that  everlasting  happiness 
will  be  the  portion  of  all  mankind.  Because  God's  ancient  peo- 
ple, the  Israelites,  in  time  of  great  affliction,  sought  God  with 
flattering  lips  and  with  lying  tongues,  and  with  hearts  which  were 
not  right  with  him  ;  or  because  they  practised  gross  hypocrisy, 
and  God  was  mercifully  pleased,  in  such  a  sense  to  forgive  their 
sins  as  not  to  bring  upon  them  temporal  destruction,  the  gentle- 
men conclude,  that  neither  this  hypocritical  people,  nor  any  of 
the  human  race,  will  be  made  eternally  miserable  /  What  an  im- 
provement is  this,  in  logic  or  the  art  of  reasoning  ! 

The  gi^ntlemen  having  wearied  their  powers  of  reasoning,  to 
support  the  "  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,"  make  an  attempt  to  play 
off  their  wit,  by  way  of  pleasantry  and  for  relaxation,  upon 
"  Masters  of  Arts,  and  Doctors  in  Divinity."  Nor  should  we  be 
displeased  with  this  innocent  and  harmless  effort,  had  they  not,  in 
connexion,  treated  the  tremendous  subject  of  "hell,"  with  ap- 
parent lightness,  if  not  with  ridicule.  In  p.  23,  they  observe, 
"  We  are  told  in  revelations,  '  And  death  and  hell  were  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire  ;  this  is  the  second  death.'  Now  hell  is  describ- 
ed in  scripture  as  a  Jire,  and  as  helljire  ;  we  are  also  told  that 
*  the  tongue  is  a  fircy  and  world  of  iniquity,  and  is  set  on  Jire  of 
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heii  ;'  and  tiiercfcre  request  you  to  ask  your  learned  pastor,  what 
Jire^  or  lake  of  fire,  this  is,  into  which  death  and  hell  shall  be 
cast ;  for  it  will  be  the  death  and  destruction  of  death  and  hell. 
And  if  the  second  death  is  the  death  both  of  death  and  hell,  we 
presume  that  all  human  bcmgs^  who  were  prisoners  there  in  bon- 
dage, to  death  and  hell,  must  be  then  completely  and  eternally 
emancipated." 

As  the  gentlemen  are  desirous  you  should  ask  your  pastor, 
what^ri?,  or  lake  of  fire,  it  is,  into  which  death  and  hell  shall  be 
cast,  he  would  observe,  that  the  idea  which  some  seem  to  insinuate, 
and  others  more  directly  assert,  that  hell  is  cast  into  apart  of  it- 
self^ is  too  preposterous,  to  be  admitted  by  any,  whose  under- 
standings are  not  perverted,  or  enveloped  by  Egyptian  darkness. 
However  difficult  it  may  be  clearly  to  illustrate  this  passage,  yet 
its  genei-al  import  and  design,  it  is  believed,  are  sufficiently  obvious 
to  satisfy  every  unprejudiced  and  reflecting  mind.  The  passage 
quoted  by  the  gentlemen  is  Rev.  xx.  14.  In  the  preceding  con- 
text is  a  most  striking  and  solemn  description  of  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, when  the  dead  small  and  great  are  represented  as  standing 
before  God,  &c.  and  the  sea,  death  and  hell  as  delivering  up  their 
dead,  who  were  all  judged  according  to  their  works.  In  this  con- 
nexion the  apostle  observes,  "  And  death  and  hell  were  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire.  This  is  the'  second  death."  Here  it  is  obvious 
to  observe,  that  the  death  and  hell  mentioned  in  the  context,  as 
giving  up  their  dead,  are  the  same  death  and  hell,  which,  in  the 
14th  ver.  are  said  to  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Death  and  hell, 
therefore,  cannot  be  the  fire,  or  any  pan  of  the  fire,  into  which 
they  were  cast  ;  but  entirely  distinct  from  it.  Death^  in  this 
place,  it  is  probable,  intends  not  only  the  temporary  separation  of 
soul  and  body,  but  all  the  pains  and  distresses  which  bring  on  and 
accompany  this  separation  ;  and  by  hdl  we  are  to  understand 
hades,  the  grave,  or  the  state  of  separation  between  soul  and  body. 
Their  being  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  imports  that  temporal  death 
with  all  the  pains  which  accompany  it,  and  that  all  the  sufferings 
of  this  mortal  state,  are  completely  and  everlastingly  destroyed  ; 
that  the  power  of  hades,  or  the  grave,  is  annihilated  ;  that  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  men  will  no  longer  be  in  a  state  of  separation  ; 
but  that  an  endless  union  between  them  now  commences.  This 
representation  of  the  destruction  of  death  and  hades,  is  by  a  strong 
and  emphatical  figure  called  "  the  second  death."  As  death  and 
the  grave  had  in  thQ  first  place  reigned  and  triumphed  over  all 
ages  and  generations  of  men,  so  now  in  the  second  place  their 
reign  and  triumph  are  completely  and  forever  terminated  as  briars 
and  thorns  are  consumed  by  devouring  flames.  This,  my  breth- 
ren, I  am  persuaded  is  the  most  natural  and  the  only  consist- 
ent construction  of  the  passage  which  we  have  now  passed  in  re- 
view. But  what  has  this  passage  to  do  with  the  everlasting  sal- 
vation of  all  men,  or  with  the  '*  emancipation"  of  the  wicked  from 
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a  future  state  of  punishment  ?  Or  what  provocation  could  it  give 
the  Bereans  to  induce  them  to  treat  it  in  so  light  and  impious  a 
manner  ?  They  will  do  well  seriously  to  remember  that  serious 
things  will  ere  long  be  exhibited  to  their  view  in  a  serious  light. 

In  p.  23,  the  gentlemen  quote  the  following  passage  from  my 
sermon.  **•  The  scripture  explicitly  declares,  not  only  that  the 
wicked  will  be  miserable  immediately  after  death,  but  at  the  gen- 
eral resurrection.  At  that  all  interesting  and  tremendous  event, 
they  will  awake  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt.  They  shall 
come  forth  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation." 

To  the  first  of  these  solemn  and  awful  declarations  they  reply, 
"  We  have  often  heard  of  characters  being  lost  to  a  sense  of 
shame,  Sec.  But  when  such  persons  are  convinced  of  their  erro- 
neous conduct,  and  made  alive  to  a  sense  of  shame  for  their  mis- 
deeds, we  believe  they  are  then  generally  thought  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  amendment.  With  respect  to  the  shame  and  contempt 
being  everlasting,  this  is  implied  in  the  new  song,  which  the  re- 
deemed are  to  sing,"  &c.  The  passage  of  scripture  on  which  the 
gentlemen  thus  remark  is,  Dan.  xii.  2.  The  whole  verse 
reads  thus  ;  *' And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the 
earth  shall  awake  ;  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt.'*  Is  it  not  evident,  my  brethren,  from 
this  passage,  that  the  condition  of  some,  who  will  awake  or  be 
raised  from  the  dust  of  the  earth,  at  the  resurrection,  is  contrast- 
ed, or  placed  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  others,  and  that  tliis 
contrast  or  opposition  will  be  everlasting  ?  that  some  will  be  the 
happy  subjects  of  everlasting  life,  and  the  others,  the  miserable 
subjects  of  everlasting  confusion  and  contempt  I  That  this  will 
indeed  be  the  case,  our  Saviour  has  assured  us  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal manner,  when  bringing  into  view  the  scenes  of  the  gen- 
eral judgment,  he  observes  of  the  wicked,  Matt.  xxv.  46.  "  These 
shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment ;  but  the  righteous  into 
life  eternal**  As  it  cannot  reasonably  be  questioned  that  this  is  a 
parallel  text  with  that  in  Daniel  as  above  quoted)  it  must  be  con- 
sidered as  illustrating  its  import,  and  placing  it  in  a  clear  and  im- 
pressive point  of  view.  Must  you  not  then,  my  brethren,  be  con- 
strained to  consider  the  gentlemen,  who  address  you,  as  void  of 
all  ingenuous  shame^  when  they  insinuate  that  the  shame  and  con- 
tempt to  which  the  wicked  will  be  raised  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, imply  an  estimable  and  praise-worthy  disposition  or  quality 
of  heart  ?  And  what  words  can  you  find  sufficiently  forcible  to 
express  your  astonishment  when  they  unblushingly  assert,  that, 
"  with  respect  to  the  shame  and  contempt  being  everlastings  this 
is  implied  in  the  new  song,  which  the  redeemed  are  to  sing  !'* 
which  they  are  themselves  to  sing  to  endless  duration  I  Do  they 
mean  by  this,  that  they  shall,  everlastingly,  "  be  in  a  fair  ivay  to 
amendment  !**  It  should  rather  seem  that  their  object  is  to  im- 
press your  minds  with  the  belief,  that,  notwithstanding  some  will 
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be  raised  objects  of  everlasting  contempt,  they  will,  nevertheless, 
forever  be  employed  in  shouting-  praise  to  the  Lamb,  "  saying, 
thou  wast  slain  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood." 
Pause,  my  brethren,  and  for  a  moment  reflect.  The  enemies  of 
God,  the  objects  of  his  everlasting  contempt,  and  of  the  contempt 
of  all  holy  beings  ;  and  who  will  be  doomed  "  to  go  away  into  ev- 
erlasting punishment,"  singing  the  new  song  !  yes,  my  brethren, 
singing  tliis  song  in  heaven,  everlastingly  singing  this  song,  al- 
though in  the  place  of  everlasting  punishment,  and  a  song  too, 
which  "  none  can  learn  but  the  hundred  and  forty  four  thousand, 
which  were  redeemed  from  the  earth-r-redeemed  from  ainong' 
??ze72,  being  xh^Jirst  fruits  unto  God,  and  to  the  Lamb  1"  Rev.  xiv. 
3,  4.     How  wondrous,  how  passing  strange  is  this  ! 

In  reference  to  the  passage  quoted  from  John  v.  29,  "  They 
shall  come  forth  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation,"  the  gen- 
tlemen "  request  that  you  would  ask  your  learned  pastor  to  refer 
to  the  word  in  the  original  Greek,  which  is  here  translated  dam- 
nation, and  tell  you  honestly  if  it  be  not  the  same  word  which  is 
translated  condemnation^  in  other  parts  of  scripture  ;  and  in  some 
other  passages,  judgment  !"  I  will  anticipate  your  inquiry,  my 
brethren,  and  for  your  satisfaction  as  well  as  for  the  information  of 
the  wwlearned  gentlemen,  who  have  volunteered  themselves  as 
your  sage  instructors,  observe,  that  the  word  in  John  v.  29,  trans- 
lated damnation^  is  not  the  same  word  which  is  generally  translat- 
ed by  the  word  condemnation  in  the  New  Testament  scriptures  ; 
that  it  is  not  the  same  word  which  is  translated  condemned^  in  the 
passage  which  they  quote  from  John  iii.  1 8,  as  an  example ;  that  it 
is  no^  the  same  word  rendered  damnation  in  1  Cor.  xi.  29,  and 
which  the  gentlemen  justly  observe  should,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  divines  in  general,  be  translated  condemnation  ;  and 
that  it  is  not  the  same  word,  which  is  often  rendered  by  the  word 
judgment.  I  should  not,  my  brethren,  in  this  Address,  have  said 
any  thing  about  the  original  Greek,  nor  about  correct  or  incorrect 
translcitions  from  it,  had  not  the  gentlemen  intermeddled  with 
knowledge,  of  which  they  appear  to  be  entirely  destitute  ;  and 
apparently,  with  a  view,  to  induce  you  to  believe  that  the  word 
damnation^  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  gospel,  "  carries  with  it  an 
imfiosing  sound"  rather  than  any  alarming  reality.  But  are  you 
not  constrained  to  say  of  these  your  friends,  as  Job  did  of  his, 
"  miserable  comforters,"  miserable  instructors^  "  are  ye  all  !'* 
You  are  now  left,  my  brethren,  to  put  your  own  construction  on 
the  parade  which  the  gentlemen  make  about  the  Greek  language, 
and  learned  criticisms. 

"  From  these  facts,"  the  Bereans  proceed  to  observe,  p.  25, 
"  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  quotation  should  be  rendered 
thus,  *  They  shall  come  forth  to  the  resurrection  of  condemna- 
tion^ which  places  those  characters  precisely  in  the  same  situation, 
where  every  one  muat  bcy  before  he  is  a  proper  subject  for  pardon 
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and  forgiveness  ;  because  pardon  is  never  granted  until  sentence 
of  condemnation  has  been  pronounced  on  the  guilty." 

What  are  "  the  facts'*  to  which  the  gentlemen  allude,  is  not 
easy  to  divine.  But  that  they  inclined  to  believe  that  condemnation 
should  be  substituted  for  damnation  in  the  passage  quoted  from 
Joim  V.  29,  you  will  readily  believe,  since  it  is  a  more  "  softened'* 
word,  and  which  in  their  estimation  appears  to  convey  an  idea  of 
little  or  no  evil  or  suffering  ;  and  since  it  seems  to  be  their  object, 
to  soften  down  or  explain  away  all  the  dreadful  threatenings  of 
God  against  the  wicked.  But  it  is  hoped,  my  brethren,  that  you 
will  not  be  inclined  to  follow  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  or  to  turn 
aside  from  any  truth  contained  in  the  book  of  God,  however  tre- 
mendous or  dreadful  to  the  wicked.  You  will  bear  it  in  mind, 
that  in  the  passage  under  review,  the  "  resurrection  of  damnation'* 
is  contrasted  to  the  "  resurrection  of  life."  If  then,  the  resurrec- 
tion of  life  imports,  as  it  undoubtedly  does,  the  eternal  life  or 
blessedness  of  the  righteous,  the  resurrection  of  damnation  must 
import  the  eternal  death,  or  misery  of  the  wicked.  This  solemn 
truth  is  confirmed  beyond  all  reasonable  controversy,  by  a  parallel 
text  in  Matt.  xxv.  46,  where  it  is  said  that  the  wicked  "  shall  go 
away  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eter- 
nal." Look  upon  this  subject,  my  brethren  ;  consider  it  well,  and 
receive  instruction  ;  and  then  judge  by  what  authority  the  gen- 
tlemen say,  that  they  who  shall  come  forth  to  the  resurrection  of 
damnation,  "  are  precisely  in  the  same  situation,  where  every  one 
must  be  before  he  is  a  proper  subject  for  pardon  and  forgiveness  !'* 
that  is,  precisely  in  the  same  situation  with  every  true  iieniteni ; 
for  none  but  the  true  penitent  is  a  proper  subject  for  pardon  and 
forgiveness  ;  nor  does  any  one  but  the  true  penitent  receive  par- 
don and  ^forgiven  ess  of  sins.  Behold,  my  brethren,  a  countless 
multitude  of  true  penitents^  coming  forth  unto  the  resurrection  of 
damnation,  and  going  away  into  everlasting  punishment.  How 
shocking  is  this  perversion  of  scripture  !  what  an  insult  to  your 
understandings  1  and  what  a  reproach  to  the  advocates  of  such 
palpable  absurdity  ! 

Your  courteous  and  benevolent  friends  thus,  again,  address  you, 
p.  25,  "  We  are  brethren,  the  children  of  the  same  heavenly 
Father,  why  should  we  fall  out  by  the  way,  seeing  the  end  of  our 
journey  is  the  same  ?"  Since  it  is  so  good  and  pleasant  a  thing 
for  brethren,  the  children  of  the  same  heavenly  Father,  to  dwell 
together  in  unity,  and  not  fall  out  by  the  way  in  the  journey  of 
life,  why  do  these  pacific  gentlemen  endeavour  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  discord  among  you  ;  to  exhibit  your  pastor  to  your  view  as 
"  self-willed,  puffed  up  with  vain  conceit,  as  exalted  above  meas- 
ure," and  "  as  such  a  shepherd  as  no  man  will  follow,  who  hath 
learned  of  the  Father  ?"  What  must  be  the  nature  of  ih^X  pacific 
and  benevolent  disposition,  which  exerts  itself  to  alienate  your  af- 
fections from  vour  instructor,  to  produce  schisms  among  you. 
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and  to  destroy  the  peaceable  religious  society  of  which  you  arc- 
members  ?  Believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  end  of  your  short  jour- 
ney will  be  eternal  life,  it  is  rather  extraordinary  that  they  should 
discover  so  much  zeal,  to  cause  division,  tumult,  and  disturbance 
among  you,  during  this  short  journey,  which  is  so  happily  to  ter- 
minate. Be  not  deceived,  my  brethren,  "  Faithful  are  the  wounds 
of  a  friend  ;  but  the  kisses  of  an  enemy  are  deceitful.'*  Remem- 
ber that  the  end  of  their  journey  to  all  the  wicked  is  destruction  ; 
and  that  everlasting  life  will  succeed  the  pilgrimage  of  none  but 
those  who  are  truly  righteous  characters,  and  in  a  pardoned  state  ; 
characters  with  which  the  Bereans  seem  utterly  unacquainted, 
as  they  declare  themselves  "  at  a  loss  to  find  them."  What  will 
be  the  end  of  their  journey  is  known  only  to  Omniscience. 

In  pp.  25,  26,  the  gentlemen  introduce  into  their  Address  the 
following  passage  from  my  sermon  ;  "  Immediately  after  the 
resurrection  will  be  the  general  judgment.  This,  to  all  *  who 
obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness,'  will  be  a  day  of 
'  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish  ;'  a  day  of 
'  vengeance  ;'  a  day  when  they  shall  be  doomed  to  be  punished 
'  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  glory  of  his  power  ;'  a  day  when'  they  shall  be  sentenced  to 
depart,  by  Christ  their  righteous  Judge,  '  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,*  where  '  the  smoke  of 
their  torment  ascendeth  up  forever  and  ever." 

In  reply  to  the  above  quotation,  which  contains  but  a  part  only 
of  the  texts  of  scripture,  produced  by  your  pastor  in  support  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  everlasting  punishment  of  the  wicked  ;  the 
Bereans  observe,  that  they  are  "  only  mutilated  parts  of  their 
evidence.**  Had  they  showa  in  what  sense  they  are  mutilated, 
or  that  they  were  so  quoted  as  to  obscure  or  pervert  their  true 
meaning  and  design,  I  should  feel  myself  obligated  particularly  to 
notice  their  charge,  and  make  suitable  concessions  ;  but  as  they 
have  not  done  this,  and  as  I  am  persuaded  that  they  could  not 
have  done  it,  I  shall,  conscious  of  my  own  integrity,  pass  the 
charge  without  further  notice,  only  observing,  that  their  conduct, 
in  this  case,  has  the  appearance  of  disingenuousness  and  artful 
design.  Most  sincerely  do  I  unite  with  the  gentlemen  in  re- 
commending it  to  you  to  "  compare  the  above  recited  texts,  with 
the  whole  testimony  of  each  witness  for  the  truth  in  their  proper 
order."  I  wish  you  also  thus  to  compare  the  texts  adduced  in  my 
sermon  in  connexion  with  those  above,  which  they  did  not  see  fit 
to  produce.  *'  If  you  do  this  faithfully,"  I  am  "  fully  persuaded^, 
you  will  not  accord"  with  the  gentlemen's  "  conclusions." 

In  pp.  26,  27,  the  Bereans  "  quote  a  few  passages  of  the  divine 
testimony  as  an  offset,  or  contrast  to  your  pastor's  conclusions.'* 
To  what  these  conclusions  refer,  unless  to  the  scripture  passages 
last  quoted  from  my  sermon,  I  know  not.  Their  ingenuity  is 
displayed  in  contrasting  scripture  with  scripture  in  the  following 
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passages,  "  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall  come  unto  nie  ; 
and  he  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.  For  I 
came  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do  mine  own  w?7/,  but  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me.  And  this  is  the  Father's  will  that  sent  me, 
that  of  all,  which  he  hath  given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing,  but 
should  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last  day,'*  John  vi.  37 — 40.  What 
"  offset  or  contrast"  do  you  discover  in  this  passage,  to  any  of 
the  scripture  quotations  in  my  sermon,  contained  in  the  above 
extract  ?  Because  Christ  will  "  lose  nothing  of  all  which  the 
Father  hath  given  him,"  or  none  of  those  who  were  stipulated 
to  him,  as  his  people,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption  ;  or  be- 
cause Christ  came  "  to  do  his  Father's  ivill  ;"  or  because 
this  is  the  will  of  the  Father,  "  that  every  one  which  seeth  the 
Son,  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting  life,"  ^c.  because 
these  things  are  so,  does  It  follov/  that  those  w^hom  the  Father 
hath  not  given  to  the  Son,  or  that  unbelievers  will  not  be  punished 
"  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  glory  of  his  power  ?"  Can  you  conceive,  my  brethren,  of  a 
conclusion  more  preposterous  than  this  ? 

The  next  passage  of  scripture  which  they  cite  as  an  "  offset  or 
contrast"  to  the  scriptures  quoted  in  the  last  extract  from  my 
sermon,  is  John  xvi.  15,  "  All  things,  which  the  Father  hath,  are 
mine."  But  what  relation  has  this  text  to  the  purpose  or  design, 
for  which  it  was  produced  ?  It  is  presumed  that  you,  at  once,  per- 
ceive it  has  none. 

Another  passage  of  scripture,  which  the  Bereans  produce  for 
the  purpose  above  stated,  is  John  xii.  47.  "  If  any  man  hear  my 
words  and  believe  not,  I  judge  him  not,  for  I  came  not  to  judge 
the  world,  but  to  save  the  world."  What,  my  brethren,  is  the 
natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  this  text  ?  Is  it  not,  that  Christ's 
errand  into  the  world  was,  not  to  condemn  and  execute  iimnediate 
judgment  and  ivrath  upon  an  unbelieving  world,  or  unbelieving- 
individuals  ;  but  to  proclaim  and  make  the  offer  of  salvation  to 
all,  on  the  condition  of  believing  in  him  ?  But  are  unbelievers 
never  to  be  judged  and  condemned  ?  Hear  the  awful  decision 
from  Christ  himself,  "  If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  shall  die 
in  your  sins.  He  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damned."  Be- 
sides, in  immediate  connexion  with  the  verse  as  above  quoted, 
our  Saviour  observes,  "  he  that  rejecteth  me  and  receiveth  not 
my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him  ;  the  word  that  I  have  spok- 
en, the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day." 

The  other  passages  of  scripture  which  the  gentlemen  produce 
as  an  "  offset  or  contrast,"  to  the  passages  of  scripture  quoted  as 
above  from  my  sermon,  are  John  v.  22,  27,  Luke  xix.  10,  "  For 
the  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  un- 
to the  Son.  To  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is  the  Son  of 
Man.  For  the  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  save  that  which 
was  lost."  In  connexion  with  the  passage  quoted  from  John,  our 
Saviour  brings  into  view  the  solemn  event  of  the  general  resur- 
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rection,  wlien  he  assures  us,  "  they  that  have  done  good  shall 
come  forth  unlo  the  resurrection  of  life  ;  and  they  that  have 
done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation.'^  In  immediate 
connexion  with  the  text  quoted  from  Luke,  is  the  parable  of  the 
nobleman,  who  committed  to  his  ten  servants  ten  pounds,  requir- 
ing them  to  "  occupy"  the  same.  But  two  of  these  servants  only 
are  represented  as  improving  the  money  committed  to  their  trust, 
for  their  master's  use.  These  were  rewarded  ;  but  with  respect 
to  the  rest,  the  nobleman  says,  "  But  these  mine  enemies,  which 
would  not  that  I  should  reign  over  them,  bring  them  hither,  and 
alay  them  before  me."  This  nobleman,  my  brethren,  you  need 
not  be  told  intends  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  the  command 
which  he  gave  to  slay  his  enemies  represents  the  Jinal  destruction 
of  the  wicked. 

Having  now  particularly  attended  to  the  passages  of  the  divine 
testimony,  which  the  Bereans  have  quoted  as  an  "  offset  or  con- 
trast" to  my  "  unwarrantable  conclusions,"  or  to  the  passages  of 
scripture,  as  I  understand  them,  which  are  contained  in  the  last 
extract  from  my  sermon,  you  are  requested  to  read  those  passages 
again,  and  compare  them  with  the  passages  quoted  by  these  gen- 
tlemen, that  you  may  discover,  if  possible,  any  thing  like  an  off- 
set^ or  contrast^  in  the  latter  to  the  former  passages.  What  is 
your  discovery  ?  Can  you  find  in  the  latter  passages  so  much  as 
the  appearance  of  opposition  to,  or  clashing  with  the  former  ?  It 
is  presumed  not.  Nor  can  such  opposition  or  clashing  be  found 
by  any,  who  have  eyes  to  read,  ears  to  hear,  or  intellect  to  under- 
stand the  revealed  truths  of  God.  You  must,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
convinced  on  impartial  examination,  that  this  attempt  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, to  prove  that  all  mankind,  without  exception,  will  be  sav- 
ed, possesses  less  "  weight  than  the  lightest  down,  when  poised 
against  talents  of  gold." 

In  p.  27,  the  Bereans  say,  that  "  according  to  your  pastor's 
teaching,  Jesus  came  to  save  only  such  righteous  characters  as 
are  in  a  pardoned  state,  and  to  damn  the  sinners  everlastingly." 
With  respect  to  this  quotation,  I  would  say,  that  if  the  gentle- 
men mean  to  convey  the  idea  by  it,  that  according  to  your  pas- 
tor's teaching,  Jesus  Christ  saves  none  with  an  everlasting  salva- 
tion, but  such  characters  as  the  scripture  denominates  righteous, 
and  as  the  subjects  of  pardon,  he  readily  admits  that  the  statement 
is  just.  And  that  this  sentiment  is  also  according  to  the  uniform 
teaching  of  the  Bible,  you  must  be  too  well  acquainted  with  this 
''  book  of  truth,"  to  entertain  a  doubt.  But  if  the  gentlemen  mean 
to  convey  the  idea  that  your  pastor  teaches  for  doctrine,  that  Je- 
sus Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  those,  who  had  always  been 
righteoics,  or  those  only  whom  ht  found  right eojis  and  172  a  pardon- 
ed  state,  (and  this  is  the  idea  which  they  seem  to  convey)  you 
must  be  sensible  that  the  suggestion  is  altogether  unfounded. 
You  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  your  pastor  has  no  where  in  his  ser* 
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mon  conveyed  an  idea  of  this  kind,  and  that  he  has  no  where 
given  them  the  slightest  ground  for  this  unaccountable  sugges- 
tion. If  the  gentlemen  had  not  read  my  sermon^  they  surely 
ought  not  to  have  attempted  an  answer  to  it ;  but  if  they  had  read 
it  even  with  slight  attention,  the  statement  made  in  the  above 
quotation,  as  I  understand  it,  is  not  very  favourable  to  the  up- 
rightness of  their  design,  or  the  integrity  of  their  hearts. 

In  the   same  page  the    gentlemen   "  challenge  your  pastor  to 
name  one  scripture  witness,  who  explicitly  declares,  that  mankmd, 
or  any  part  of  mankind,  shall  be  the  subjects  of  endless  misery." 
This  challenge  is  accepted,  and  with  all  that  confidence  of  success, 
which  truth,  and  a  consciousness  of  strength,  can  inspire.     It  is 
explicitly  said  of  those,  whom  the  scripture  styles  the  enemies  of 
the  cross  of  Christ,  that  their  '^  e?id  is  destruction,'*  Phil.  iv.  19, 
But  if  the  end  of  the  wicked  is  destruction  or  misery,  surely  their 
destruction  or  misery  must  be  endless^  unless  it  should  terminate 
or  put  a  period  to  their  existence.      But  this  idea  is  rejected,   as 
well  by  the  Bereans,  as  yourselves,  as  it  undoubtedly  ought  to  be. 
That  the   expression,    "  whose   end  is    destruction'*  is  synony- 
mous with  endless    destruction  or  misery,  seems  evident  beyond 
all  reasonable  controversy,  from  the  consideration  that  the  end  of 
good  men,  or  the  servants  of  God,  is  represented,  Rom.  vi.  22,  as 
everlasting  life,  "  Ye  have  your  fruit  unto  holiness,   and   the  end 
everlasting  life."     Is  endless  life,  or  happiness,   here   intended  ? 
This  the  gentlemen  do  not  question.     Why  then  should  they  de- 
ny that  endless  destruction  or  misery  is  expressed  in  the  passage 
quoted  as  above  from  Phil.  iv.  19  ?     You  may  perhaps  satisfacto- 
rily account  for  this,  when  you  recollect  that  the   gentlemen  do 
not  allow  themselves  to  "  judge  according  to  appearances  "     The 
Spirit  of  truth  assures  us  with  respect  to  the   wicked,   that  their 
end  is  destruction.     Now  this  assurance  makes  it,  to  say  the  least, 
in  appearance  to  be   true.     But   the  Bereans  say,   that   their  end 
will  be   everlasting  life.     This  is  judging  not  only,  not  according 
to  appearance,  but   contrary   to   appearance.      If  the    gentlemen 
would  be  consistent,  must  they  not  judge,  that  since  the  end  of 
the  righteous  is  represented   as   being  eternal  iift^  or  happness^ 
their  end  will   be  eternal  destruction  or  misery  !  Such,  it  should 
seem,  must  be  their  conclusion,  to  be  consistent  ! 

Having  produced  a  witness,  my  brethren^  which  you  must  be 
satisfied,  explicitly  declares  that  a  part  of  mankind  will  be  the 
subjects  of  endless  misery,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
other  scripture  witnesses,  whose  testimony  in  support  of  this  aw- 
ful truth,  which,  if  not  so  explicit,  you  must  be  convinced  is  con- 
clusive. The  declaration  of  these  witnesses  concerning  the 
wicked  is,  that  they  shall  depart  *'  into  everlasting  fire  ;"  into 
"  everlasting  punishment  ;"  that  they  shall  be  '•'•  punished  with 
everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power  j"  that  for  them  "  is  reserved  the  mist  of 
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darkness,  the  blackness  of  darkness  forever^'*  that  "  the  smoke  of 
their  torment  ascendeth  up  forever  and  ever^^*  and  that  they 
"  shall  be  tor?nenred  day  and  night,  forever  and  ever  ;"  that  be- 
tween the  situation  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  after  death, 
or  between  heaven  and  hell,  "  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed,"  a 
^u\^  \yhich  cannot  be  passed  ;  that  "  there  is  a  sin  unto  death,'* 
which  is  not  to  be  prayed  for,  that  is,  the  subjects  of  this  sin  ;  and 
that  this  sin  "  shall  7iot  be  forgiven  unto  men,  neither  in  this  worldy 
neither  i?i  the  world  to  co7ne."  Do  not  these  passages,  my  breth- 
ren, flash  upon  your  minds  irresistible  conviction,  that  a  part  of 
mankind  "  shall  be  the  subjects  of  endless  misery  ?**  The  Bereans 
indeed  say  that  the  Avord  everlasting  with  respect  to  the  future 
misery  of  the  wicked,  "  will  not  establish  such  a  conclusion  to  be 
'just/*  But  what  evidence  do  they  produce  to  substantiate  this 
remark  ?  none.  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  futile  than  the  at- 
tempt, which  has  been  made  by  some,  to  prove  that  the  endless 
misery  of  the  wicked  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  consideration, 
that  it  is  represented  as  being  everlastmg^  because  this  word  is 
sometimes,  in  di  figurative  sense,  applied  to  perishable  things  or 
objects.  And  the  futility  of  this  attempt  is  indeed  acknowledged 
by  the  late  Dr.  Huntington,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  advo- 
cates for  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation.  And  this,  indeed, 
the  Bereans  themselves  virtually  acknowledge,  vvhen  they  say, 
that  according  to  your  pastor's  teaching,  p.  27,  "  Jesus  came  to 
save  only  such  righteous  characters,  as  are  in  a  pardoned  state, 
and  to  damn  the  sinners  everlastingly.''*  Do  the  gentlemen  mean 
to  convey  \\\t.  id^Sioi  temfiorary  punishment  by  the  word  "ever- 
lastingly ?"  This  you  cannot  suppose,  since  they  use  it  as  synony- 
mous with  €7idless  or  endlessly.  They  also  use  the  word  ever- 
lasting as  having  the  same  import  or  meaning  with  endless  in  p. 
30.  "  But  if  God's  children,  his  disobedient  children,  are  destined 
to  become  the  subjects  of  endless  misery,  or  everlasting  suffering 
and  torment,  we  believe  your  pastor  would  be  puzzled  to  prove 
that  characters,  in  a  state  of  eternal  suffering  and  torment^  derived, 
or  could  possibly  derive  any  profit  by  it."  I  shall  take  no  farther 
notice  of  this  passage  at  present,  than  to  observe,  that  the  gentle- 
men evidently  admit,  the  words  endless^  everlastings  and  eternal 
signify  the  same  thing.  And  yet  they  deny,  that  the  punish- 
ment of  the  wicked  will  be  everlastings  ov  eternal ^  notwithstanding 
Christ,  who  is  styled  the  truths  has  expressly  declared,  that  they 
"  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  fiunishment."*  Should  it  be  said  that 
they  sometimes  do  not  admits  or  seem  not  to  admit,  that  the  word 
everlasting  is  of  the  same  import  with  endless^  this  apology  for  the 
gentlemen  will  serve  only  to  expose  their  perversion  of  scripture, 
and  their  own  inconsistency.  Should  it  further  be  said,  that  the 
passages  above  quoted  to  prove  that  the  punishment  of  the  wicked 
will  be  endless,  do  not  "  exfiUcitly  declare  tliat  any  part  of  man- 
kind shall  be  the  subjects  of  endless  misery  ;"  it   will  readily  be 
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granted  that  the  word  endless  is  not  to  be  found  in  scripture  with 
application  to  the  punishment  of  the  wicked.  Nor  is  the  word 
endless  applied  in  scripture  to  the  salvation  of  the  righteous.  But 
will  the  Bereans  deny,  or  even  doubt,  that  the  subjects  of  salva- 
tion will  be  the  subjects  of  endless  salvation  ?  Yet  the  Bible  ex- 
hibits no  more  evidence  of  this,  than  that  the  impenitent  wicked, 
so  dying,  will  be  the  subjects  of  endless  misery.  But  were  these 
doughty  gentlemen  challenged  to  "  name  one  scrifiture  ivitnessy 
who  explicitly  declares  that  any  part  of  mankind  will  be  the  sub- 
jects of "  endless^'  happiness,  would  they  not  consider  both  tl^ 
challenge  and  the  challenger  as  perfectly  puerile  and  trifling  ? 
Let  them  recollect,  then,  their  own  challenge,  and  consider, 
how  both  iV,  and  its  authors^    must  appear  in  your  view. 

In  p.  28,  the  Bereans  observe,  that  the  passage,  Matt.  xxv.  41, 
"  declares  in  the  most  explicit  manner  for  whom  the  everlasting 
lire  was  prepared,  even  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  ;  and  we  know 
not  from  whence  your  pastor  derives  his  authority,  to  attribute  to 
the  unchangeable  God,  a  disposition  to  changeability,  either  in  his 
designs  or  doings." 

The  former  part  of  this  quotation  you  perceive,  my  brethren, 
is  evidently  intended  to  convey  the  idea,   that  since  "  everlasting 
fire  was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,*  the  punishment  of 
no  part  of  mankind  will  be   endless  ;  but  with   equal  propriety 
might  they  say,  that  no  part  of  mankind  will  go  into  this  fire,  even 
for  a  limited  time  ;  for  surely  if  this   fire  was   prepared  only  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels,  it  would  be   absurd  to  say,  that  wicked 
men  will  go  into  it  at  all  ;  but  since  they  will  be  doomed  to  depart 
into  this  fire,  according  to  the  express  declaration  of  scripture, 
what  reason  can  be  assigned,  that  they  will   not  rcinain  there  to 
endless  duration  ?    On  what  they  ground  their  assertion  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  above  extract,  that  I  "  attribute   to  the  unchangea- 
ble God,  a  disposition  to  changeability,"  Sec.  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive,  unless  it  be  upon  the  ground  of  judging  contrary  to  "ap- 
pearances," and  even  plain  fact  ;  for  it  is  a  fact,   which  could  not 
have  escaped  the  gentlemen's  notice,  that,  instead  of  represent- 
ing God  as  a  changeable  being,  either  in  "  his  designs  or  doings," 
in  any  part  of  my  sermon,  I  have  saidinuch  tojirove,  and  establish 
his  immutability.     The  following  passages,  in  p.  4,  are  offered  as  a 
specimen,  "  The  will,  or  counsel  of  God  is  c/^yoz/*  carried  into  effect. 
No  effectual  opposition  ever  luas,  or  ever  can  be  made  to  it.  *  Who 
hath  resisted  his  will  ?  His  counsel  shall  stand,  and  he  will  do  all 
his  pleasure."     You   must  be  sensible,  my  brethren,  that  I  have 
made  no  representation  of  the   unchangeable  God   in  my  sermon, 
which  clashes  with  this.     What,  then,  must  be   your  view  of  the 
integrity  and  design  of  gentlemen,  who  do  not  hesitate  to  charge 
your  pastor  with  representing  God,  as  a  changeable  Being  ! 

The  Bereans,  p.  28,  of  their  Address,  "  request  your  attention 
to  the  following  testimony  of  the  prophet  Zephaniah,  ch.  lii.  ver. 
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8,  9.  "  Therefore  wait  ye  upon  me,  saith  Jehovah,  until  the  day 
that  I  rise  up  to  the  prey  :  for  my  determination  is  to  gather 
the  nations,  that  1  may  assemble  the  kinjjdoms,  to  pour  upon  them 
mine  indii^nation,  even  all  my  fierce  anger  :  for  all  the  earth  shall 
be  devoured  with  the  fire  of  my  jealousy.  For  then  will  I 
turn  to  the  people  a  pure  language,  that  they  may  all  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  serve  him  with  one  consent." 

"  The  first  of  these  verses,"  say  the  gentlemen,  "  exhibits  the 
divme  judgment  manifested  in  a  complete  and  universal  destruc- 
tion, by  the  devouring  fire  of  Jehovah's  jealousy."  But  what  do 
they  mean  by  this  comfilete  and  universal  destruction  ?  the  extir- 
pation of  every  individual  of  the  human  race  from  the  earth,  or 
their  ruin  in  the  future  world  ?  One  of  the  two,  it  should  seem, 
must  be  their  meaning,  if  they  mean  any  thing.  But  who 
that  possesses  common  discernment,  and  even  less  than  common 
discernment,  but  must  immediately  perceive,  that  neither  of  these 
consiiuctions  of  the  text  can  possibly  be  correct  ;  for  if  mankind 
were  universally  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  "  by  the  de- 
vouring fire  of  Jehovah's  jealousy,"  how  could  he  afterwards 
"  turn  to  the  people  a  pure  language,"  8cc.  and  collect  them, 
*'  from  l)eyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia,"  &c.  according  to  the 
statement  in  verses  9,  10,  of  the  chapter  above  cited  ?  And 
Would  not  this,  to  say  the  least,  be  equally  impossible,  if  this 
"complete  and  universal  destruction"  respect  future  punishment? 
But  if  "  the  subjects  of  this  punishment,"  add  the  Bereans,  p.  29, 
"  were  doomed  to  be  eternally  suffering  in  this  fire,  and  their  tor- 
ment therein  of  endless  duration,  how  could  they  become  the 
subjects  and  recipients  of  the  promised  grace,  mercy,  deliverance, 
instruction  and  blessed  disposition,  to  call,  all  of  them^  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  to  serve  him  with  one  consent  ?"  Had  not 
the  gentlemen  estimated  their  reputation  for  discernment  at  the 
chi^afiest  rate,  it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  they  would  have  asked 
this  question  in  the  connexion  in  which  it  stands  ;  a  question 
which  betrays  more  than  puerile  weakness,  and  the  most  inexcusa- 
ble ignorance.  A  superficial  attention  only  to  the  above  cited  pas- 
sage of  scripture  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  you,  that  they  relate 
to  the  awful  judgments  of  God,  which  are  so  often  predicted  in 
scripture  to  take  place  upon  the  sinful  inhabitants  of  the  world, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  millennium,  or  the  thousand 
years'  reign  of  Christ  ;  and  to  the  happy  events  of  that  glorious 
period,  when  those,  who  shall  be  preserved  from  the  great  de- 
struction, will  "  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  serve  him 
with  one  consent,"  and  when  "  from  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethio* 
pia,  God's  suppliants,  even  the  daughter  of  his  dispersed,"  or  the 
outcasts  of  Israel,  "  sliall  bring  his  offering."  Such,  my  breth- 
ren, is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  above  quoted  passage  from 
Zephaniah  ;  and  yet  the  Bereans  would  have  you  believe,  that 
the  subjects  of  the  destruction,  as  stated  in  that  passage,  even  "  all 
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of  them"  will  "  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  serve  him 
v/ith  one  consent  1"  How  mean  and  contemptible  an  opinion  must 
they  have  of  your  understandings  ! 

The  gentlemen,  in  p.  29,  call  your  attention  to  Ezek.  xvi.  and 
to  Hosea  xiii.  14,  "  to  invalidate  your  pastor's  promise,  that  he 
would  malce  it  appear,  none  would  ever  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  in  the  world  to  come.'  They  observe  that  in  the 
chapter  refcirred  to  in  Ezekiel,  there  "  is  a  promise  of  restoration 
to  even  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,"  but  as  they  refer  to  no  particular 
verse  or  verses  in  that  chapter  to  "  invalidate  my  promise,"  and 
as  I  can  discover  nothing  in  any  part  of  the  chapter,  which  has 
either  a  favourable  or  an  unfavourable  aspect  on  the  promise 
which  I  made  in  my  sermon,  I  shall  pass  the  chapter  vvithout 
any  further  notice,  and  briefly  remark  on  the  passage  in  Hos.  xiii. 
14, "  I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  (or  hell)  1 
will  redeem  them  from  death.  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues  ; 
O,  grave,  (or  hell)  I  will  be  thy  destruction.  Repentance  shall  be 
hid  from  mine  eyes."  Whether  the  promise  or  declaration  con- 
tained in  this  passage  relates  exclusively  to  God's  ancient  people 
Israel,  or  whether  it  relates  to  all  mankind,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
decide  ;  but  that  it  respects  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  seems 
too  obvious  to  admit  of  doubt.  With  relation  to  whomsoever  the 
passage  is  to  be  considered,  its  language  seems  clearly  to  be  this  ; 
that  death  and  the  grave  shall,  at  the  resurrection,  have  no  more 
power  or  dominion  over  them  ;  but  that  they  shall  be  liberated 
from  both,  as  the  power  of  both  shall  be  completely  destroyed. 
This  is  an  event  which  shall  assuredly  take  place,  "  for  the  Lord 
God  hath  spoken  it,  and  repentance  is  hid  from  his  eyes ;"  that  is, 
he  will  assuredly  fulfil  his  promise,  or  accomplish  what  he  has 
declared,  and  not  repent  of  his  declaration.  Are  you  not  fully 
satisfied,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  the  general  import  of  the  text? 
But  you  will  remember,  that  while  some  at  the  resurrection  "  will 
awake  to  everlasting  life,"  others  will  awake  "  to  shame  and  ever- 
lasting contempt."  How  then  does  this  passage  "  invalidate"  the 
promise  above  stated  ?  How  does  it  prove  that  wicked  men,  in  the 
future  world,  will  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be 
saved  ?  But  the  Bereans,  it  should  seem,  would  have  you  believe, 
that  the  word  grave  in  the  passage  from  Hosea  means  "  //<?//,"  or 
the  place  of  future  misery,  from  which  all  mankind  will  be 
ransomed.  But  do  they  seriously  believe  that  this  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  ?  If  so,  they  are  to  be  pitied  for  their  ignorance  ; 
but  if  not,  they  cannot  be  too  severely  censured  for  their  dis- 
ingenuity  and  baseness. 

"  The  apostle  Peter,  in  his  first  epistle,  chap.  iii.  ver.  18,  19,  20, 
and  chap.  iv.  ver.  5,  6,  (say  the  Bereans)  evidently  proves  that 
departed,  disobedient  spirits,  when  separated  from  the  body,  are 
capable  and  susceptible  of  receiving  instruction,  and  are  blessed 
with  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  truth."     "  For  Christ  also  hath 
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once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring- 
\\s  to  God,  bein:^  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quickened  by  the 
Spirit :  By  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits  in 
prison  ;  which  sometime  were  disobedient,  when  once  the  long 
suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a 
preparing,  wherein  few,  that  is,  eight  souls,  were  saved  by  water." 
"  Who  shall  give  account  to  him  that  is  ready  to  judge  ihe  quick 
and  the  dead.  For,  for  this  cause  was  the  gospel  preached 
also  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged  according 
to  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in  the  spirit." 

If  the  gentlemen  would  be  understood  simfily  as  saying;  that 
departed,  disobedient  spirits  are  capable  of  instruction  through 
the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  truth  ;  or,  that  they  will  improve  in 
knowledge  after  their  separation  from  the  body,  the  sentiment 
will  not  be  controverted  ;  although  it  is  not  very  evident  that  this 
is  clearly  proved  by  the  above  cited  passages  of  scripture.  But 
if  they  mean  to  convey  the  idea,  that  wicked  spirits  in  the  prison 
of  hell  are  "  blessed  with  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  truth"  ef- 
fectually to  their  deliverance  from  that  prison,  you  will  not  readi- 
ly believe  that  this  idea  is  conveyed  by  the  passages  quoted  from 
Peter,  or  any  other  passage  of  scripture.  As  there  is  nothing 
contained  in  the  18th  ver.  of  the  3cl  chap,  but  what  has  already 
been  sufficiently  attended  to,  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  19  and  20th 
verses.  "  By  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits 
in  prison."  In  the  concluding  sentence  of  verse  18,  Christ  is 
said  to  be  quickened,  or  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  Spirit.  By 
this  Spirit  he  preached  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  which  spirits,  it  is 
said,  ver.  20,  were  sometime  disobedient ;  that  is, ''  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing."  But  how  did  Christ  preach 
to  these  spirits,  or  these  wicked  men  ?  Not  personally,  that  we 
have  any  account  of.  He  preached  to  them  by  the  strivings  of 
his  Spirit ;  he  preached  to  them  by  his  servant  Noah,  who,  under 
the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit,  was  a  preacher  of  righteousness, 
while  the  ark  was  preparing  ;  and  he  preached  to  them  by  his 
providences.  Thus  he  preached  to  the  antediluvian  sinners,  as 
he  afterwards  baptised,  not  in  his  own  proper  person,  but  by  his 
disciples.  Although  "  Jesus  made  and  baptised  more  disciples 
than  John,"  yet  "  himself  bafitised  not^  but  his  disciples."  Should 
it  be  asked,  why  were  the  antediluvian  sinners  denominated  spir- 
its ?  the  answer  is,  that  this  word  is  put  for  their  persons  as 
consisting  of  bodies  and  souls.  In  this  complex  sense  the  word 
souls  or  spirits  is  very  frequently  used  in  the  divine  writings. 
Should  it  further  be  asked,  why  should  these  wicked  men  or  spir- 
its be  represented  as  prisoners^  or  m  prison  ?  the  answer  is,  be- 
cause they  were  deeply  immersed  in  carnality  and  wickedness. 
They  were  prisoners  to  sin.  By  a  striking  figure  of  speech,  dic- 
tated by  the  Holy  Spirit,  wicked  men  are  represented  as  prison- 
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crs,  and  their  servitude  to  sin,  as  a  prison,  in  which  they  are  con- 
fined. Such  prisoners  Christ  is  spoken  of,  Isa.  xhi.  7,  as  ap- 
pointed to  brinj^  from  the  prison.  See  also  xHx,  9.  They  are 
likewise  styled  "prisoners  of  hope."  Thus  Christ  preached  to  the 
spirits  in  prison,  or  the  wicked  antediluvians,  who  were  in  the 
prison  of  sin,  bound  with  the  bonds  of  iniquity.  But  does  it 
heiice  follow,  that  the  gospel  is  preached  ''  to  disobedient  spirits 
"w^hen  separated  from  the  body,"  or  that  all  mankind  will  come  to 
the  knowledi^e  of  the  truth  and  be  saved  ?  The  preaching-  of 
Christ  appears  to  have  had  no  good  effect  upon  antediluvian  sin- 
ners in  this  nvorLd  ;  and  nothing  but  the  most  daring  presumption 
would  infer,  that  it  will  ever  be  effectual  to  their  amendment  and 
salvation  in  the  ivorld  to  come. 

I  have  now  given  you,  my  brethren,  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
most  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  passage  in  1  Pet.  iii, 
so  far  as  it  respects  Christ's  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  prison. 
But  should  the  gentlemen  contend  that  by  prison  is  m.eant  hell^  I 
should  not  be  disposed  to  contend  with  them  about  the  subject. 
To  give  them  all  the  advantage  which  the  word  prison  can  possi- 
bly afford,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it  means  hell,  although 
I  believe  otherwise  Making  them  this  concession,  I  should  say, 
that  Christ's  preaching  as  above  explained,  to  those  notorious  sin- 
ners who  lived  before  the  flood,  having  then  been  disregarded  by 
them,  they  afterwards  experienced  and  do  no%v  experience  the  just 
severity  of  the  divine  vengeance,  in  the  prison  of  hell,  and  are  re- 
served to  the  severer  judgment  of  the  great  day  ;  or  in  other 
words,  that  Christ  in  the  days  of  J\i^oah  preached  to  notorious  and 
irreclaimable  sinners,  who  are  now  in  the  prison  of  hell. 

The  passage  quoted  above  from  1  Pet.  iv.  5,  6,  to  prove  that 
"  departed,  disobedient  spirits,  when  separated  from  the  body, 
are  blessed  with  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  ol  truth,"  and  will  come 
to  the  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth,  you  need  not  be  told,  is  far 
from  answering  the  gentlemen's  design.  The  5th  ver.  you  will 
readily  perceive  contains  the  solemn  declaration  that  the  abandon- 
ed characters,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  context,  shall,  for  all 
their  ungodly  deeds,  give  an  account  to  Christ,  who  in  a  little  time 
•will  judge,  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  Verse  6,  notwithstand- 
ing the  obscurity  of  its  meaning,  conveys  ideas  like  the  following, 
that  the  gospel  was  preached  to  the  dissolute  Gentiles,  who  were 
in  a  state  of  moral  death  or  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  "  that  they 
might  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh  ;"  that  is,  that  they 
might  become  the  subjects  of  that  spiritual  life,  which  their  un- 
converted neighbours  would  judge  or  esteem  as  a  kind  of  death, 
a  death  to  their  reputation,  and  all  their  happiness  ;  "  but  that 
they  might  live  according  to  God  in  the  Spirit  ;"  that  is,  that 
they  might  live  a  godly  or  spiritual  life,  which  notwithstanding 
the  judgment  of  carnal  men,  is  so  far  from  destroying  happiness, 
as  to  be  the  only  genuine  source  of  it.     Now,  because  wicked  an^ 
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abandoned  sinners  must  give  an  account  to  Christ ;  because  Christ 
will  ere  h)ng  judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  because  the 
gospel  is  preached  to  men  who  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins, 
for  the  purposes  above  stated,  the  Bereans  unblushingly  tell  you 
that  "  departed,  disobedient  spirits,  when  separated  from  the  body, 
are  blessed  with  the  teachini^  of  the  Spirit  of  truth,"  and  evidently 
insinuate  that  this  teaching  will  be  efiicacious  to  their  deliverance 
from  the  prison  of  hell,  and  to  their  admission  into  heaven  ! 
"  Lord,  Avhat  is  man  1" 

To  prove  that  "  those  who  are  in  the  state  of  the  dead  are  not 
excepted  from  the  redeeming  love  and  power  of  Christ,'*  the  Be- 
reans refer  to  Rom.  xiv.  7 — 11.  "  Foi  none  of  us  liveth  to  him- 
self, and  no  man  dieth  to  himself.  For  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord  ;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord  : 
whether  we  live  therefore,  or  die,  we  are  the  Lord's.  For  to  this 
end  Christ  both  died,  and  rose,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be 
Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.  But  why  dost  thou  judge  thy 
brother  ?  or  why  dost  thou  set  at  nought  thy  brother  ?  for  we 
shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ.  For  it  is 
written.  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  every  knee  shall  bow  to  me,  and 
every  tongue  shall  confess  to  God." 

A  little  attention  to  this  passage  will  convince  you  that  it  is  far 
from  pr6ving  that  Christ  will  ever  redeem  or  deliver  the  souls  of 
the  wicked  from  hell  ;  and  introduce  them  into  heaven.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter,  the  apostle  recommends  mutual  candour 
among  christians^  and  especially  those  christians,  who  did,  and 
those  who  did  not,  think  themselves  obliged  in  conscience  to  ob- 
serve the  ceremonies  enjoined  by  Moses,  ffe  then  attempts  to 
turn  their  zeal  for,  or  against  these  observances,  into  a  greater 
concern  to  be  in  a  state  of  constant  preparation  to  stand  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ.  With  this  general  view  of  the  subject, 
the  7  and  8  ver.  are  to  be  considered  as  expressing  the  peculiar 
obligation  christians  are  under,  not  to  live  or  die  to  themselves, 
or  in  the  indulgence  of  selfish  views,  pursuits  and  desires  ;  but  to 
live  and  die  to  the  Lord  ;  with  submission  to  his  will,  and  seeking 
his  glory  ;  and  that  they  do,  in  some  good  measure,  live  and  die 
in  this  manner.  And  that  this  might  be  their  character,  and  that 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  present  and  the  future  world  should  be 
subject  to  his  government  and  disposal,  the  9th  ver.  states  that 
Christ  "both  died,  and  rose,  and  revived."  The  10th  ver.  disap- 
proves of  uncharitable  judging,  and  disrespectful  treatment,  be- 
tween brother  and  brother,  and  dissuades  from  such  conduct, 
from  the  consideration  that  they  must  "  stand  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Christ."  The  11th  ver.  which  refers  to  Isa  xlv. 
23,  may  be  considered,  either  as  a  prediction  of  "  the  latter  day 
glory,"  when  the  true  knowledge  and  worship  of  Cod  shall 
generally  prevail,  or  to  the  day  of  judgment,  when  all  the  human 
race  willj  in  some  ivay  or  other,  acknowledge  God  as  the  sovereign 
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Lord  and  Judge,  and  submit  to  his  judicature  and  decision.  God 
will  then,  in  a  most  striking  manner,  be  glorified  of  all,  the  good 
and  bad  ;  the  happy  and  the  miserable.  Such,  it  is  believed-  are 
the  leading  sentiments  contained  in  the  passage  which  has  now 
been  reviewed.  Whether  they  have  a  favourable  aspect  on  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  you,  my  brethren,  must  judge  for 
yourselves.  And  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  judge  righteous 
judgment. 

In    p.    30,    the    Bereans    observe,  "  your   pastor   knows   con- 
scientiously that   we  are  not   without  the   authority  of  scripture 
testimony  for  our  conclusion  ;   and  that  we  have  likewise  the  posi- 
tive promises  of  God,   respecting  the  restitution  and  restoration 
of  all  things  universally."     What,  my  brethren,  is  the  conclusion 
of  these    gentlemen,    and   what   do  they  mean   by  this  universal 
restitution  ?    that  all  mankind  without  exception  will  come  to  the 
knovvledf^e    of  the  truth,    so   as  finallv  to  be  saved  with  an  ever- 
lasting  salvation.     And  that  this  will  indeed  be  the  case,  they  tell 
you,    that   your   pastor   knows  conscientiously,   that   they   have 
scripture    testimony    and    the   promises    of   God.       But    how,    my 
brethren,  do  the  gentlemen   know,  that  your  pastor  kyionvs  this  ? 
By  searching  his  heart,  and  by  the  power  of  intuition  respecting 
his  conscience  ?   This,  their  modesty  will  hardly  allow  them  to  say. 
Will  they  say,  then,  that  your  pastor  conscientiously  knows,  that 
they  have  the    testimony  of  scripture  and   promises   of  God   in 
support  of  their  conclusion,  because  he  disavows  such  knowledge, 
and  uniformly  opposes  their  conclusion,  by  scripture  testimony  ? 
This,  it  should  seem,  must  be  the  ground  of  their  assertion,  and 
especially,  as  they  do  not  allow  themselves  to  '*  judge  according  to 
appearances,'*     but    contrary    to    appearances,     and    ivithout    ap- 
pearances 1    How   favourable,  my  brethren,  both  to  their  hearts 
and  heads,   is  this  specimen  of  their  candour  and  discernment  in 
pronouncing  judgment  ! 

In  the  same  page,  the  gentlemen  say,  *  We  subscribe  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner  to  this  truth,  viz.  *•  the  wrath  of  God 
is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteous- 
ness of  men  ;"  but  "  it  is,"  say  they,  ''  the  wrath  of  God,  not  of 
man  ;  his  punishments  or  corrections  are  those  of  a  heavenly 
Father,  who,  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us,  corrects  us  for 
our  profit,"  £cc.  This  is,  indeed,  my  brethren,  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  not  of  man.  And  you  are  desired  particularly  to  notice  the 
distinction.  The  wrath  of  God  you  will  remember,  not  the  wrath 
of  man,  has  been  displayed  in  bringing  death  and  all  its  wo  into 
our  world  ;  in  destroying  the  antediluvian  sinners,  by  a  watery 
deluge  ;  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  by  a  deluge  of  fire  ; 
ungodly  Pharaoh  and  his  host  by  overwhelming  them  in  a  watery 
grave  ;  mutinous  Korah  and  his  associates  by  plunging  them  in- 
to the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  and  in  the  sweeping  destruction  of  the 
Canaanites.    This  wrath  has  been  displayed  in  all  ages  of  the  world 
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by   famines,   pestilences,    earthquakes,   inundations,   Sec.       You 
^vill  also  remember  that  it  is  the  wrath  of  God,  and  not  of  man, 
wiiich  is  disphiyed  in  the  endless  destruction  of  all  the  finally  im- 
penitent  wicked,    in    those   doleful   regions   where  "  peace    and 
hope  can  never  come,"  but  where  there  "  will    be  weeping,  wail- 
ing, and  gnashing  of  teeth."     Such  is  the  wrath,  the  tremendous' 
■wrath  of  God,  which,   as  the  Bereans  justly  observe,  is  not  the 
wrath  of  man  ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  man  should  be  so  highly 
incensed  against  sin,   or  inflict  such   an  amazing  weight  of  wo 
upon  incorrigible    sinners.     But  what  can  the  gentlemen   intend 
by  saying,  that  God  corrects  us  for  owv  profit^  that  we  may  be  /iar- 
takcrs  ot  his  holiness  ?      The  ideas  which    they  would  convey,  by 
this  quotation,  if  I  mistake  not  their  meaning,  are,  that  the  correc- 
tion   or   punishment   which    God  inflicts   upon   his  rational  crea- 
tures, ttil  his  rational  creatures,  whether  in  this  world,   or  in  the 
world  to  come,  is  of  a  d:sciplinary  nature  ;  that  it  is  inteJided  for 
their   profit,  and   will   certainly  produce  this   happy  effect.     But 
"was  this  the  meaning  of  the  apostle  ?     Consult  the  passage  Heb. 
xii.  10,  and  you  will  find  that  the  correction  of  which  the  apostle 
speaks,   he  applies  to  christians  as  the  subjects.     This  is  evident 
from  the  context.     "  Whom  the  Lord  toveth  he  chasteneth,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth.*^  This  is  the  chastening 
or  correction  which   "  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteous- 
ijess,  to  them   which   are  exercised  thereby."      It  yieldeth  these 
fruits  now  in  the  present  world.   But  is  this  the  fatherly  correction 
with  which  God  visits  the  wicked,   whom  he  denominates  "bas- 
tards" in  this  chapter  ?    Are  their  corrections  of  that  disciplinary 
nature,   which   produces  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  ? 
Do  not  such  characters  under  correction  "  wax  worse  and  worse," 
and  sometimes  even  blaspheme  the  God  of  heaven  ?     And   have 
not  the  corrections  of  the  Almighty  hurled  thousands  and  millions 
of  ungodly  men    into    eternity  in  a    moment,  who  had  no  space 
afforded  them  for  refientance^  and  no  opportunity  to  derive  profit 
therefrom  ?     How  great  and  inexcusable  then  is  the  perversion  of 
the  above  quoted  passage  of  scripture  by  the  Bereans,  in  applying 
it    to    all    mankind,   since    the    apostle    limits    it   to    christians  ? 
Whether  such  palpable  abuse  of  scripture,  of  which  the  gentle- 
Tiien  are  frequently  guilty,  is  to   be  attributed  to  a  perverted  un- 
derstanding, or  to  a  cause  which  would  admit  of  no  excuse,  is  not 
within  the  province  of  man  peremptorily   to  decide.     But  God, 
the  searcher  of  hearts,  knoweth. 

In  connexion  with  the  passage  above  quoted  from  Hebrews, 
the  gentlemen  observe,  "  But  if  God*s  children,  his  disobedient 
children,  are  destined  to  become  the  subjects  of  endless  misery, 
or  everlasting  torment,  in  consequence  of  their  disobedience  ;  we 
believe  your  pastor  would  be  puzzled  to  prove  that  characters, 
in  a  state  oK eternal  suffering  and  torment^  derived,  or  could  possi- 
bly derive  any  profit  by  it  j  or  how  they  could  be  said  to  be  par- 
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takers  of  God's  holiness,"  &c.  Very  true  ;  but  instead  of  at' 
tempting  to  reconcile  so  gross  a  contradiction,  he  has  endeavour- 
ed to  shew,  and  he  believes  successfully,  that  it  never  can  be  rec- 
onciled. Instead  of  attempting  to  shew  that  what  is  so  palpably 
imtrue,  can  ever  be  converted  into  a  truth,  he  has  endeavoured  to 
prove,  and  thinks  he  has  done  it,  that  it  is  a  lie,  so  gross  and  ob- 
vious, as  can  be  believed  by  none  but  such  as  are  under  the  influ- 
ence of"  strong  delusion."  But  since  the  Bereans  consider  it  as  a 
difficulty  of  a  very  puzzling  nature,  to  prove  that  "  the  subjects  of 
everlasting  torment  should  derive  any  firojii  by  it,"  is  it  not  a 
little  strange  that  these  gentlemen  should  with  so  much  facility 
surmount  it !  This  would  indeed  be  strange, /za-s^wg*  strajige^  were 
it  not  that  they  have  the  address  to  remove  the  principal  part  of 
the  difficulty,  by  denying  the  truth  of  divine  testimony,  which  ex- 
pressly decides  that  the  wicked  "shall  go  away  into  everlast'mg 
fiunishment^'*  or  torment.  The  word  everlasting  they  repeatedly 
use  in  their  Address  as  importing  the  same  thing  with  endless  ; 
yet  they  deny  the  endless  punishment  of  the  wicked  ;  and  plead 
that  they  are  corrected  for  their /2ro/?^,  and  that  they  will  mherit 
everlasting  life  !  Thus,  by  denying  the  truth  of  the  divine  declara- 
tion, they  find  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  all  mankind  will  be 
everlastingly  profited  by  divine  correction. 

"  With  respect  to  your  pastor's  singular  endeavours,"  say  the 
Bereans,  pp-  30,  31,  "to  prove  that  the  word  all  does  not  mean 
c//,  that  the  word  ivorld  does  not  mean  all  the  world;  and  that  when 
the  term  whole  ivond'*  is  mentioned  in  scripture,  it  means  not 
the  whole  worlds  &;c.  we  will  only  say,  that  it  is  unfortunate  he 
should  be  obliged  to  resort  to  such  paltry,  simple  subterfuge,  as 
an  attempt  to  weaken,  if  not  invalidate  the  divine  testimony."  If 
by  this  "  singular"  passage  the  gentlemen  mean  to  insinuate  more 
than  this,  that  your  pastor  has  *' endeavoured  to  prove"  that"<2// 
men  ofteji  intends  (as  used  in  scripture)  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
human  race,"  and  that  the  expressions  "  world,  through  the 
Avorld,  whole  world,  and  all  the  world,"  are  very  often  to  be  un- 
derstood in  a  limited  sense — if  the  gentlemen  mean  to  insinuate 
more  than  this,  their  insinuation  is  entirely  unfounded;  and  of  this 
they  cannot  be  ignorant.  But  if  they  mean  to  deny,  that  al:  men^ 
as  used  in  scripture,  often,  and  indeed  generally  intends  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  human  race,  and  that  the  worlds  whole  worlds 
&c.  are  often  used  in  a  limited  sense,  you  must  be  convinced, 
that  such  a  denial  must  be  attributed  not  to  the  ignorance  of  their 
ujider standings^  but  to  ignorance  which  is  more  centrally  situated^ 
and  whose  nature  will  admit  of  no  excuse.  If,  my  brethren,  to 
say,  that  the  words,  all  men,  are  often  or  even  generally  used  in 
scripture  to  express  but  a  small  portion  of  the  human  race  ;  and 
if  to  say  that  worlds  and  whole  world  are  often  used  in  a  restricted 
sense,  be  "  a  resort  to  a  paltry,  simple  subterfuge,"  and  an  "  at- 
tempt to  weaken,  if  not  invalidate  the  divine  testimony,"  in  what 
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light  must  you  view  a  sneering  and  contemptuous  denial  of  the 
fiict  ?  And  what  can  you  think  of  the  authors  of  this  denial,  but 
as  contemners  of  the  truth  and  authority  of  the  Bible  ! 

*' Your  pastor,"  say  the  Bereans,  p.  31,  "asserts  in  one  part 
of  his  sermon  that  God  does  not  Jnte7id  or  des'gn  the  salva- 
tion of  ail  men,  without  exception,  and  that  he  only  commands  or 
directs  them  to  be  saved  ;  (or  in  other  words,  to  save  them- 
selves.) And  in  another  part  of  his  discourse,  that  God  is  not 
desirous^  all  things  considered,  of  the  salvation  of  the  whole  of  the 
human  race.'* 

In  the  view  of  these  quotations  (one  of  which  however  is  very 
incorrect)  they  say,  "  If  we  understand  your  pastor's  meaning  we 
are  thus  to  believe,  That  when  the  divine  Being  says,  "  Look 
unto  me  and  be  ye  saved  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  for  I  am  Jeho- 
vah, Sec."  we  are  not  to  take  this  as  really  the  case,  but  only  as  his 
revealed  command  and  direction  ;  for  his  secret  ivill  is,  that  he 
neither  desires,  nor  desigyis  what  he  commands  or  directs  **  These 
remarks  of  the  gentlemen  are  involved  in  too  much  obscurity  to 
convey  any  clear  and  distinct  meaning.  Whether  I  understand 
them  is  doubtful  ;  but  they  seem  to  say,  that  according  to  my 
instruction,  the  passage  in  Isa.  xlv.  22,  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye 
saved,"  Sec.  is  not  to  be  understood  according  to  its  true  meaning  ; 
but  only  as  a  revealed  command  or  direction  ?  But,  my  brethren, 
is  it  not  a  revealed  command  or  direction.  The  whole  of  the 
passage  indeed  is  not  a  command  ;  nor  has  your  pastor  ever  in- 
sinuated that  it  is.  But  is  it  true,  according  to  your  pastor's  in- 
struction, that  "  the  secret  mill  of  God  is,  that  he  neither  desires 
nor  designs  what  he  commands  or  directs  ?  Has  he  said  any  thing 
about  the  secret  will  of  God,  in  his  sermon  ?  You  must  be  sensi- 
ble he  has  not.  He  has  indeed  said,  that  "  God  commands  all 
men,  who  are  proper  subjects  of  command,  to  do  that,  which,  if 
done,  would  ensure  their  salvation  ;"  and  yet,  "  that  he  does  not 
determine  or  design  the  salvation  of  all  men,  without  exception  ;" 
and  indeed,  "  that  he  is  not  desirous,  all  things  considered,"  that 
this  should  be  the  case.  But  these  things  he  has  represented 
and  shewn  to  be,  not  the  secret  but.the  revealed  will  of  God.  Be- 
lieving, as  he  does,  that  this  subject  has  been  placed  in  a  clear 
and  convincing  point  of  light,  the  gentlemen,  as  they  have  said 
nothing  to  invalidate  its  truth,  must  perceive  that  it  would  be  im- 
pertinent in  your  pastor  to  adduce  any  farther  arguments,  and 
sci-ipture  proofs  in  support  of  his  positions.  Before  this  article 
is  dismissed,  he  would,  however,  ask  the  gentlemen,  whether 
they  meant  to  do  justice  to  your  pastor  in  saying,  he  "  asserts  that 
God  only  commands  or  directs  all  men  to  be  saved,  or  in  other 
words,  to  save  themselves  .?"  If  they  refer,  as  I  suppose  they  do, 
to  a  passage  in  the  first  inference  of  my  discourse,  it  will  be  found 
on  examination  that  they  grossly  misquoted  the  passage,  and 
shamefully  perverted  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning. 
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The  insinuation  of  the  Bereans  in  p.  32,  that  your  pastor  *'  ex- 
hibits no  fear  in  slandering  his  character,"  (the  character  of  God) 
will  be  instrumental,  he  hopes,  of  excitins^  him  so  to  vindicate  toe 
divine  perfections,  as  to  confound,  to  put  to  silence,  and  bring  to 
genuine  repentance,  all  wlio  have  been,  and  now  are  in  the  habit 
of"  speaking  wickedly  for  God,  and  talking  deceitfully  for  him." 

In  the  same  page,  they  express  a  desire  that  you  would  "  ask 
a  direct  reply  from  your  pastor  to  the  following  queries  : 

1 .  Had  Jehovah  any  design  in  creatmg  mankind  ? 

2.  Was  it  a  good  or  a  bad  design  ? 

3.  Will  he  accomplish  his  design  ?" 

As  "  a  solution  of  these  queries"  appears,  and  justly  appears  of 
high  importance,  your  pastor  will  give  "  a  direct  reply  to  tiiem.'* 

To  the  Jirst  query  his  answer  is,  "  The  Lord  hath  made  all 
things  for  himself;  yea,  even  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil.''* 

His  answer  to  the  second  query  is,  "  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord, 
to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power  ;  for  tnou  hast  created 
all  things,  and ybr  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created.'*  God's 
pleasure  is  "  a  good  pleasure  ;"  therefore  his  design  in  creating 
mankind,  who  are  included  in  the  words  "  all  things,"  must  be 
a  good  design^  for  which  he  is  to  receive  "  glory,  honour  and 
power." 

To  the  third  query  he  gives  the  following  reply  :  God's  "  coun- 
sel shall  standi  and  he  nvili  do  all  his  pleasure^**  he  will  accomplish 
his  whole  design.  "  Nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor  any  thing 
taken  from  it." 

These  replies,  my  brethren,  must  be  satisfactory  to  all  ration- 
al believers  in  God's  word,  and  who  are  truly  reconciled  to  his 
character,  nor  can  they  fail  of  exciting  in  their  breasts  emotions 
of  rejoicing  and  of  exceeding  great  joy. 

As  little  or  nothing  occurs  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  gentle- 
men's Address,  which  has  even  so  much  as  the  appearance  of 
militating  against  any  sentiment  contained  in  my  sermon,  or  of 
favouring  their  own  cause,  I  have  but  little  more  to  add.     ' 

The  scripture  passages  which  they  adduce,  to  prove,  as  I  con- 
jecture, that  all  men  without  exception  will  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth  and  be  saved,  will  be  briefly  noticed.  They  ad- 
duce 2  Tim.  i.  9.  "  God  gave  us  grace  in  Christ  Jesus  before 
the  world  began."  This  passage,  which  they  incorrectly  quote,  I 
have  already  attended  to,  and  shown  that  it  is  probably  limited  to 
two  individual  persons,  Paul  and  Timothy.  Another  passage 
■which  they  quote  is  Psalm  Ixxii.  14.  "He  shall  redeem  the 
souls  of  men  ("  their  soul,"  that  is,  of  the  needy,  they  should  have 
quoted)  from  deceit  and  violence  :"  from  the  deceit  and  violence 
of  whom  ?  of  their  rich  and  powerful  adversaries.  But  what  has 
this  interposition  of  divine  Providence,  in  behalf  of  the  needy  and 
helpless,  to  do  with  the  salvation  of  ail  n>en  ?     They  next  refer  to 
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1  John  iv.  9.  "  We  love  him  because  he  first  loved  us,"  which 
they  but  partially  quote.  But  because  this  is  true  of  christians^  of 
whom  the  apostle  is  speakmg,  does  it  follow  that  infictels^  whom 
"  God's  soul  hateth,"  either  love  him^  or  are  beloved  of  him^  in  the 
sense  of  the  text  ?  Eph.  ii.  4,  5,  is  the  next  passage  which  they 
produce,  in  favour  of  their  unfounded  belief,  that  all  mankind 
without  exception  will  be  saved  with  an  everlasting  salva- 
tion. "  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  the  great  love  where- 
with he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath  quickened 
us  together  with  Christ ;  (by  grace  are  ye  saved.")  But  does  it 
follow  that  all  men  are  quickened  and  saved  by  grace,  from  the 
consideration  that  some  of  mankind  are  thus  quickened  and  saved  ? 
This  passage,  then,  has  no  favourable  aspect  on  the  doctrine  of 
universal  salvation  ;  for  it  is  evident  that  the  apostle  limits  this 
quickening  and  salvation  to  the  "  saints,  which  are  at  Ephesus, 
and  to  the  faithful  in  Christ  Jesus,"  to  whom  he  addressed  his 
epistle. 

In  page  35  the  Bereans  ask,  "  Can  you  believe,  brethren,  that 
when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  the  shepherds  in  Beth- 
lehem, saying,  '  Fear  not,  for  behold  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  unto  all  people  ;  for  unto  yoU  is  born 
this  day,  a  Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord,*  that  the  heavenly 
messenger  declared  a  falsehood,  &c.  because  your  pastor  tells  you, 
the  words  all  people  does  not  mean  or  intend  all  people .?"  I  trust, 
my  brethren,  that  you  would  not  believe  "  that  the  heavenly  mes- 
senger declared  a  falsehood"  in  announcing  the  glad  tidings  as 
above  stated,  had  your  pastor  told  you  that  "  all  people  does 
not  mean  or  intend  all  people."  But  as  your  pastor  has  no  ivhere 
in  his  sermon  told  you  this,  you  will  not  be  likely  to  believe  that 
the  gentlemen  declare  the  truth,  although  they  say  he  does  tell 
you  so.  Nor  will  you  be  likely  to  believe,  that  all  people  will  be  saved, 
because  the  glad  tidings  of  the  birth  of  a  Saviour  shall  hereafter 
be  announced  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  so  long  as  you  be- 
lieve that  Christ  "  is  the  author  of  salvation"  to  those  only  "  who 
obey  him."  Let  me,  my  brethren,  be  persuaded  better  things  of 
you,  all  of  you  ;  and  things  which  accompany  salvation.  Permit 
me  confidently  to  hope  and  trust,  that  you  will  feel  it  your  duty 
to  believe  God,  rather  than  fallible,  deceived  and  deceiving  men. 
To  his  holy  keeping  I  earnestly  commend  you  ;  fervently  pray- 
ing that  he  would  mercifully  preserve  you  from  hearmg  the  in- 
sidious "  instruction  that  causeth  to  err  from  the  words  of 
knowledge." 
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HAVING  reviewed  the  Address  made  to  you  by  the  Berean  So- 
ciety in  answer  to  my  discourse  on  1  Tim.  ii.  4,  I  shall  now, 
according  to  my  engagement,  make  a  few  remarks  on  a  pam- 
phlet entitled,  "  Universal  Restoration  Vindicated<^*  in  a  Reply 
to  the  same  Discourse^  by  Samuel  Thompson. 

I  had  It  in  contemplation  to  address  these  remarks  particularly 
to  that  gentleman  ;  but  as  I  had  hitherto  addressed  myself  to  the 
people  of  my  pastoral  charge,  I  judged  it  most  advisable  to  pur- 
sue the  same  method.  The  gentleman,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  im- 
pute tills  to  any  motive  of  disrespect  to  his  person,  as  no  such  mo- 
tive has  influenced  the  writer,  who  very  sincerely  accords  with 
that  gentleman  in  sentiment  and  in  wishes,  respecting  many  things 
Vvhich  he  has  advanced  in  his  pamphlet.  As  the  leading  object 
of  it,  however,  is,  in  the  view  of  the  writer  of  this,  to  advocate  a 
system  of  falsehood,  he  feels  himself  constrained  by  a  sense  of 
duty  to  oppose  it,  and  to  use  his  endeavours  to  check,  and  as  far 
as  possible  to  prevent,  its  pernicious  tendency  and  effects. 

The  gentleman  remarks,  my  brethren,  p.  6,  that  your  pastor, 
in  the  introduction  of  his  sermon,  observes,  "  As  the  one  God  hath 
constituted  the  one  Mediator^  bet%veen  God  and  men.,  the  man  Christ 
Jesus^  who  gave  himself  for  uU^  to  be  testified  in  due  time  ;  and  as 
he  has  made  provision  for  the  salvation  of  all  men,  so  he  will  have 
all  men  to  be  saved  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth**  This  ob- 
servation the  gentleman  "  thinks  is  very  correct.  But  how  it  agrees 
with  what  is  advanced  in  the  17th  p."  of  my  sermon,  is,  he  adds, 
"  totally  beyond  his  comprehension.  It  is  in  these  words.  *  Are 
we  not  constrained  to  believe  from  what  has  been  said,  that  God 
wills  or  determines  the  everlasting  destruction  of  a  part  of  the 
human  race  ?" 

As  the  gentleman  seems  utterly  unable  to  "  comprehend"  the 
consistency  of  these  passages,  I  will  endeavour  to  furnish  him 
with  some  assistance.  That  God  has  made  "  provision  for  the 
salvation  of  all  men'*  is  a  truth,  in  his  view,  "  very  correct."  But 
is  it  inconceivable  to  the  gentleman  that  all  men  should  not  avail 
themselves  of  that  provision  to  the  saving  of  their  souls  ?  This,  it 
should  seem,  cannot  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  his  comprehension. 
But  because  God  "  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved.  Sec."  or  "  because 
God  commands  all  men,  who  are  the  proper  subjects  of  command, 
to  do  that,  which,  if  done,  would  ensure  their  salvation,"  cannot 
the  gentleman  conceive  that  all  men  will  not,  or  may  not,  obey  that 
command  ?  Now  then,  on  supposition,  that  all  men  do  not  obey 
the  command,  and  thus  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
vision, or  the  means,  which  God  has  provided  for  their  salvation, 
may  not  God  consistently  "  will  or  determine  the  everlasting  de- 
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struction''  of  all  such  delinquents  ?  Is  there,  my  brethren,  any 
thinj^  in  these  statements,  either  inconsistent  or  incomfirehen' 
sible  ?  To  your  minds,  it  is  presumed,  there  is  not.  And  it  is 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  himself  will  no%v  discern  in  them 
nothing  repugnant  to  consistency  or  beyond  the  reach  of  his  own 
*'  comprehension."  As  there  is  no  discordance  between  the  above 
statements,  and  the  statements  wliich  I  made  in  my  sermon,  you 
must  judge  for  yourselves  whether  they  be  consistent  and  intelli- 
gible, ana  whether  they  were  illustrated  and  supported  in  that 
discourse 

In  p.  14,  the  gentleman  observes,  that  "the  answer  given  in 
the  Assembly's  Catechism  to  this  question,  '  what  is  the  chief 
end  of  man  V  is  no  doubt  expressive  of  the  end  which  God  had 
in  view  in  his  creation,  which  is,  ^  to  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him 
forever."  To  this  he  subjoins,  "That  the  glory  of  God  is  connect- 
ed with  the  good  of  c//  his  creatures  is  the  uniform  language  of  his 
sacred  word."  Did  the  venerable  Assembly  of  divines  intend  to 
convey  the  idea,  by  the  above  quoted  answer  in  their  catechism, 
•which  the  gentleman  says  it  expresses  ?  Do  they,  indeed,  convey 
such  an  idea  ?  Tins  you  do  not^  you  cannot  believe.  Nor  can 
you  easily  be  persuaded  that  the  gentleman  himself  believes  it. 
Is  it  not  then,  to  say  the  least,  highly  disingenuous  in  him, 
to  insinuate  that  the  framers  of  the  catechism  at  Westminster 
expressed  the  idea  or  sentiment  that  all  men  will  glorify  God  for- 
ever in  a  happy  state  of  existence  ?  But  if  this  insinuation  re- 
specting the  Assembly  of  divines  is  highly  disingenuous  in  the 
gentleman,  in  what  point  of  light  must  appear  his  positive  decla- 
ration, "  that  the  glory  of  God  is  connected  "with  the  good  oi  all 
his  creatures,  is  the  uniform  Language  of  his  sacred  word  !"  What 
•was  the  good^  which  hardened  and  presumptuous  Pharaoh  and  his 
impious  host  experienced,  when  the  "  Lord  triumphed  ^/or/ow6'/z/," 
and  when  "  his  right  hand  became  glorious'*  in  their  sudden  and 
awful  overthrow  ?  Or  what  good  will  ever  result  to  them,  from 
that  awful  event  ?  What  is  the  good^  which  the  wicked  will  real- 
ise, when  Jesus  Christ  "  shall  come  in  his  Father's  glory,"  and 
in  "  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them,"  and  when  they 
*'  shall  be  fiunished  with  everiastmg  destruction  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord,  and  from  X\\q  glory  of  his  power  ?"  And  what  will  be 
their  good  "  whose  end  is  destruction,  and  to  be  burned,  who  shall 
utterly  perish,  who  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ?"  Oi* 
what  will  be  their  good  whose  sin  "  shall  not  be  forgiven,  neither 
in  this  world.,  neither  in  the  ivorld  come .?"  and  who  cannot  pass 
over  the  gulf  between  heaven  and  hell  ?  And  yet,  says  the  gen- 
tleman, the  glory  of  God  is  connected  with,  or  dependent  on  the 
good  of  all  his  creatures,  and  that  this  is  the  uniform  language  of 
his  sacred  word  !  I  pray  God  that  he  will  not  lay  this  sin  to  his 
charge  ! 
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After  expressing  it  as  his  belief,  p.  15,  that  all  men  without 
exception  will  be  saved,  the  gentleman  observes,  "  This  idea," 
(The  idea  of  universal  salvation)  "  is  beautifully  illustrated  by  that 
excellent  christian  poet,  Cowper,  in  his  Task,  which  I  will  here 
transcribe. 

*  Come,  then,  and  added  to  thy  many  crowns. 
Receive  yet  one,  the  crown  of  all  the  earthy 
Thou,  who  alone  art  worthy — 

It  was  thine  by  ancient  covenant,  e'er  nature's  birth  ; 
And  thou  hast  made  it  thine,  by  purchase  since, 
{|  And  overpaid  its  value  by  thy  blood." 

I  fully  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  CoAvper  was  an  excellent 
christian  poet  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  he  was  an  excellent 
christian  as  a  man,  in  theory,  in  heart  and  in  practice  ;  and,  that 
he  was  as  far  from  belie~oing  in  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation 
as  he  was  from  venerating  its  practical  advocates  in  petit  maltrc 
Clergymen.  Does  the  gentleman,  then,  whose  pamphlet  is  now 
under  review,  mean  to  insinuate  that  Cowper,  in  the  above  quo- 
tation, meant  to  patronise  and  illustrate  the  universalian  doc- 
trine ?  This  seems  to  have  been  his  design.  How  dishonourable  ! 
how  insidious  !   how  base  ! 

In  p.  20,  the  gentleman  quotes  the  following  passage  from 
my  sermon,  "  Sm,  indeed,  is  not  destroyed,  but  it  has  received  a 
deadly  wound,  which  will  never  be  healed.  It  may  struggle 
hard  for  life  and  victory,  but  its  struggle  will  be  in  vain.'*  Thia 
extract  is  made  from  p.  1 1  of  my  sermon  ;  in  connexion  with 
which,  you  will  find,  that,  speaking  of  real  christians,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  salvation,  1  observe,  they  are  delivered  from  the  control- 
ling power  or  dominion  of  sin.  In  such  characters  and  such 
only,  1  observe,  that  sin  has  received  a  deadly  wound,  &c.  This 
must  have  been  too  obvious  to  have  escaped  the  gentleman's  no- 
tice. What  then  does  he  mean  by  saying,  "  This  paragraph  is  I 
think  consistent  with  scripture,  with  sound  reason,"  kc.  and  yet 
assert  "  the  love  of  God,  as  exhibited  in  Christ  Jesus,  is  so  exten- 
sive, that  it  goes  underneath  the  very  foundation  of  sin,  and  must 
finally  extirpate  it  entirely  out  of  the  universe  ?"  The  gentleman 
here,  if  I  understand  him,  insinuates  that  in  the  above  quotation, 
I  advance  it  as  my  belief,  that  sin  in  the  aggregate,  or  with  re- 
spect to  all  s'nfiu  behigs,  has  received  a  deadly  wound,  which  will 
never  be  healed,  but  be  finally  and  universally  destroyed  !  Is  not 
ihis  attempt,  my  brethren,  to  make  your  pastor  appear  inconsist- 
ent with  himself,  equally  feeble  and  unavailing  as  the  forvier  ! 
And  does  it  not  discover  a  disposition  highly  dishonourable  and 
disingenuous  ? 

In  the  page  from  which  the  last  quotation  was  made  the  gen- 
tleman observes,  "  As  sin  is  indeed  a  limited  principle,  which  had 
a  beginning,  it  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  become  extinct." 


6-2 

* 

How  conclusive  is  this  reasoning  !  It  goes  to  prove  (if  it  prove 
any  thing)  that  all  created  existences  will  be  annihilated  ;  lor  all 
created  beings  *'  are  limited  principles  which  had  a  beginning."  * 
On  the  principle  or  foundation  of  such  reasoning  is  built  the  fair 
and  magnificent  fabric  of  universal  salvation  !  but  alas  1  what 
will  be  its  destiny  when  the  rain  shall  descend,  the  floods  come, 
and  the  winds  blow  ? 

In  the  same  page  is  the  following  singular  passage,"  Our  Gody 
says  the  apostle,  is  a  consuming  Jire^  and  this  is  the  only  eternal 
fire  which  there  is  in  existence,  the  fire  of  Almighty  love."  Ac- 
cording to  these  observations,  the  wicked,  who,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, will  be  doomed  to  depart /?*077?  Christ,  as  cursed^  into  d^jur' 
wace  of  fire,  into  everlasting  fire,  prejiared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels^  and  where  there  shall  be  availing  and  gnashing  of  teeth^  and 
where  the  smoke  oi the^r  torment  ascendtth  up  forever  and  ever, 
and  from  which  place  of  torment  they  can  iiever  pass  into  heaven- 
According  to  the  observations  of  this  gentleman,  the  wicked,  when 
doomed  to  depart  into  this  everlasting  fire,  will  go  away  into  God, 
into  the  arms  of  his  "  Almighty  love  I"  Row  horrid  is  this  perver- 
sion of  scripture  !  What  contempt  of  the  most  sacred  and  tremen- 
dous truth  !  What  an  insult  and  outrage  upon  common  sense  ! 

"  The  christian,"  observes  the  gentleman,  p.  22,  "  taught  by 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  looks  upon  the  god  of  this  world  as  a  being 
of  limited  power,  and  knows  that  he  shall  reign  but  a  little  while, 
but  those"  (that  is,  the  opposers  of  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva- 
tion) "  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Saviour,  suppose  that  this 
adversary  is  a  being  of  unlimited  power ^  and  that  his  reign  shall  be 
eternal.'**  By  what  authority,  my  brethren,  does  the  gentleman 
say,  or  insinuate,  that  the  opposers  of  the  doctrine  of  universal 
salvation  believe  that  the  devil  is  possessed  of  unlimited  power^ 
with  which  his  reign  will  be  eternal  ?  He  certainly  has  not  the  au- 
thority of  their  avowed  belief,  and  he,  as  certainly,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  their  secret  belief.  But  does  he  really  believe  that  hiB 
opposers  in  sentiment  do  ascribe  to  the  devil  unlimited  power  and 
an  eternal  reign  ?  If  so,  he  must  be  entirely  unacquainted  with 
their  view  of  the  subject,  which  is  hardly  credible  ;  but  if  he  f/o 
not  believe  what  he  asserts,  you  will,  if  possible,  attribute  his  asser- 
tion to  inadvertency  rather  than  to  a  more  faulty  source. 

"  This  foe,"  (the  devil)  adds  the  gentleman  in  the  same  page, 
"is  to  be  destroyed.  For  the  Saviour  shall  not  ov\\y  destroy 
death^  but  him  who  had  the  power  of  deaths  that  is^  the  devil.  And 
this  will  undoubtedly  be  effected  by  the  destruction  of  the  enmity 
of  his  nature."  The  scripture  passage  which  he  quotes  is  Heb. 
ii.  14.  But  how  inconclusive  is  his  evidence  from  the  word 
destroy,  in  that  passage,  that  the  enmity  of  the  devil's  nature  will 
f,uffer  destruction  I  Had  he  been  acquainted  with  that  word  in  the 
original  Greek,  he  would  have  known  that  it  signifies  \.o  frustrate y 
invalidate,   to  take  away  all  force,  or  Jio%uer.     Now,  because  the 
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devil  Aviil  be  frustrated,  and  his  power  to  deceive  and  seduce  will 
be  taken  from  him  or  destroyed,  by  his  being  bound  under  chains 
of  everlasting  darkness,  does  it  "  undoubtedly"  follow  that  the 
enmity  of  his  nature  will  be  destroyed  ? 

I  had  contemplated  remarking  on  several  other  passages  in  the 
pamphlet,  which  I  have  now  in  a  very  desultory  manner  review- 
ed ;  but  as  my  review  of  the  Address  from  the  Berean  society 
has  been  so  particular,  as  to  carry  me  considerably  beyond  the 
limits,  which  I  had  originally  prescribed,  and  as  that  pamphlet 
contains  little  or  nothing,  which  is  not  contained  in  the  Address, 
I  shall  decline  any  further  remarks  upon  it.  Several  passages  of 
scripture  are  used,  I  am  sensible,  in  the  pamphlet,  with  the  view 
to  support  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  which  do  not  occur 
in  the  Address.  These  I  should  have  particularly  noticed,  but  for 
the  reasons  assigned,  and  from  the  belief  that  they  were  sufficient- 
ly, though  not  directly,  shewn,  in  my  review  of  the  Address,  to  be 
entirely  unavailable  for  the  purpose,  for  which  they  were  quoted. 


•  «  ^t>^  *  *  I 


Suffer  me  here  briefly  to  examine  a  passage  of  scripture  allud- 
ed to  in  a  manuscript  reply  to  my  sermon,  by  a  gentleman   per- 
sonally unknown  to  me,  which  he  seems  to  consider  as  furnishing 
conclusive  evidence  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva- 
tion ;   and  to  which,  indeed,  the  Berean  society  appear  repeatedly 
to  allude  in  their  Address,   and  to  consider   as  possessing  much 
weight  in  support  of  their  cause.     The  passage  alluded  to  is  Acts 
iii.  21,  which  the  gentleman  has  incorrectly  quoted.     The  follow- 
ing quotation  you  will  find  correct ;  "  Whom  the  heaven  must  re- 
ceive until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  which   God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  be- 
gan."    This  passage,  you  will  observe,  my  brethren,  refers  to  Je- 
sus Christ,   who  had  a  little  before  risen   from   the  dead  and  as- 
cended into  heaven,  and  where  he  is  to  remain  "  until  the  times  of 
restitution  of  all  things. ^^     When  those  times  or  that  period  shall 
have  arrived,  "  unto  them  that  look  for  him,"   or  believe  in  him, 
"  he  shall  appear  the   second   time,  without  sin  unto   salvation." 
But  he  will "  take  vengeance  on  them  that   know  not  God,   and 
that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     Here,   you 
will  particularly  observe,  my  brethren,   that   when   Christ   shall 
come  from  heaven  at  the  general  judgment  to  the   salvation   of 
believers,  and  to  take  vengeance  on  the  ungodly,  the  times  of  res- 
titution of  all  things  will  be  accomplished  ;  and  that  so  soon  as  the 
grand  scene  of  the  judgment  shall  be  over,  "  the  times  of  restitu- 
tion" will  be  past,  forever  past.     Nothing  after  this  will  be  restor- 
ed, regulated  or  saved.      But  you  will  remember,  that  it  is  at  the 
general  judgment,  the  wicked  are  to  depart,  as  cursed,  into  ever- 
Htstivgjire,     How  completely  then  will  they  be  excluded,  from 
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this  restitution  of  all  things  ?  Whatever  may  be  the  meaning  of 
the  expression,  "  restitution  of  all  things,"  this  is  certain,  that 
■wicked  men,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  are  not  included  or  interest- 
ed in  it.  They  will,  at  that  period,  be  miserable.  And  this  the 
Bereans  and  the  other  gentlemen  seem  to  admit.  Now  then  as 
there  will  be  no  restitution  after  this  restitution  oi  all  things^  the 
misery  of  the  wicked  must  be  endless.  It  would  be  a  subject  of 
mucii  surprise  that  the  gentlemen  should  press  this  text  into 
their  service,  were  it  not  that  their  eyes  appear  to  be  closed,  and 
their  understandings  to  be  darkened  ;  for  there  is  scarcely  a  text 
in  the  Bible,  winch  is  more  decidedly  in  opposition  to  their  fa- 
vourite doctrine. 


Brethren^ 

Thus  having  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  authors  of  the 
pamphlets,  which  have  now  passed  in  review,  have  entirely  failed 
in  their  attempt  to  illustrate  and  establish  the  doctrine  of  univer- 
sal salvation,  and  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  sermon, 
which  occasioned  the  publication  of  those  pamphlets,  accord  one 
with  another,  and  with  the  word  of  truth,  you  must  judge  for 
yourselves  whether  my  endeavour  have  been  successful.  If  you 
have  discovered  any  thing  in  the  preceding  remarks  of  a  sarcastic 
or  satirical  nature^  you  will  ascribe  it,  I  trust,  not  to  any  pro- 
pensity in  the  writer,  to  p.lace  the  gentlemen,  whose  pamphlets 
he  has  reviewed,  in  a  ludicrous  point  of  light,  but  only  to  render 
that  light  more  visible  in  which  they  have  iilaced  themselves. 

If  in  any  thing  I  have  not  done  them  justice,  you  will  I  trust 
impute  it  to  the  obscure,  and  sometimes  incomprehensible  man- 
ner, in  which  they  have  expressed  themselves,  in  connexion  with 
the  peculiarly  unfavourable  circumstances  under  which  1  have 
penned  the  preceding  remarks.  A  late  severe  sickness,  accompa- 
nied with  a  pressure  of  cares  and  duties,  will  plead  in  my  excuse, 
for  all  inaccuracies^  which  the  reader  may  discover  in  this  perfor- 
mance, a  performance  undertaken  from  a  conviction  of  duty,  and 
executed,  I  trust,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  with  a  view  to  your  best 
and  everlasting  good  Although  I  have  little,  if  any,  expectation 
or  hope,  that  it  will  reclaim  the  confirmed  Universalist  from  his 
dangerous,  and  I  fear  ruinous  errors  ;  yet  I  do  indulge  the  hope, 
and  earnestly  pray  God,  that  it  may  be  instrumental,  in  some 
measure,  of  jireventing  the  unwary,  the  young  and  the  unstable 
being  seduced  into  the  path  of  the  destroyer. 

Permit  me  now,  dear  brethren,  to  request  you  seriously  to  re- 
volve in  your  minds  and  impartially  weigh  the  things  which  I 
have  addressed  to  your  understandings.  Compare  them  with 
the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  and  may  the  Fountain  of  all  wisdom 
bring  you  to,  and  establish  your  minds  and  your  hearts  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
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Suffer  a  few  words  of  exhortation  from  him,  whose  long  and 
interesting  connexion  with  you  has  rendered  you  the  peculiar 
objects  of  his  affection,  of  his  solicitous  care  and  best  wishes; 
and  whose  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  is,  that  you  may  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be  saved. 

You  have  the  Bible  in  your  hands,  which  is  your  only  infallible 
rule  of  faith.  Do  you  not  learn  from  this  unerring  standard,  that 
there  is  an  essential  difference  in  the  characters  of  men,  who  are 
denominated  "  righteous  and  wicked,'*  Sec.  that  the  Jbrme?^  are  in 
3./2a7'doned  state,  and  that  the  latter  are  in  a  state  of  condemnation  ? 
Will  you  not,  then,  believe  God  rather  than  man  ?  Will  you  not 
view  with  the  highest  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  every  at- 
tempt to  turn  into  ridicule  and  to  destroy  these  distinctions  ?  Do 
you  not  learn  from  this  blessed  book  that  between  these  different 
characters  a  distinction  is  made  at  deaths  at  the  general  resurrection 
and  judgment^  which  will  be  everlasting  or  endless  ?  that  while  the 
death  of  the  righteous  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
accompanied  with  the  hofie  ivhich  shall  not  make  them  ashamed^ 
the  death  of  the  wicked  shall  disapjioint  and  cut  off  their  hope  ? 
that  while  \\\q  former  shall,  at  the  resurrection,  awake  to  everlast- 
^'"'S  ^if^f  the  latter  shall  come  forth  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
temfit<i  and  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting  destruction  ?  Reject, 
then,  that  infidel  doctrine,  which  would  persuade  you  to  believe, 
that  these  things,  with  respect  to  the  wicked,  are  not  true.  Do 
you  believe  that  wicked  men  at  the  promulgation  of  the  gospel, 
would  have  hatediis  doctrines,its  divine  Author  and  his  apostles  for 
telling  them,  that  every  thing  which  they  suffered  was  designed 
for  their  benefit^  and  that  they  would  all  be  saved  ivith  an  everlast- 
ing salvation  ?  If  not,  reject  the  universalian  doctrine  as  the 
visionary  scheme  of  deluded  and  deluding  men.  Do  you  believe 
that  none  of  the  human  race  can  be  saved  but  by  grace  or  mercy 
through  Jesus  Christ?  If  so,  reject  the  doctrine,  as  the  greatest  of 
all  absurdities,  which  teaches  that  the  wicked  in  hell  will  be  saved 
in  this  way,  although  "  the  divine  law  shall  have  its  cotirse  upon 
them^  and  their  punishment  shall  be  according  to  their  works  I" 
How  can  the  grace  or  mercy  of  the  gospel  be  exercised  in  deliver- 
ing sinners  from  the  prison  of  hell,  after  they  have  paid  the  utter- 
most farthing  due  to  divine  justice  I  Do  you  believe  that  God  dis- 
plays infinite  benevolence  and  mercy  in  delivering  his  creatures 
from  hell,  who  deserve  punishment  only  of  a  temporary  nature? 
If  not,  reject  the  god-dishonouring  doctrine  of  universal  salvation, 
which  so  greatly  obscures  the  lustre  of  divine  benevolence  and 
mercy,  which,  in  the  salvation  of  one  sinner  only,  who  deserves 
endless  punishment,  is  infinite,  is  boundless.  Infinitely  greater  is 
that  mercy  which  is  exercised  in  saving  but  one  soul  from  endless 
and  deserved  misery,  than  in  the  salvation  of  all  the  guilty  souls 
of  men,  from  that  misery,  which  is  temporary^  and  which  ought  not 
in  justice  to  be  eternal.     Will  vou  believe   a  doctrine  which  is 
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founded  on  the  visionary  ldea»  that  there  will  be  a  worlds  and  a 
succession  of  worlds  after  the  ivorld  to  come^  in  which  the  blasphe- 
my against  the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  forgiven  ?  If  not,  reject  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  which  depends  on  this  visionary 
belief  and  presumptuous  hypothesis.  Will  you  admit  for  truth^ 
and,  as  according  to  godliness^  a  doctrine  whose  direct  tendency  is 
to  weaken  and  remove  the  most  salutary  and  important  restraints 
from  the  minds  of  wicked  men  ;  to  let  loo:  •  their  unhallowed 
passions  and  licentious  propensities,  and  to  ,jroduce  the  most 
tragical  effects,  duelling,  murders,  suicides  and  every  species  of 
abomination  and  disaster  ?  a  doctrine  whose  tendency  is  to  sap 
the  foundation  of  all  civil  and  religious  government  and  order  ? 
If  you  will  not  embrace  such  a  doctrine,  reject,  with  abhorrence 
reject  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  ;  for  to  this  source  may 
be  traced,  in  a  great  measure,  those  overflowings  of  ungodliness, 
which  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  have  so  alarmingly  deluged 
our  land,  and  which  we  might  well  fear  would,  in  a  short  time, 
like  "  the  besom  of  destruction,"  sweep  from  among  us  all  seri- 
ous religion,  were  it  not  that  the  benevolent  and  Almighty  Au- 
thor of  this  religion  has  engaged  to  preserve  it  from  utter  de- 
struction. Blessed  be  God  that  he  has  prescribed  limits  to  error 
and  licentiousness,  over  which  they  cannot  pass. 

Will  you,  my  brethren,  embrace  a  doctrine  which,  Vihtn  fairly 
exjilained  and  rightly  understood^  represents  the  character  of  God 
2^%  suited  to  the  relish^  a?id  as  Jicrfectly  pleasing  to  the  hearts  of  all 
mankind')  who  are  capable  of  contemplating  his  character  ?  a  doc- 
trine which  represents  their  hearts  ?ls  perfectly  holy  ?  a  doctrine 
"which  represents  them  as  dutiful  and  obedient  children^  and  as 
obeying  all  the  requirements  of  God  ?  a  doctrine  which,  in  effect, 
denies  that  the  Bible  is  a  revelation  from  hea-ven^  or  the  word  of 
truth,  and  which  is  calculated  to  deceive  mankind  I  Will  you,  my 
brethren,  embrace  and  advocate  such  a  doctrine  as  this  ?  If  not, 
reject  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  which,  it  is  believed, 
leads  to  these  absurd  and  shocking  conclusions. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  God  is  unalterably  determined  to 
make  all  mankind  everlastingly  happy  in  heaven^  and  that  he  is 
•unalterably  determined  to  make  all  their  sufferings  before  they  get  to 
heave-^y  eventually,  and  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial  to  their 
souls.  And  according  to  this  doctrine,  all  the  perfections  of  Je- 
liovah  are,  and  always  will  be  engaged  to  carry  into  effect  this  un- 
It  alterable  determination.  Admitting,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  a 
just  description  of  God's  character,  where  can  be  found  an  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  race,  who  does  not  love  this  character^  ivith 
all  his  heart  ?  Is  it  possible  for  any  human  being  to  oppose  and 
hate  that  God,  who  is  unalterably  determined  to  do  him  good,  and 
in  the  highest  degree,  to  endless  duration  !  It  is^  in  the  nature  of 
things,)  impossible.  All  the  opposition  of  heart  to  God,  which  ma- 
ny suppose  themselves  to  be  the  subjects  of,  is,  according  to  the 


ujiiversalian  doctrine,  opposition  to  an  imaginary^  and  faUe  God. 
But  is  it  not  i-ig'it,  is  it  not  an  exercise  of  fiolmess  and  of  real  lovt 
to  the  trup    God,  to  oppose  an  imaginary  and  false  God  I 

Not  only,  according  to  this  doctrine,  do  all  men  love  God  with  all 
the  heart,  but  their  hearts  are  perfectly  fiure  or  holy  ;  for  perfect 
love  to  God, as  it  includes  love  to  men,  constitues  perfect  holiness. 

Besides,  according  to  this  doctrine,  all  mankind  perfectly  obey 
the  law  or  commands!  of  God  ;  for  perfect  love  to  his  character  is  the 
"  f  ulfiUiner  of  the  law,"  and  of  course  the  sum  of  all  obedience. 
Their  external  conduct,  let  it  be  ever  so  vile  and  abominable,  in 
the  view  of  men  and  of  human  law,  cannot  be  offensive  in  the 
sight  of  God,  or  censurable  by  his  law  ;  for  God  looketh  not  on 
the  outward  appearance,  but  on  the  heart  ;  and  the  divine  law 
must  surely  be  satisfied,  by  perfect  love,  for  this  is  the  fulfilling 
of  it. 

Again,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  the  Bi- 
ble cannot  be  a  revdation  from  heaven.^  or  the  word  of  truth  ;  for 
this  book  asserts,  that  mankind  hate  God,  that  their  hearts  are  in 
a  state  of  enmity  against  him  ;  that  they  are  unholy  and  disobedi- 
ent. The  Bible  also  testifies  that  God  sent  his  Son  into  the 
world  to  die  for  sinners.  But  can  this  be  true  according  to  the 
nniversalian  doctrine,  which  represents  God  as  the  object  of  per- 
fect love  to  all  human  creatures  !  Perfect  love  to  God  is  surely 
inconsistent  v/ith  moral  depravity  or  sinfulness  of  character. 
And  how  could  Christ  have  died  for  sinners,  if  all  mankind  love 
God  with  all  the  heart,  &c.  ? 

Once  more,  according  to  this  doctrine,  mankind  are  under  a 
xiery  great  delusion.  We  believe  that  mankind  are  sinful  crea- 
tures ;  and  that  they  are  blameable  for,  at  least,  a  great  part  of 
their  conduct ;  and  universalists  themselves  profess  to  believe 
this  ;  but  according  to  their  representation  of  the  divine  character, 
it  is  impossible  for  any  human  being  to  avoid  loving  him  with  all 
the  heart.  But  perfect  love  is  perfect  holiness  and  universal  obe- 
dience. Therefore,  to  believe  that  mankind  are  sinful  creatures, 
according  to  this  doctrine,  is  delusion.  How  strange  it  is,  that 
mankind  should,  for  almost  six  thousand  years,  have  been  in  a 
state  of  delusion,  in  believing  that  there  is  sin  or  wickedness  in 
the  v.'orld  ! 

These,  my  brethren,  are  but  some  of  the  preposterous  and  hor- 
ridly impious  consequences  which  seem  unavoidably  to  follow 
from  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation;  a  doctrine  which  none, 
it  should  seem,  but  infidels,  or  the  loosest  believers  in  revela- 
tion, will  embrace  and  advocate.  I  feel  myself  constrained  there- 
fore, most  solemnly  to  warn  you,  my  brethren,  to  reject  this  doc- 
trine as  antiscriptural,  and  of  course  as  imminently  dangerous  and 
destructive  to  the  souls  of  its  infatuated  adherents.  Keep  aloof 
from  this  flattering,  this  infectious  and  fatal  disease.  Close  ev- 
ery avenue,  by  which  it  might  find  access  to  your  souls.     To  the 
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law  and  the  testimony,  that  sure  word  of  prophecy.  Whatever 
you  hear  or  read,  which  is  not  accordint^  to  tliat  sate  and  inlalli- 
ble  word,  reject  as  baneful  to  rehgion  and  ruinous  to  the  soul. 
Listen  not  with  itching  ears  to  any  who  speak  of  Berean  and  other 
similar  productions,  as  mgeniouslij  ivntten  and  Huhfiorted  by  scri/i- 
ture  argumc'iiis.  Were  you,  my  brethren,  to  have  this  view  of 
them,  to  speak  thus  favourably  of  them  ;  v.ere  you  to  read  them 
svith  eagerness  and  to  find  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in  this  em- 
ployment, I  should  consider  you  as  tottering  on  the  brink  of  a 
most  dangerous  precipice,  and  should  tremble  for  your  safety. 
Some  souls,  precious  souls,  who  were  once  under  my  pastoral 
care,  but  who  are  now  residing  within  the  more  immediate  sphere 
of  Berean  influence,  are,  I  fear,  in  this  awfully  dangerous  and 
alarming  situation.  To  the  mercy  of  God  I  commend  them. 
O,  that  their  eyes  might  be  opened  to  see  their  danger,  before 
it  shall  be  too  late  !  May  their  fears  be  alarmed,  and  may  they 
be  excited  immediately  to  flee  to  the  ark  of  safety.  May  God 
have  mercy  upon  all  blind  guides  and  smooth  prophecyers,  upon 
all  deluded  and  deluding  teachers,  in  turning  them  from  darkness 
to  light,  and  in  so  exciting  them  to  take  heed  to  themselves  and 
to  the  doctrines  which  they  inculcate,  that  they  might  both  save 
themselves  and  those  that  hear  them.  In  conclusion,  dear 
bretliren,  "  1  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheri- 
tance among;  all  them  which  are  sanctified." 
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